Welcome to Worship for
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE John Womack
During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Can You Feel the Seasons Turning?
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1 Can you feel the sea-sons turn-ing, winds and waves grown
2 Can you hear the crea-tures cry - ing— lynx  and ot - fter,
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Can you feel the sea-sons turn-ing? Can you count the
Can you hear the crea-tures cry-ing, beg-ging us to
lis-ten? Can we

can we learn in time to

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music; LLANSANNAN, Welsh melody
Text © 2008 GIA Publicatsons, Inc., giamusic.com All rights reserved

bit - ter cost?
stop and heed?
turn and change our lives?
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GREETING

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.



---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 Deacon Sue Tyler

'T will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

*And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
*What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
¢TI will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 80:7-15 John Womack
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Look down from heav’n,O  God; be - hold and tend this vine.

Psalm 80:14-15
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

’Restore us, O | God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved.
¢You have brought a vine ! out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and ! planted it.
°You cleared the ! ground for it;

it took root and ! filled the land.
“The mountains were covered ! by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees ! by its boughs. R
"You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea

and its branches ! to the river.
?Why have you broken ! down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?
3The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O | God of hosts,

look ' down from heaven;
“behold and ! tend this vine;

preserve what your right I hand has planted. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 Deacon Sue Tyler

[Paul writes:] “*If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I
have more: °circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; °as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. ®More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I
may gain Christ °and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. *°I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, ''if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal,
but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me.



3Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one
thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, “I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - Tu ia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 33-46 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. **When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. *° Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and
they treated them in the same way. °*” Then he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’ * But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
9S50 they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “°Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
“1They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

““Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces its fruits. “*The one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”



“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “°They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON
The congregation stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

There in God’s Garden
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1 There in God's gar - den stands the Tree of  Wis dom,
2 Iis name is Je - sus,  mame that says, “Our  Sav - jor!”
3 Thorns not  its own are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 Sce  how its  branch-es reach to us n wel - come;
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There  on  ils branch - es se¢  the scars of suf - fring
our  greed has starved it our  de-spite has  choked it
hear  what the Voice says, “Comc to me, ye wea - ry!
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see there  the ten drils of our hu - man
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self hood feed on its life blood.
stroyed it nor firc con - sumed it.
sor row, I will give  bless ing.”

5 This is my ending
this my resurrection;
into your hands. Lord,
I commit my spirit.
This have 1 searched for:
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav'n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon,
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”™
Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly lmre von Péeselya, . 153%0-c. 164121 Erik Rowley, 19171982

Music: SHADES Mous A, K. Lee Scotr, by 1950
Text € 1976 Hinshaw Musac, Inc

Music € 1987 Bimamwood Publacations, o div. of MomingStar Music Publishers, Inc.
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APOSTLES’' CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Deacon Sue Tyler

The congregation sits or kneels.

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church
and the world.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew
and transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our
own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell
within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in
creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones,
and shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of
displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and
relief to all who are sick or suffering.



We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.
A brief silence

« We pray for Hannah; Ray; Lorraine and Bob; Gary.

« We pray for Sharon; Michael; Mikayla and Amelia.

« We pray for Kellen; Willie; Roger; Jim.

« We pray for Mark; Phillip; Kathryn; Robin and Cathy.

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Gaza, Israel, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

« We pray for all affected by storms and natural disasters.

« We pray for safe and positive environments for students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

 We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We
give thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that
they inspire others with your truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all
the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers
and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to
share the Peace of Christ.




---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Deacon Sue Tyler
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your
offering to the church is also an option.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

A
— -

1 1 L

1 g

—1° ]

E 2 ~—

0

©

P i
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Richard W. Hillert. b. 1923

Text and music © 1978 Litheran Book of Worslip. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hoense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER Deacon Sue Tyler

Let us pray.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always..

Amen.



DIALOGUE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
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The Lord be wi\t/h you! Andal-so wifi you!  Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
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Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give our thanksand praise.
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gi-ven for you. Do this for the re-mem - brance of me."
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poured out for you. Do this for the re-mem - brance of me."”




LORD’S PRAYER
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Lamb of God

Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace,

Tune: John Tirro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The congregation is seated.



MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Deacon Sue Tyler

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Blossed



SENDING SONG

Guide My Feet
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1 Guide my feet
2 Hold my hand
3 Stand by me while I run this race.
4 I'm your  child
5 Search my heart
0D 1., X .
%ﬁb_—p li L8  —— — —dl r—
1 1 L 1 1 . e {
J : L R B
Guide my feet
Hold my  hand
Stand by me while I run this  race.
I'm your  child
Search my  heart
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while T run this race,
I'm your child
Search my heart
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for 1 don’t want to run  this race in vain.
Text: African American spiritual
Music: GUIDE MY FEET, African Amenican spiritual
DISMISSAL Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017673.



