Welcome to Worship for

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 5, 2026
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722 Rockbridge Road | Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. James Hilden-Minton, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel
free to utilize this QR code using your smart phone to access our
website, Facebook & Instagram pages, and to give online. Your
generosity for God’s church and presence is making a difference,
both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank

you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

PRELUDE John Womack
During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

The congregation stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

ELW 742

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to  bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry cv - ‘ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit: oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all  be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In  his arms he'll take and shield you: you will find a so-lace there.

lext: Joseph Scriven, 18201886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse. 1832-1918

GREETING

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



The congregation is seated.

---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 John Yale

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-14 John Womack
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Lorp is full of com - pas - sion.

Psalm 145:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

8The LORD is gracious and full ' of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°LORD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over ! all your works. R
10 All your works shall praise ! you, O LORD,
and your faithful ! ones shall bless you.
""They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak ! of your power,
2that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- ! out all ages.
You, LorD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in ! all your
works.
“The Lord upholds all I those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down. R



SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a John Yale

151 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do
the very thing I hate. '*Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law
is good. 7 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
5For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For
the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. "°For I do
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 2°Now if I do
what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies
close at hand. *?For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 2?but I see
in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched person that
I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? ** Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u —
A f—t I —— ——
G [ r o
| |
You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu - 1a.
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ®*“To what will I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one
another,

7*We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; “the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.”



5 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; *°yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

2%*Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *°For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The congregation stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 770

Give Me Jesus
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1 In the morn-ing when [ rise, in  the morn-ing when | rise,
2 Dark . . . mid-night was my cry. dark . . . mid-night was my  cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day., just a - bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, ...when I come to die, oh, ... when 1 come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and . . . when | want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when | rise, give me Je - sus,
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
Just  a - bout the break of day, give me le - sus.
oh. . ...when | come to die, give me Je - SUS.
and . . .. when | want to sing,  give me Je - Sus.
Refrain
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You may  have all the rest, give me Je - 5US.

Text: African American spintual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spicitual



APOSTLES’' CREED Rev. James Hilden-Minton

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION John Yale

The congregation sits or kneels.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that
we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home
through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to
lovingly tend. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its
declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for
future generations. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who
have become isolated or ill, or who are in any need.



We offer you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.

A brief silence

« We pray for the family and friends of Joann’s Uncle Bob, on his recent
passing.

« We pray for John and Glenda Wilhelm, on the passing of John’s
brother.

« We pray for Tom; Roger; Rob; Jan; Jason.

« We pray for Mark; Judy; Barbara; Kathryn; Jenifer.

« We pray for Robin and Cathy; K Phillip; John.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

« We pray for peace and reconciliation among the nations, especially in
Iran, Lebanon, Gaza, Israel, Mali, South Sudan, Ukraine, and
Myanmar.

« We pray for health and safety for all experiencing extreme heat,
storms, and wildfires.

« We pray for continued relief and rescue work following earthquakes in
Venezuela.

« We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may
delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and
peace.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish
to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your
liberation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across
communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to
eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE Rev. James Hilden-Minton
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to
share the Peace of Christ.



---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING John Yale
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the
sanctuary doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your
offering online. If you’re joining us online, a link is available in the comments. Mailing your
offering to the church is also an option.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
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fed with the bread of life.  Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all;  u-
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pres-cnce, and give us

Text: John W. Arthur. 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Litheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

a fore-taste of the feast

o come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without perméssion or valid Hcense from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

John Yale

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



+GREAT THANKSGIVING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
+DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your
faithfulness:

through the water;

by night and day;
across the wilderness;
out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear
Son:

at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was
betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Rev. James Hilden-Minton

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.




+LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The congregation is seated.

COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

MUSIC FOR COMMUNION



The congregation stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace unto life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION John Yale

Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING Rev. James Hilden-Minton
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

Blossed



SENDING SONG ELW 608
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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I Soft - ly and ten-der - ly Je-sus is call -ing, call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he's wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me? Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned.he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? *Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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Je-sus is call-ing, call-ing, "0  sin-

Text: Will L. Thompson. 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

ner,

come home!”

Rev. James Hilden-Minton
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