
Recognition of Sunday SchoolJune 22, 2025Gathering Music “Let Us Build a House” (MV # 1)

Welcome



Lighting the Christ Candle
Week after week, we light thecandle, reminding ourselves thatChrist is the light of the world.And yet, we don’t need a candleto recall this important truth.Our lives are directed in the wayof faith, hope, and love. If wecommit ourselves to theseguiding principles, the Christlight shines in us ! Amen.



Announcements



Prelude “This is My Father’s World”



Call to Worship
We gather in the presence of God, our Creator.
We gather in the love of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
We gather in the embrace of the Holy Spirit.
We gather as God’s people, created in promise,forgiven in love, and made new by the Spirit’sbreath. Amen.



Hymn VU # 232 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You”

1 Joyful, joyful we adore you,God of glory, life and love;hearts unfold like flowers before you,opening to the sun above.Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,drive the gloom of doubt away;giver of immortal gladness,fill us with the light of day.



2All your works with joy surround you,Earth and Heaven reflect your rays,stars and angels sing around you,centre of unbroken praise.Field and forest, vale and mountain,flowery meadow, flashing sea,chanting bird and flowing fountain,sound their praise eternally.



3You are giving and forgiving,ever blessing, ever blest,wellspring of the joy of living,ocean depth of happy rest !Source of grace and fount of blessing,let your light upon us shine;teach us how to love each other,lift us to the joy divine.



4Mortals join the mighty choruswhich the morning stars began;God's own love is reigning o'er us,joining people hand in hand.Ever singing, march we onward,victors in the midst of strife;joyful music leads us sunwardin the triumph song of life.



Prayer of Confession and AssuranceDear God, may you help us in our living and our loving. Let yourlove for us bring us peace and courage, blessing us with youreternal mercy.
May you help us recognise the fear that too oftendivides us and remind us that your love has no endand no boundaries.
May you strengthen us with your love, provide support when wefeel vulnerable, and gather around us a community when we livein fear of uncertain future.Let our lives shine as beacons of your love, that all theworld may know us by our loving and give thanks thatwe are yours. Amen.



Prayer of Promise with God
Colleen: We are thankful our Erin United Church ishere.We are happy to be with others, and to learn andgrow in our faith.We remember today promises made at baptism tosupport one another as we grow in faith. We wantto honour and fulfill these promises.
We promise to encourage each other, to supportour Church, and to join in the journey of faith. Weare called to pray, to learn and to play. We willshare with each other our experiences and insights.



Colleen: We share in the life andministry of the Church.We commit ourselves to the joy andtask of following Jesus - learners andteachers, every one.
Loving God, bless our Church. Mayyou help us to keep the covenant wehave made today; guide us aslearners and teachers of your love, inthe name of Jesus, Child of God,Teacher and Friend. Amen.



Prayer for the TeachersLinda M.: Loving God, in Christ you show us the wayof truth, grace, justice, and love.
May you guide us in that way, knowing that youare in our midst, we pray for those who serve asteachers; send your Spirit to nurture them and allwho are entrusted to our care. May we all beteachers and learners together.
Linda M.: Bless the ministry of this congregation,Erin United Church as we pledge our support for theeducation ministry of your Church in this place.Amen.



Prayer for the Children
Cathy: Triune God, the outside world is loud. Thepressures our children face in today's society areoverwhelming at best. Please help us equip ourchildren;to make informed decisions that align with your truth;give them opportunities to soften their hearts to theworld around them so that they can see those inneed;allow them to react and respond with gentleness andkindness.



Greg: Caring God, may you shield our children andpreserve their innocence; give them a childhood thatwill one day bring forth sweet memories. Please helpus as forerunners to give them a safe refuge and softplace to land in a world overflowing with danger anddeception. Also, give us the wisdom on when tospeak out with truth and grace to protect ourchildren.
Cathy: Precious Redeemer, we want our children togrow into faith-filled adults that yearn to abide inyou. May you give them a heart to love your teachingwith truth and grace.



Greg: Lord, use this generation of children to dowhat is noble, good, and right by equipping them touse their gifts and talents to shed light on thedarkness and restore peace. Let us pray together.
Spirit of God, as adults, we have the honour andprivilege of raising our children to love andfaithfully believe our God. May you grant us softhearts to forgive when needed and open up linesof communication to foster our relationship withone another and with you. We pray in Jesus’name. Amen.



Ceremony of
Sunday School Recognition

led by Wanda



MusicDrum Circle



The Scripture John 6:5–14 read by Noreen K.When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd comingtoward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buybread for these people to eat ?” He asked this onlyto test him, for he already had in mind what he wasgoing to do.Philip answered him, “It would take more than half ayear’s wages to buy enough bread for each one tohave a bite !”Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’sbrother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five smallbarley loaves and two small fish, but how far willthey go among so many ?”Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”



There was plenty of grass in that place, and they satdown (about five thousand men were there). Jesusthen took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed tothose who were seated as much as they wanted. Hedid the same with the fish. When they had all hadenough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather thepieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” Sothey gathered them and filled twelve baskets withthe pieces of the five barley loaves left over by thosewho had eaten. After the people saw the sign Jesusperformed, they began to say, “Surely this is theProphet who is to come into the world.”Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.We give thanks for inspiration.



Reflection “Stone Soup”by Rev. Yun-Hee
Pictorial Presentation “Erin’s Sunday School”



MusicDrum Circle





We Offer Our Gifts
Musical Offering VU # 540

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living
we may offer faithfully.

Offering Prayer

We lift these gifts of our hands and hearts to theglory that is in you, O Christ. We offer our gifts oftalents and time that each of us bring to thiscommunity of faith. Receive these gifts, given freelyfor the greater good of the world. Amen.



Hymn MV # 135 “Called by Earth and Sky”
Refrain Called by earth and sky,promise of hope held highThis is our sacred living trust,treasure of Life, sanctifiedCalled by earth and sky
1 Precious these waters endless seas,deep ocean’s dreamWaters of healing, rivers of rainThe wash of love again Refrain



2 Precious this gift the air we breathe,wind born and freeBreath of the Spirit blown through this placeOur gathering and our graceRefrain Called by earth and sky,promise of hope held highThis is our sacred living trust,treasure of Life, sanctifiedCalled by earth and sky
3 Precious these mountains ancient sands,vast fragile landSeeds of our wakening rooted and strongCreation’s faithful song Refrain



4 Precious the fire that lights our way,bright dawning dayFire of passion sorrows undoneOur faith and justice one
Refrain Called by earth and sky,promise of hope held highThis is our sacred living trust,treasure of Life, sanctifiedCalled by earth and skyCalled by earth and sky



BlessingRaspberry, blackberry, strawberry,blueberry, mango, ’n’ banana, pineapple,too. The fruits of the Spirit grow as we go:love and joy, peace and patience, those weknow.
Kindness, generosity, faithfulnessguide as gentleness and self-controlalways abide.
Raised up with Christ from the waters ofour baptism, we now leave the vineyardChurch for the marketplace, sealed byGod’s promise of everlasting love. Amen.



Commissioning “Go Now in Peace”Go now in peace. Never be afraid.God will go with you each hour ofevery day.Go now in faith, steadfast strongand true. Know God will guide youin all you do.Go now in love and show youbelieve. Reach out to others so allthe world can see.God will be there within, around,above.Go now in peace, in faith and in love.Amen, amen, amen.



God, we thank you for being with us.Thank you Congregation for worshipping today !
Thank you for the Teachers’attentive care and diligent workfor our Sunday School !Thank you children.We appreciate the parents andgrandparents’ passion and lovefor their children’s well-being !

(adapted from the United Church of Canada’s ‘Gathering’, and ‘Celebrate of God’s Presence’and https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/powerful-prayers-to-cover-your-children-every-day-of-the-week.html. Images from the public domain)
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