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5/10/2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 
As we prepare to enter the pledge phase of our capital campaign next week, I would like to take a moment to reflect on the journey we have taken together and to address some questions that have arisen along the way.
 
From the beginning, this effort has been rooted in prayer, consultation, and a sincere desire to care for the long-term needs of our Parish. Our pastoral and finance councils discerned together that this is an appropriate time to consider important improvements to our buildings, grounds, and worship space. We also consulted with Diocesan leadership, who affirmed this direction.
 
A representative group of parishioners, men and women of various ages and backgrounds, including members of our councils, our deacon, and our liturgical coordinator, worked together with a Catholic architectural firm to develop a concept for the sanctuary. Their work has been guided by both practical needs and reverence for the sacred.
 
To ensure that the broader Parish voice was heard, we engaged Our Sunday Visitor to conduct a feasibility study. This included interviews, a parish-wide survey, and opportunities for open feedback. The results were shared with the Parish in summary form, including percentage-based charts reflecting responses such as “yes,” “no,” “unsure,” and levels of importance like “essential,” “important,” and “not important.” These results helped shape the direction of the campaign.
 
In addition, we hosted a town hall meeting and listening sessions, and I have been grateful for the many conversations I have had with parishioners, both supportive and concerned. Your input has mattered and continues to matter.
 
Some parishioners have recently suggested the idea of a referendum regarding this project. I am grateful for the care and love for our Parish that motivates this suggestion. While the Church approaches decisions like this through a process of pastoral leadership, consultation, and discernment with our councils and in communion with the Bishop, please be assured that your voices are an important part of that process. I remain committed to listening and to moving forward together with patience, understanding, and unity.
 
I would also like to clarify a point that has caused some confusion. In earlier conversations, my remarks about the altar may have been understood differently than I intended. I did not mean to suggest that our current altar is not in compliance with liturgical norms. Rather, I was attempting to explain that, given the altar’s age and particular construction, any new altar built today would be evaluated according to current diocesan and liturgical standards. I have since clarified this and want to assure you that any future renovation would fully respect the norms and sacred traditions of the Church.
 
As your pastor, I have a responsibility to lead in collaboration with our councils and in communion with Bishop David, who has given his full approval to this campaign. At the same time, I remain committed to listening and to fostering unity within our Parish.
 
This week and next, you will hear more about how you can participate in this important effort. I ask for your prayers, your thoughtful consideration, and your continued love for our Parish community.
 
Sincerely in Christ,
 
Fr. Michael Cilibraise
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