Welcome to Worship for
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, September 14, 2025

722 Rockbridge Road ¢ Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. Ashton Roberts, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel free to utilize this
QR code using your smart phone to access our website, Facebook & Instagram pages,
and to give online. Your generosity for God’s church and presence is making a
difference, both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME Rev. Ashton Roberts

PRELUDE John Womack

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

GATHERING SONG ELW 807

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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I Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace:
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come™;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that  grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d'ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee: may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repasitory of Sacred Music, Part I1, 1813



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Ashton Roberts

The assembly kneels or is seated.

In the name of the Sovereign,

and of the + Savior,
and of the Spirit.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The assembly stands in body or spirit.

GREETING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE
Source & Sovereign Rev. John Tirro

Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud
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1 Source and Sove-reign, Rock and Cloud, For - tress Foun - tain, Shel - ter, Light,
2Word and Wis-dom, Root and Vine, Shep-herd, Sa - vior, Ser - vant, Lamb,
3 Storm and Still - ness, Breath and Dove, Thun-der, Tem - pest, Whirl-wind, Fire,
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Judge, De - fend - er, Mer - cy, Might, Life whose life all life en-dowed:

Well and Wa - ter, Bread and Wine, Way who leads wus to I AM:
Com - fort, Coun - selor, Pre - sence, Love, En - er - gies that ne - ver tire:
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May the church at prayer re - call that no sing - le ho -ly name
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but the truth that feeds them all is the God whom we pro - claim.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, ©1994 Oxford University Press, Inc.
Tune: John Tirro, ©2023 Mondo Zen Music (johntirro.com)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. Ashton Roberts
Let us pray.

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.

—--WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 Barb Litke

"The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land
of Egypt, have acted perversely; * they have been quick to turn aside from the way that |
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” ” ° The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. '° Now



let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I
will make a great nation.”

" But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? > Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out
to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. * Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will
give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And the LORD changed his mind
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Barb Litke

T am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me
faithful and appointed me to his service, ' even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, '“ and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. ° The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. '° But for that very reason I received mercy, so that
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those
who would come to believe in him for eternal life. " To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Rev. Ashton Roberts

Refrain, Verse 3, Refrain

Listen, God Is Calling
Neno lake Mungu

Refrain
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Lis-ten, lis-ten, God is call-ing, through the Word in - vit - ing,
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Ye - su a - li - se - ma, Mka - hu - bi - ri
1 Je - sus gave his man-date: share the good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten through - out  the world.
3 Help us to be faith - ful, stand - ing stead - fast,
p Leader All A Refrain
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that he came to save us and set us free.
In the tri -une name of God 2o and bap - tize.
walk-ing in your pre - cepts, led by  your  Word.

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tunc
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynght administrator,

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 Rev. Ashton Roberts

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] > And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

*So he told them this parable: *“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he
finds it? ° And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ° And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I
have found my lost sheep.” 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.



*“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.” 1" Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. Ashton Roberts
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The congregation stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 608

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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I Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus is call -ing, call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je -sus is plead-ing, plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he's wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned.he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who arc wea-ry, come home” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing. call-ing, “O sin-ner, come home!”

Text: Will L. Thompson. 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson



APOSTLES’ CREED Rev. Ashton Roberts

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Barb Litke
The congregation sits or kneels.

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times when we have
been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a
community of mercy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this earth and its
creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, and grant us wisdom and
strength to take action toward restoring your creation to its fullness. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them to make just
decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of your mercy in the world,
working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those who are sick,
grieving, or in pain. Give us compassionate hearts to accompany those who are hurting and
courage to work for justice and mercy.

We offer to you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.
Additional Intercessions Rev. Ashton Roberts

A brief silence



We pray for the family and friends of Mebrat Meresa, mother of Genet Johnson, on her
passing.
® e pray for Alex; Roy Craig; Dan,; Kathryn.
® We pray for Sharon; Allison, Rita.
e We pray for Michelle; Carolyn; John.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.
® We pray for all people of the world impacted by ongoing war, conflict, and violence,
especially those caught between Ukraine and Russia, between Israel and Hamas; in
South Sudan; Myanmar, and Ethiopia.
e We pray for swift and accessible aid to those suffering starvation in Gaza, and for those
who work to provide aid and relief.
e We pray for all victims of gun violence, especially in Orem, Utah and Evergreen,
Colorado.
e We pray for schools everywhere, that all students and those who care for them may feel
safe and free from fear.
e We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may delight when we
are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and peace.
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us with humility
to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and generosity to extend mercy when we
have been wronged. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console those who
mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

The congregation stands in body or spirit.

PEACE (ELW p. 152) Rev. Ashton Roberts
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to share
the Peace of Christ.

OFFERING

We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the sanctuary
doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your offering online.
Mailing your offering to the church is also an option.



OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Repeat twice.
Spirit, Open My Heart
Refrain
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and in  giv - ing. Spir - it, 0o - pen my heart.
OFFERING PRAYER Barb Litke
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION Rev. Ashton Roberts

The Lord Be With You
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The Lord be with you!  Andal-sowith you! Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord!
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Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give our thanksand praise.

Text: The Book of Common Prayer
Tune: John Tirro
© 2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673458. Used by permission (contact johntirro(@mac.com).



On the Night He Was Betrayed
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On the night He was be-trayed, He took the bread, gave thanks,  broke it and said:
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On the night He was betrayed He took the cup, gave thanks, and raised itup:
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"Take anddrink. This is my blood, poured out for you. Take and drink. This is my blood,
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poured out for you. Do this for the re-mem - brance of me."

Text: 1 Corinthians 11:22-25, Matthew 26:27, adapt. John Tirro
Tune: John Tirro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673465. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).




The Lord's Prayer
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Thine is  the king-dom and the po - werand the glo - ry, for-e - ver. A - men.
Text: adapt. John Tirro
Tune: John Tirro
© 2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI # 7015476. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).
Lamb of God
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Tune: John Tirro

©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).

The congregation is seated.



MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Barb Litke
Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.




SENDING SONG
What Is the World Like
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1 What s the world  like when God's  will 15
2 What s t world  like when  God's  will is
3 What is the world  like when God's will is
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soil; branch es reach for the sun.
par - ent breaks in - o 4 run.
plac - ¢s where once  there was none.
lamps till the new day’s be - gun,
voic - ¢S, our hands, and our hearts,
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This is how God moves wus ecach to be - lieve.

This is how God longs for us when we roam.
This is how God works when ri - val - ries end.
This is how God read - ies us for the light.
this is a new world where God’s will is done.

Texr: Adam M. L. Ticx, b, 1979
Music: NEW WORLD, Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952
Toxt sad masi; © 2000 GIA Publications, tac., giamusi com. Al righss reserved
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The congregation is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Ashton Roberts
DISMISSAL Rev. Ashton Roberts
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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