Welcome to Worship for
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, August 3, 2025

722 Rockbridge Road ¢ Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. Ashton Roberts, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel free to utilize this
QR code using your smart phone to access our website, Facebook & Instagram pages,
and to give online. Your generosity for God’s church and presence is making a
difference, both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME Rev. Ashton Roberts

PRELUDE John Womack

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Ashton Roberts
The congregation stands.

In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of *+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
Making Their Way
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heard God’s call:
on this day,
till life’s end,

wealth - y and poor,
hear - ing the Word,
trav - el-ing light,

pow - er - ful, low - ly,
shar - ing the Ban - quet,
shar - ing the rich - es,
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car - ing for strang-er as for friend, till in the joy of long-ing ful-filled,
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the great-est with the least have come to share this feast.
they seek our God to know, and so to- geth-er grow.
to - geth-er we will come to our e - ter - nal home.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b, 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A, Valerius, Nederiandtsch Gedenckelank, 1626
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Rev. Ashton Roberts

Rev. Ashton Roberts

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is
worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The congregation is seated.



---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 Sheila Wagner

> Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

21, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. " I applied my mind to seek and to search
out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to
humans to be busy with. '“1 saw all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity
and a chasing after wind.

»1*T hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to my
successor, 'Y and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. ** So I turned and gave my
heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, *' because sometimes one
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. >> What do mortals get from all the toil
and strain with which they toil under the sun? > For all their days are full of pain, and their work
is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 Sheila Wagner

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. * Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on
earth, ° for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

> Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry).  On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those
who are disobedient. " These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.
“ But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language
from your mouth. * Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with
its practices '’ and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of its creator. '' In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and
in all!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Rev. Ashton Roberts
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 Rev. Ashton Roberts
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,| “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” '* But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?” '* And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s
life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” '° Then he told them a parable: “The land
of a rich man produced abundantly. '” And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
no place to store my crops?’ '* Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. ' And I will say to my soul, Soul,
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ** But God said to
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ *' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are
not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. Ashton Roberts

The congregation stands.




HYMN OF THE DAY

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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I Son of God. e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers. so  may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our
Free - ly
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el

hu - man race,

have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.

dis - cords cease.
hu - man race:

Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our
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you our head.who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by vour pray-ing. by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
M e ey e

fill
we
quench our fe-vered thirst of

us with your love
but stew-ards of

and pit -y,
your boun-ty held in

grant,

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollanise Boerendities en Contradansen, 17H}
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heal our wrong, and help our need.
sol - emn trust will be.
plea-sure, stem our self - ish  greed of  gain.
oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will

be done.



APOSTLES’ CREED Rev. Ashton Roberts

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Sheila Wagner
The congregation sits or kneels.

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the
needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to
embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, winds,
waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and
oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief,
pain and fear. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with compassion as they
make your love known.



We offer to you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.
Additional Intercessions Rev. Ashton Roberts

A brief silence
e We pray for Allison; Ann; Mark; Richard, Rick; Carolyn.
® We pray for Peggy, Rita; Michelle; Mark; Ann; John.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
e We pray for all people of the world impacted by ongoing war, conflict, and violence,
especially those caught between Ukraine and Russia; between Israel and Hamas, in
Iran, Syria; Yemen; Palestine; Haiti; Sudan, Pakistan; and India.
o We pray for those at risk of famine and starvation in Gaza, and for those who work to
provide aid and relief.
o e give thanks for the Rev. Yehiel Curry, presiding bishop-elect of the ELCA and pray
that he is strengthened and sustained as he loves and cares for God’s people.
e e pray for schools everywhere, that all within may feel safe and productive.
e We pray for justice around the world and here at home, that God may delight when we
are creators of justice and joy, compassion, and peace.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of
treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our community is
difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us wisdom
through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the world. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 152) Rev. Ashton Roberts
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to share

the Peace of Christ.




---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the sanctuary
doors, or you can utilize the OR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your offering online.

Mailing your offering to the church is also an option.

The congregation stands.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
0 A
:é T i } l\' 1 | I—| | s | I
| o— | 1 5 o= i b' i j i
P < = l &,
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0 "
[ 11 | 1 — . 2} 1
4% i T : d| ‘f d_ 1 | i 1 | — |
s = * =
bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 [r— :
[ 4 1 | I— | 1 1 1 ] ]
| —t —t— " i oo
4 P P j:%%
fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u-
0 ; [
1 : ? f o —1 ) — —
- 1l 1 1 el 1 ; ﬁ:ﬁ
o " T b d
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
0 R
X — —1 f : 7 i“— i . — . T
& L | 1 ] 1
:@:"—d—“ i . L 3 e — - 0
pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
‘Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid cense from copyright administrator.
OFFERING PRAYER Sheila Wagner
Let us pray.
Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



+GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Rev. Ashton Roberts

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Rev. Ashton Roberts



Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

+LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The congregation is seated.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

MUSIC FOR COMMUNION



The congregation stands.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Sheila Wagner

Let us pray.

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

—-SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.




SENDING SONG ELW 650
In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in  him no south or north.
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-'ry-where their high com-mu - nion find:
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in  him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-Kind.
All chil-dren of the Iliv-ing God are sure - ly Kin to me.
all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.

Music: MCKEE, African American spintual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

The congregation is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Rev. Ashton Roberts

Rev. Ashton Roberts
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