Welcome to Worship for
Second Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, June 22, 2025
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722 Rockbridge Road ¢ Lilburn, GA 30047

Rev. Ashton Roberts, Pastor
John Womack, Director of Music

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here. Please feel free to utilize this
QR code using your smart phone to access our website, Facebook & Instagram pages,
and to give online. Your generosity for God’s church and presence is making a
difference, both here in this ministry and throughout the community. Thank you!




---GATHERING---
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME Rev. Ashton Roberts

PRELUDE Carly King

During this time of meditation the assembly is asked to remain silent.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Ashton Roberts
The congregation stands.

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of = Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW 611

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my  soul re-vived, and now [ live in him.
and in that Light of life I'll walk 6ll trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatus Bonar, 18081889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

GREETING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. Ashton Roberts
Let us pray.

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from
the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The congregation is seated.



---WORD---
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9

1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
2 I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
3 a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
4 who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5 who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
6 See, it 1s written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8 Thus says the Lord:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Sheila Wagner



SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29 Sheila Wagner

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according
to the promise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Rev. Ashton Roberts
0 u | \ ——nn |
##:Q = ] I R— — ]
A\IV4 | | |” 2 é T L
J i T T
Al-1le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u I |
A ———t —t—T— ——
%iﬁj—‘—‘“ —e—2 1 | - -
| ' |
You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39 Rev. Ashton Roberts
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long
time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29 for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back
into the abyss.

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus
to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the
country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been
possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat



and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him;
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done
for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated.

SERMON Rev. Ashton Roberts
The congregation stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 510
Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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Texi: James Quinn, 57, b 191%

Music: LIEBSTER JIESU, WIR 5IND HIER, lohann R, Ahle, 1625-1673
Text @ James Quinn, 81, admin. Selah Publishing Co., [nc.. North American Agent.
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APOSTLES’ CREED Pastor Ashton Roberts

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Sheila Wagner
The congregation sits or kneels.

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church,
the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love. Strengthen the
faith and witness of Christians across the planet and Christians in our community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncertainty, inspire
wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the well-being of your creation:
farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers, conservationists, scientists, advocates,
and policy makers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression, bring peace on
earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence. When people must flee their homes,
guide them to safety. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accompany all who
are sick. Give perseverance to each of us living with mental illness, and shield us from
discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any other human distinction.



We offer to you now the concerns of our hearts, either silently or aloud.
Additional Intercessions Rev. Ashton Roberts

A brief silence
e We pray for Mark and Family,; Patrick; Leslie; Edie; Robin; Allison.
® We pray for Richard; Jim and Gail; James; Keren and Family; Tammy.
e We pray for Michelle; Mark, Ann; Mark and Gail; John.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
[ J
e We pray for students and staff of all schools, for positive, productive, and safe
environments.
e e pray for all people of the world impacted by ongoing war, conflict, and violence,
especially those caught between Ukraine and Russia; between Israel and Hamas; in
Syria; in Yemen; in Haiti; in Sudan; in India.
e We pray for synods of the ELCA as they gather in their assemblies, that the Spirit would
enliven and guide them.
e We pray for all who raise their voice for justice in their communities.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one. Weave among us
the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gathered here, and enliven our
proclamation of how much you have done for us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in your peace,
comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith and witness, may we trust
your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 152) Rev. Ashton Roberts
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

If you are joining us online, reach out by phone, text, email, or social media this week to share
the Peace of Christ.

---MEAL---
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Rev. Ashton Roberts
We have several ways to receive your offering. There is a basket on the table by the sanctuary
doors, or you can utilize the QR code on the front of your bulletin to submit your offering online.
Mailing your offering to the church is also an option.

The congregation stands.



OFFERTORY RESPONSE

ELW 182

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Litherar Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING
+DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

come.

Sheila Wagner

Rev. Ashton Roberts



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE Pastor Ashton Roberts

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,



and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.



+LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The congregation is seated.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
MUSIC FOR COMMUNION
The congregation stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace unto life
everlasting.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Sheila Wagner

Let us pray.

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

---SENDING---
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Rev. Ashton Roberts

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

++ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG ELW 843
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b, 1955
Music: NETTLETON. J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music. Part I1. 1813
Text @ 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission,
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ver - y bread of peace.
ev - 'ty land.
re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Ashton Roberts
DISMISSAL Rev. Ashton Roberts
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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