Avon United Church 
EMERGENCY HEALTH PLAN

· The following guidelines are meant to help members ensure safe in-person worshiping should a contagious disease which threatens public health be present in the community at large. These guidelines may be changed in accordance with Nova Scotia Department of Health Guidelines per the requirements for maintaining public safety for each particular Health Emergency.
GENERAL GUIDELINES

· Anyone entering and exiting the church premises will do so through the side entrance at the front of the church.
· Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance and at various locations throughout the church.
· A contact information sheet will be maintained in case contact tracing becomes necessary.  The sheet will include the name and phone number of the people in the building, the date and time of the gathering, and the purpose for the gathering.
· A notice will be posted at the entrance regarding the symptoms of the Health Emergency and what to do if a person displays symptoms.
· Notices requiring physical distancing of at least 2 m. will be posted at the entrance and throughout the building.
· A notice requiring the use of face masks will be posted at the entrance.
· A notice regarding proper handwashing technique will be posted in the washroom.
· After each use of the building, all potential contact areas in the area of the church which was used will be disinfected.  This may include door knobs, backs of pews, microphones, hand rails, chairs, etc.  A checklist for each disinfection of the premises will be completed by the custodian, noting the time and date of the cleaning, and the areas cleaned.
· Any staff or congregants who are symptomatic or have been advised by public health to report their symptoms will be requested to follow public health advice and to stay at home.

WORSHIP SERVICE PLAN during a PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

· The following guidelines must be followed to conduct Worship Services at Avon United Church during a Pandemic or Health Emergency:
· Maximum number permitted in the sanctuary is 25 (includes the minister, organist and 3 ushers).
· If a participant is feeling ill or exhibits any signs of ill health, he/she will be requested not to attend the service.
· All participants must wear a mask upon exiting their vehicles and at all times while in the church building.  The only exceptions to this rule are participants who are leading the service, singing, or are otherwise required to speak as part of the service.  When the performer/leader/speaker is not actively involved in the service, he/she must wear a mask.
· Physical distancing of at least 2 m. is required at all times – while entering, exiting and while in the church.
· Each participant will be greeted by an usher who will ensure proper hand sanitization and collect contact information to ensure a contact list for each service is maintained in case of a future outbreak of the contagious disease. 
· An usher will escort each participant to a seat in the sanctuary.
· All participants must be seated 2 m. apart.
· Once seated, participants cannot move to another spot.
· There will be no singing by participants during the service, except for special music performances organized by the organist and choir director.
· Singers must stand 4 m. apart and must be 4 m. from the organist and others in attendance.
· There will be no use of bulletins or hand-outs of any kind.
· Communion will be handed out by one elder using disposable cups and pre-packaged bread wafers. Cups will be disposed of in a separate receptacle.
· There will be no offering collected during the service. Offerings will be deposited in a basket at the back of the sanctuary.
· There will be no passing of the peace, shaking of hands or hugging. 
· The minister and organist will enter the sanctuary using the stairs at the back of the choir loft and will exit in the same manner.
· At the end of the service, participants must remain in their seats until they are individually escorted from the building by an usher. 
· Cup and conversation and other social gatherings are suspended until Nova Scotia Public Health advises that it is safe to resume.
· Should an attendee show signs of having contracted a contagious disease within 14 days of attending a worship service, he/she must report this to the minister immediately so that contact tracing can take place.

REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP MEETINGS during a HEALTH EMERGENCY

· The following guidelines must be followed by all groups meeting on church premises.  Meetings must receive prior approval from the Official Board.
· Everyone must enter and exit from the church using ONLY the side entrance at the front of the church.
· Meetings will be limited to 20 people per meeting
· Plastic chairs and a plastic table will be set up in the room by church staff in accordance with social distancing guidelines, and will be left in place by the group holding the meeting.
· Use of other tables is not permitted, except the one provided.
· Masks must be worn when exiting vehicles and at all times while on church premises.
· Each person must use hand sanitizer when entering the church (provided by the group holding the meeting).
· Physical distancing of at least 6 ft. is required at all times – while entering, exiting and while in the church.
· Use of the church premises is limited to the main room in the basement and the washroom.  Use of the Mulhall Room or the kitchen is not permitted.
· A contact list, including the date and time of the meeting, and the name and telephone number of each attendee must be maintained by the organization for at least 30 days subsequent to the meeting.
· Only chairs not containing fabric may be used.
· The organization is responsible for using disinfectant wipes (provided by the group holding the meeting) to clean the chairs and table after each meeting and to follow any other protocols for proper sanitation provided by the NS Department of Health.
· A group representative must list the name of the organization, and the time and date of the meeting on the sign in sheet at the entrance to the church.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESS TO THE CHURCH BY INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT CHURCH EMPLOYEES

· Occasionally, a member of the congregation who is not an employee will require entrance to the premises for reasons other than worship services or group meetings.
· Access must be requested by calling the church office (684-0211) and leaving a message.  A designated person will return the call to arrange for a date and time to access the church.
· The person must enter and exit through the side entrance at the front of the church.
· When entering the church, the individual must use the hand sanitizer provided at the entrance and complete the contact information sheet.
· Use of the church premises are limited to the specific area requested.  Physical contact with hard surfaces should be limited.
· After the individual who requested access leaves the building, the person who gave access to the church must disinfect all touch surfaces before leaving the premises.
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