Welcome to Worship for
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, August 23, 2026
% gcmdd @WM(//@ %ﬁwmé

722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE John Womack
During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW 645

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in  your glo - ry ev - er-more with you to reign.
one in glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn. c. 7th cent.: 1. John Mason Neale, IS18-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY. Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1302~ 1868

GREETING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is seated.

---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 Deacon Sue Tyler

'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
?Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
*For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LoORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
>I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
¢Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 138 John Womack

O Lorp, your stead - fast love en - dures for - ev -  er

Psalm 138:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
1T will give thanks to you, O LorD, with I my whole heart;
before the gods I will ! sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast ! love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ! bove all
things.
*When I called, you ! answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
“All the rulers of the earth will praise ' you, O LoRrD,
when they have heard the words ! of your mouth. R
>They will sing of the ways ! of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LoORD.
°The LorbD is high, yet cares ! for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty ! from afar.
’Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you ! keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right |
hand shall save me.
¢You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O LoRrD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands. R

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-13 Deacon Sue Tyler

°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; °love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ?Rejoice in hope; be patient
in affliction; persevere in prayer. > Contribute to the needs of the saints;
pursue hospitality to strangers.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu 1a.
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” *And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” *He said to them, “"But who do you say that I am?”
1Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. *And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. *°I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2°Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The congregation stands.

”»




HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 654
The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion s Je - sus Christ, her Lord:
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o'er all the earth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.

SEESSE =SS eE=E

From heav'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up:“How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,

G

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 18391900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, I1810-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Deacon Sue Tyler
The congregation sits or kneels.

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built.
Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that
they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach
us to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of
relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among
all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental
illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need
this day.

We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.

A brief silence

We pray for the family and friends of Roberta Rhoads on her passing.
We pray for the family and friends of Pat Mullen on his passing.
We pray for Jack; Sharon; Kellen; Radha.
We pray for Kathy and Ed; David; Willie; Faith.
We pray for Jerry and Jackie; Pastor James; Roger; Jim.
« We pray for Jan; Mark; Phillip; Kathryn; Robin and Cathy.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Israel, Mali, South Sudan, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar.

« We pray for recovery, healing, and safety for all impacted by natural
disasters, extreme heat, storms, flooding, and wildfires.

« We pray for safe and positive environments for students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

« We give thanks for the birth of Stella Louise, daughter of Vivian and
John and granddaughter of Mac and Miriam.

« We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied
gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship
that all may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died
in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them
at your eternal banquet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to
share the Peace of Christ.

[



---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Deacon Sue Tyler
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your
offering to the church is also an option.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music @ 1978 Lutherar Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hcense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER Deacon Sue Tyler

Let us pray.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



DIALOGUE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
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The Lord be with you! Andal-sowith you! Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
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Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give our thanksand praise.
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On the night He was be-trayed, He took the bread, gave thanks,  broke it and said:
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"Takeand eat. This is my bo-dy, gi-ven for you. Take and eat. This is my bo-dy,
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poured out for you. Do this for the re-mem - brance of me,"”




LORD’S PRAYER

Tune: John Titro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The congregation is seated.
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Thine is  the king-dom and the po - werand the glo - ry, for-e - ver. A - men.
COMMUNION SONG
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace, Lamb of God



MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Deacon Sue Tyler

Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

Blossed



SENDING SONG

We All Are One in Mission

ELW 576
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I We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to  wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
erb VI + S : B .
| ; } [ﬁ[ . - ‘ { | | | | !
e e = e J e
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ, the Lord of all
Our min-is - tries are dif - f'rent;our pur - pose is the same:
Now let us be a ves - sel for God’s re - deem-ing Word.
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A sin - gle great com - mis - sion com - pels us from a - bove
to touch the lives of oth - ers with God’s sur-pris-ing grace,
We all are one in  mis - sion; we all are one in call,
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may know Christ’s love.
so ev-Try folk and na - tion may feel God’s warm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ.ithe Lord of all.
lext: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk wne
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
DISMISSAL Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017673.



