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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
Over the past several months, we have been prayerfully reflecting on how we can strengthen our Parish as a place of worship and mission for generations to come. A central focus of this reflection is our Sanctuary, the most sacred space of our church, where the altar stands and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered.
 
As we move forward in renewing our Sanctuary, this will include the installation of marble flooring and a marble altar. While marble is not required, it has long been used in sacred spaces because of its rich meaning and tradition.
 
Why marble in the Sanctuary?
· Honors God with our best Throughout Scripture, places of worship were built with noble and lasting materials, not because God needs them, but because they help form our hearts in reverence and awe.
· Reflects Christ, the cornerstone The altar is the center of the Sanctuary. From the earliest days of the Church, altars were made of stone, symbolizing Christ. A marble altar continues this tradition, expressing His enduring presence in the Eucharist.
· Speaks of permanence and eternity Marble is strong and lasting, pointing to God’s unchanging nature and the eternal reality of heaven.
· Reminds us what happens at Mass The Mass is not simply a gathering, but participation in Christ’s sacrifice, where heaven and earth are united.
· Echoes the beauty of heaven Scripture, especially in the Book of Revelation, describes heaven with radiant beauty and precious stones. Sacred materials reflect this reality and lift our minds to God.
· Engages our senses in worship Catholic worship is sacramental. What we see, hear, and experience helps us recognize that we are standing on holy ground.
 
This renovation is not simply about appearance, but about strengthening the place where we encounter Christ most deeply in the Eucharist. It is an effort to ensure that our church continues to lift hearts and minds to God for generations to come.
 
Please continue to pray for our Parish as we move forward together. May our Church always be a place where heaven and earth meet, where faith is nurtured, and where all are drawn closer to the Lord.
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,
 
Fr. Michael Cilibraise
Pastor
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