Welcome to Worship for
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 5, 2025

722 Rockbridge Road ¢ Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. Ashton Roberts, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel free to utilize this
QR code using your smart phone to access our website, Facebook & Instagram pages,
and to give online. Your generosity for God’s church and presence is making a
difference, both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE John Womack

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

WELCOME Rev. Ashton Roberts
GATHERING SONG ELW 526

God Is Here!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Ashton Roberts

The assembly kneels or is seated.

In the name of the Sovereign,

and of the + Savior,
and of the Spirit.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The assembly stands in body or spirit.

GREETING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud

Rev. John Tirro
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but the truth that feeds them all is the God whom we pro - claim.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, ©1994 Oxford University Press, Inc.
Tune: John Tirro, ©2023 Mondo Zen Music (johntirro.com)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. Ashton Roberts

Let us pray.

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen
us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve
them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is seated.




—-WORD---

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
' The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

>0 LorD, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?

Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?

*Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

*So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.

The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

>IT will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
*Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
‘ For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
*Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14

Bruce Kraus

Bruce Kraus

' Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in

Christ Jesus,
To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

*I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when
I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. * Recalling your tears, I long to see you
so that I may be filled with joy. ° I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. ¢ For this



reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my
hands, ’ for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and
of self-discipline.

“Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, * who saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, '“ but it has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel. '' For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher,
> and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have
put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to
him. " Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love
that are in Christ Jesus. '* Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living in us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Rev. Ashton Roberts
Refrain, Verse 3, Refrain

Listen, God Is Calling
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GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Rev. Ashton Roberts

> The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ¢ The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and

it would obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? * Would you not rather
say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later
you may eat and drink’? ° Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? '’ So you
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we

have done only what we ought to have done!” ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. Ashton Roberts
The congregation stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 796
How Firm a Foundation
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APOSTLES’ CREED Rev. Ashton Roberts

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Bruce Kraus
The congregation sits or kneels.

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the gift of faith
passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard
seed is enough. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable weather during
the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the
welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and people in
authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and
violence. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and poor.
Come to the help of all in need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time.

We offer to you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.

Additional Intercessions Rev. Ashton Roberts

A brief silence
o We pray for the family and friends of Rita, mother of Ted Cin, on her passing.
® We pray for Eddie and the Pepper and Overton families on the tragic passing of Poppy.



e We pray for Joann; Allison; Joe; Jack.
® We pray for Alex; Roy Craig; Joe.
e We pray for Dan; Kathryn; John.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.
® We pray for Pastor Michael Jannett and the people of Community of Grace Lutheran
Church in Grayson as they gather to worship again in their building and to restore it
from the recent vandalism.
e We pray for all people of the world impacted by ongoing war, conflict, and violence,
especially those caught between Ukraine and Russia; between Israel and Hamas, in
South Sudan; Myanmar, and Ethiopia.
® We pray for swift and accessible aid to those suffering starvation in Gaza, and for those
who work to provide aid and relief.
e e pray for the safety of all those affected by adverse weather conditions.
e We pray for schools everywhere, that all students and those who care for them may feel
safe and free from fear.
e We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may delight when we
are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and peace.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages who teach,
lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by
faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May the faith of
those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son,
Jesus Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

The congregation stands in body or spirit.

PEACE (ELW p. 152) Rev. Ashton Roberts
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to share the Peace of Christ.

OFFERING

We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the sanctuary doors, or you can
utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your offering online. Mailing your offering to the church
is also an option.



OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Repeat twice.
Spirit, Open My Heart
Refrain
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OFFERING PRAYER Bruce Kraus
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION Rev. Ashton Roberts

The Lord Be With You
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The Lord be with you! Andal-sowith you! Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!

4 A L [ —
o = 1y 1 Il H] 1 I | — I | N — I —
WW . s — ‘ ] — — i
] [ B d | I I
) | — o &
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give our thanksand praise.

Text: The Book of Common Prayer
Tune: John Tirro
© 2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673458. Used by permission (contact johntirro{@mac.com).



On the Night He Was Betrayed
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Text: 1 Corinthians 11:22-25, Matthew 26:27, adapt. John Tirro
Tune: John Tirro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673465. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).




The Lord's Prayer
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Text: adapt. John Tirro
Tune: John Tirro
© 2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI # 7015476. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Tune: John Tirro

©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).

The congregation is seated.



MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Bruce Kraus
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

—-SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.

Glossed



ELW 596

SENDING SONG
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Texe: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, al.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 15161368
The congregation is seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Ashton Roberts
DISMISSAL Rev. Ashton Roberts

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
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