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Dear Parish Family,
 
As we continue to look toward the future of our Parish and the care of our sacred space, I would like to share one meaningful element of our sanctuary renovation: the addition of a canopy above the altar.
 
At first glance, a canopy may seem simple, but in the life of the Church it carries deep spiritual meaning and rich tradition.
 
What does the canopy represent?
· A sign of God’s presence In the Old Testament, the Ark of the Covenant rested beneath a covering in the Tent of Meeting, marking the dwelling place of God among His people. The canopy continues this tradition, pointing to the sacred reality present in our Church.
· Focus on the altar The altar is the heart of the Church. It is not merely a table, but represents Christ Himself, who offers Himself in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and remains present in the Eucharist. The canopy draws our attention to this profound mystery.
· A sign of honor and kingship Throughout history, canopies, often called baldachins, were used to honor kings and persons of great dignity. In the sanctuary, this points to Christ, the King of Kings, whom we encounter at every Mass.
· A visible expression of the sacred The canopy helps define the Sanctuary as holy ground, reminding us that something set apart and sacred takes place here.
· A teacher of reverence In a world full of distractions, sacred beauty speaks quietly but powerfully, inviting us into prayer, awe, and deeper devotion.
 
As we look to the future of our Parish, these renovations are not simply about improving a space, but about strengthening our worship and drawing hearts closer to God. My hope is that this addition will help all who gather here to more readily lift their hearts to heaven and grow in love for the Eucharist.
 
Please continue to pray for our Parish and for this important work. Be assured of my continued prayers for you and your family.
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,
 
Fr. Michael Cilibraise
Pastor
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