Welcome to Worship for
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, September 20, 2026
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722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE Carly King

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW 765
Lord of All Hopefulness
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all Joy.
2 Lord of all ea - ger - nmess, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - li - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
0 |
gyt i } } 1 1 . t
* B T
= | 1 ] 1 I
whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were  skilled at  the planc and  the lathe:
your hands swift to wel -come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice is con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in  our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace in  our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Inish traditional
Text @ Oxford University Press 1931

DupEcation inany form peohibited withoul permission oc valid license from copyrght adminisirator.

GREETING

And also with you.

Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.



PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your

merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is seated.

---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 Bruce Kraus

1“When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

+1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. ?He
prayed to the LorRD and said, “O LoRrD! Is not this what I said while I was still
in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I
knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. *And now, O LORD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *And the
LorD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” >Then Jonah went out of the city
and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

®The LorRD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. 7"But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. ¢ When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It
is better for me to die than to live.”

°But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '°Then the LORD said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. '* And should I
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145:1-8 (Read responsively) Bruce Kraus

1T will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

’Every day ! will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

*Great is the LORD and greatly ! to be praised!
There is no end ! to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works ! to another
and shall de- ! clare your power.

>T will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your I marvelous works.

°They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- ! count your greatness.

’They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully I of your righteousness.

The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 Bruce Kraus

’LFor to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. »2If I am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 1 am
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better, * but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.
»5Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, *°so that, by my presence again
with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

270nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind
for the faith of the gospel **and in no way frightened by those opposing you.
For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this
is God’s doing. °For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, *°since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. > After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace, “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When he went out again
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ¢ And about five o’clock
he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why
are you standing here idle all day?’ " They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ® When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’
°When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a
denarius. '°Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
but each of them also received a denarius. '* And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, ?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? “Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to
you. >Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or
are you envious because I am generous?’ '°So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The congregation stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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I A - maz - ing grace!— how  sweet the sound—  that
2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! | once was  lost,  but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; s grace  has  brought me
word my  hope S - cures: he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
N
) i i Jo—— ) | | i |
il }'3 1 h. 1 | ; I i ] ﬁ} | | Il
L —" {7 S— —5] o —t & - -
ol e - o
now am found; was blind, but now | see.
grace ap - pear the hour | first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace  will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd  first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, | T25-1807, alt., sts. =4 anonymous, st 5
Music: NEW BRITAIM, W. Walker, Southern Harmeany, 1835




APOSTLES’' CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Bruce Kraus
The congregation sits or kneels.

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news
and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so
that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.
Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the
truth that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for
those who are injured, ill, and for all in any need.



We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.

A brief silence

« We pray for Lorraine and Bob; Sharon; Michael; Gary; Pastor Randy;
Kellen.

« We pray for David; Willie; Jerry and Jackie; Roger; Jim.

« We pray for Jan; Mark; Phillip; Kathryn; Robin and Cathy.

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Israel, South Sudan, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

« We pray for victims of storms and natural disasters and for all facing
extreme temperatures.

« We pray for safe and positive environments for students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

o We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of
others in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support
community endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our
loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to

share the Peace of Christ.
gf Ge ol you..
V/? )




---MEAL---

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’'re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your

offering to the church is also an option.

Bruce Kraus

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Olffering Song
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pres-ence, and give

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923

a fore-taste of the feast to

Text and music © 1978 Litleran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hoense from copyright administrator.

Bruce Kraus

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.
Amen.



+GREAT THANKSGIVING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
+DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy
and immortal:

you we praise and glorify, you we
worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos;
you encircled the globe with air;
you created fire for warmth and
light;

you nourish the lands with water.
You molded us in your image,
and with mercy higher than the
mountains,

with grace deeper than the seas,
you blessed the Israelites and
cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying,
might be adopted to live in your
Spirit,

you called to us through the life
and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was
betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my
blood,

shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Together as the body of Christ,

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we
remember your Son,

the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for
others,

and his death and resurrection,
which renews the face of the earth.
We await his coming,

when, with the world made perfect
through your wisdom,

all our sins and sorrows will be no
more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one,
holy and compassionate,

send upon us and this meal your
Holy Spirit,

whose breath revives us for life,
whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share
this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the
Spirit,

that we may be a living tree,
sharing your bounty with all the
world.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God,

receive our praise and petitions,
as Jesus received the cry of the
needy,

and fill us with your blessing,
until, needy no longer and bound
to you in love,

we feast forever in the triumph of
the Lamb:



through whom all glory and honor with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
is yours, O God, O Living One, church, now and forever.
Amen.

+LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The congregation is seated.




COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC FOR COMMUNION

The congregation stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Bruce Kraus

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Blossed



---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




SENDING SONG ELW 659
Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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5 Will you let me be  your ser - vant, let me  be as
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Christ  to you? Pray that |  may have the grace to
on the  road; we arc here to help each oth - er
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile  and bear the load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richerd Gillard

Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song (¢/o Integrity’s Hosanna Music YASCAP,
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Coady Road, Mobile AL 36695,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid hicense from copyright admimstrator

DISMISSAL Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017673.



