[image: A screenshot of a video game

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


June 20, 2025
Dear Brothers & Sisters:
These are exciting times for the Universal Church as we celebrate our newly elected Pope, Leo the XIV, and as our Parish of Holy Family moves forward with initiatives to sustain our wonderful church’s facilities and grounds and enhance the beauty and sacred character of our worship space.
The Diocese of Grand Rapids has been conducting a pastoral plan for the diocese called, “Rooted in Christ” in which several of our pastoral and finance council members have participated. The tentative results of the pastoral plan show that Caledonia will be a high population growth area which will offer us rich opportunities for evangelization. The plan also suggests our Parish consider feasibility studies in the future for a childcare center and Catholic school.
National trends suggest a growing number of young people being drawn to the Catholic Faith. I believe the Holy Spirit is speaking to their hearts and minds and they are discovering that the Truth, Beauty, and Goodness of God and His creation is fully alive in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. Young people are especially attracted to the mystery and sacredness of the Eucharist where Heaven and Earth unite at Christ’s altar at every Mass.  The sacred silence, sacred music, sacred art and icons, and the “smells and bells,” (incense and consecration bells) resonate with them, and with us, on a deep spiritual level. 
Over the past several months I have been working closely with the Parish pastoral and finance councils. In collaboration with the councils, and with much discernment and prayer, I have decided to move forward with plans to enhance the beauty and sacredness of the Sanctuary and Nave and to add a permanent baptismal font. There are also building and grounds areas that need to be addressed due to age and wear. Some of these include electrical, ventilation, sound and security systems, as well as parking lot repair.
A capital campaign for the Parish will be necessary to fund the renovation and repairs. This campaign must receive approval from Bishop Walkowiak and successfully complete a feasibility study prior to launching fundraising efforts. Cost estimates are being gathered, and a committee of Parish council members and other representatives have been reviewing concept sketches from Harrison Design for the Sanctuary and Nave renovation. We have also identified Our Sunday Visitor as a capital campaign organization resource who will conduct a feasibility study and guide our campaign efforts. As this process continues, we will keep you updated on our progress and provide more detailed information.
During this time of renewal and renovation let us pray to the Holy Spirit for wisdom, guidance and unity!
In Christ’s Love,
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Fr. Michael Cilibraise
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