Welcome to Worship for
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
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722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE Carly King

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW 825

You Servants of God
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Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, alt.
Music: LYONS, atur. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

GREETING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let

us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.



---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 Mary Yale

'Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2T will go before you
and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
*T will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LorD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name;
I give you a title, though you do not know me.
>I am the LorD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
¢so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LorD, and there is no other.
71 form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LorD do all these things.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 96:1-9 [10-13] (Read responsively) Mary Yale
Sing to the LORD | @ new song;
sing to the LorD, ! all the earth.
>Sing to the LorD, bless the name ! of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
*Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
“For great is the LORD and greatly ! to be praised,
more to be feared ! than all gods.
>As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LorD, have | made the heavens.
°*Majesty and magnificence are ! in your presence;
power and splendor are in your ! sanctuary.
7Ascribe to the LorD, you families ! of the peoples,
ascribe to the LOrRD hon- I or and power.
¢ Ascribe to the LorD the honor due the ' holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts ! of the LoORD.
°Worship the LorD in the beau- I ty of holiness;
tremble before the LorD, ! all the earth.
“Tell it out among the nations: “"The ! LoRbD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will
judge the peo- ' ples with equity.”
I Let the heavens rejoice, and let the ! earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that
I'is therein.
>Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- !
ing, O LORD,
for you come to ! judge the earth.
3You will judge the ! world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Mary Yale

'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly *remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
“For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
>because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know
what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. °And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you



received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ¢For the word of the
Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need
to speak about it. °For they report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true
God ?and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. °So
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “"Teacher,
we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with
truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with
partiality. " Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar
or not?” #But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to
the test, you hypocrites? °Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they
brought him a denarius. ?°Then he said to them, "Whose head is this and
whose title?” ?? They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “"Give
therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that
are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him
and went away.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.



SERMON

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

“Death, Taxes, ...and Inflation”

The congregation stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 705
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, |B78-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA. John Hughes, 18731932



APOSTLES’' CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Mary Yale

The congregation sits or kneels.

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church
and the world.

A brief silence.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give
your spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained
ministry. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life
within them and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority
around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments.
Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or
suffering

We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.
A brief silence



« We pray for Nancy; Sharon; Martha; Hannah.

« We pray for Sharon; Michael; Mikayla, Amelia, and Erika.

« We pray for Kellen; Willie; Lorraine and Bob; Gary.

We pray for Roger; Jim; Kathryn; Robin and Cathy.
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Gaza, Israel, Ethiopia, Syria, South Sudan, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

« We pray for safe and positive environments for students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

 We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church.
Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers
and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to
share the Peace of Christ.
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---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Mary Yale
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’'re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your
offering to the church is also an option.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Olffering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Litleran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hoense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER Mary Yale

Let us pray.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.



+GREAT THANKSGIVING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
+DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy
and immortal:

you we praise and glorify, you we
worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;
you encircled the globe with air;
you created fire for warmth and
light;

you nourish the lands with water.
You molded us in your image,
and with mercy higher than the
mountains,

with grace deeper than the seas,
you blessed the Israelites and
cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying,
might be adopted to live in your
Spirit,

you called to us through the life
and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was
betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my
blood,

shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Together as the body of Christ,

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we
remember your Son,

the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for
others,

and his death and resurrection,
which renews the face of the earth.
We await his coming,

when, with the world made perfect
through your wisdom,

all our sins and sorrows will be no
more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one,
holy and compassionate,

send upon us and this meal your
Holy Spirit,

whose breath revives us for life,
whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share
this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the
Spirit,

that we may be a living tree,
sharing your bounty with all the
world.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God,

receive our praise and petitions,
as Jesus received the cry of the
needy,

and fill us with your blessing,
until, needy no longer and bound
to you in love,

we feast forever in the triumph of
the Lamb:



through whom all glory and honor with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
is yours, O God, O Living One, church, now and forever.
Amen.

+LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The congregation is seated.




COMMUNION SONG
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MUSIC FOR COMMUNION

The congregation stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Mary Yale

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Blossed



---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




SENDING SONG

ELW 709

When Our Song Says Peace
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sing de-spite the world. We
sing de-spite the world. We
sing de-spite the world. We

will trust the song, for we sing of  God,
will trust the song, for we sing of  God,
will trust the song, for we sing of  God,
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who  breaks the spear and sword and stills the storm of  war.
who 0 - pens pris - on doors and sets the cap-tives free.
who brings us home at last, and gives a song to all.
Text: Richard Leach, b, 1953

Music: JENKINS, Thomas Pavlechko, b, 1962
Text @ 1997 Selah Publishing Co.. Inc, www.selabpub.com, All nghts reserved, Used by permission.
Music © 2003 Augshurg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adovnistrator,

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017673.



