Welcome to Worship for
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, August 30, 2026
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722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE John Womack
During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW 879

For the Beauty of the Earth
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I For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er. sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill  and wvale and tree and flow’r., sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny lnk-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove: for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
Refrain
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Christ, our  God. to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835=1917, alt.
Music: DIX. Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
GREETING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is seated.



---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 Kelly Kraus

50 LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O LorD, God of hosts.
71 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
#Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

“Therefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 26:1-8 John Womack
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Your love is be - fore my eyes; I have walked
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faith -ful - ly, faith - ful - ly with you.

Psalm 26:3
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1 Give judgment for me, O LorD, for I have lived ! with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and ! have not faltered.
’Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart ! and my mind.
*For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- I ly with you.
‘I have not sat ! with the worthless,
nor do I consort with ! the deceitful. R
°I have hated the company of I evildoers;
I will not sit down ! with the wicked.
°I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession ! round your altar,
’singing aloud a song ! of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
LorD, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- ! ry abides. R

SECOND READING: Romans 12:14-21 Kelly Kraus

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. > Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ‘°Live in harmony with
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim
to be wiser than you are. '”Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. ‘¢ If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. '*Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine; I
will repay, says the Lord.” ?°Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you
will heap burning coals on their heads.” ?* Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu 1a.
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

’LFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, ]
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and
be killed and on the third day be raised. 2> And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “"God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen
to you.” 22 But he turned and said to Peter, “"Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

2*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2°*For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. *° For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

?’*“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. *Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.




SERMON Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The congregation stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Spirit, Open My Heart
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I God, re - place my ston - ¥ heart with a  heart that’s
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kind and ten - der. All my cold - ness  and
goal, my sto - ry. In each thought, word, and
friend and  neigh - bor As 1 live from  day o
n . ) Refrain
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fear to  your grace I now  sur - rTen - der.
deed, may my liv - ing  bring you glo - ry,
day, love will be my fin - est la - bhor.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Mugic: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; sdapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b, 1953

Tt £ 1996 Pilgrim Press. Al rghts nesereed
Bfusic © J00 1 Alred V. Fadak

Duplication in any form prohibited withow secuning persassion from copyright sdsamstralor or peponing usage under valid Boense.



APOSTLES’' CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Kelly Kraus

The congregation sits or kneels.

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the
love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our
cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth
may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms,
and other disasters. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have
safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all
who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.

A brief silence

« We pray for Jack; Sharon; Gary; Pastor Randy; Carolyn and Rex.

« We pray for Kellen; Radha; Kathy and Ed; David; Willie.

« We pray for Faith; Jerry and Jackie; Pastor James; Roger; Jim.

« We pray for Jan; Mark; Phillip; Kathryn; Robin and Cathy.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Israel, Mali, South Sudan, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

« We pray for all victims of the catastrophic flooding in Nepal and for
safe recovery and relief efforts.

« We pray for safe and positive environments for students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

« We give thanks for the birth of Eden, daughter of Katie and Dan and
granddaughter of Lisette and Jack.

« We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in
faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other
meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and
guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to
come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to
share the Peace of Christ.



---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Kelly Kraus
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’'re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your
offering to the church is also an option.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Olffering Song
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pres-ence, and give u a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Litleran Book of Worslip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hoense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER Kelly Kraus

Let us pray.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



DIALOGUE Rev. James Hilden-Minton

G C D D/C Bmin Emin C A min F
Gﬁ -1 I K \ ! } i h — N
T T i L U
Oy .. oo s ®

The Lord be with you! Andal-sowith you! Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
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Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give our thanksand praise.
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"Takeand eat. This is my bo-dy, gi-ven for you. Take and eat. This is my bo-dy,
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poured out for you. Do this for the re-mem - brance of me,"”




LORD’S PRAYER

Tune: John Titro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The congregation is seated.
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Thine is  the king-dom and the po - werand the glo - ry, for-e - ver. A - men.
COMMUNION SONG
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace, Lamb of God



MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Kelly Kraus

Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

Blossed



SENDING SONG ELW 656

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the te that binds our hearts n Chris-tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - twal woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we  shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind 18 like to that a- bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares,
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all c - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 17401817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G, Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

DISMISSAL Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017673.



