RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
TOWN OF MEDICINE BOW
Regular Meeting of June 8, 2026

OPENING:   Mayor Justin George called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Those in attendance were Mayor George, Council: Trevor Strauch, Lee Cook, Crystal Mayfield, and Kristi Wickizer.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Motion was made by Cook, seconded by Mayfield to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  adding under Old Business, the Wyoming Funding Summit, and under new business, the Seminoe Power Company meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion was made to approve the minutes from May 11, 2026, with the correction of reversing the 3 and B in the number of the budget ordinance by Strauch, seconded by Wickizer.  Motion carried unanimously.
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS AND RATIFICATIONS:  Motion was made to approve the bills and ratifications by Mayfield, seconded by Cook.  Motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  At 6:07 motion was made by Strauch seconded by Mayfield to go into Executive Session.  Motion carried unanimously.  At 6:17pm, motion was made by Strauch seconded by Wickizer to return to General Session and seal the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING:  At 6:18pm, Mayor George opened the public hearing to hear comments on the budget amendments that had been posted for a minimum of 5 business days.  The budget amendment lines were read.  The amounts listed were in addition to the current budget.  The amendment to the building maintenance budget line included $10,000 for the deductible of the insurance for the Community Hall roof.  There being no further comments, Mayor George closed the public hearing at 6:22pm.  

PUBLIC HEARING OUTCOME:  Resolution 2026-2 A Resolution Amending the Budget for the Town of Medicine Bow for Fiscal Year 2025-26 was read in its entirety.  Motion was made by Mayfield seconded by Cook to approve the resolution.  Motion carried unanimously.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Attorney Remote-in—The OWL system is now in use, and the Attorney would have been invited to remote in, but he was sick.  Motion was made to table the final discussion pending testing it with Attorney Cameron Smith by Cook seconded by Strauch.  Motion carried unanimously.
	Ordinance 2-2026 Planning and Zoning and Ordinance 3-2026 Sanitation—Chairman Trevor Strauch and Public Works Director Brian Lashley had been unable to meet with Attorney Smith on these ordinances, so both remain tabled pending meetings.
	Street Truck—PWD Lashley had just heard back on a possible truck in Colorado for sale that had a separate motor for operating the vacuum system.  Determination should be made if the motor needed re-sleeving before purchasing it.  This topic remains tabled pending further information.
	Homeland Security and Emergency Management Operations Plan—Lenny Lehman, the person who was spearheading the discussions on this topic no longer works for the county.  Motion was made by Wickizer, seconded by Mayfield to keep this tabled pending communication from a new director.  Motion carried unanimously.  
	Tree Trimmer—the town had received two bids, and two others said they would come and give bids but did not.  Motion was made to accept the lowest bid at $6,500 and reject the bid for $39,000.  Motion carried unanimously.
	Wyoming Funding Summit—Councilmember Mayfield was unable to go, and no one else could go.  It was decided to wait until next year to send a representative.

NEW BUSINESS:  Ordinance B3-2026 Annual Appropriations Ordinance for the Town of Medicine Bow for Fiscal Year 2026-27 Third Reading was read in its entirety.  The town has requested the maximum tax levy allowed by statute, 8 mills.  Motion was made by Strauch, seconded by Wickizer to approve the final reading of the ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously.
	Mosquito Rates and Sewer Averages—When the water is shut off, the mosquito charge isn’t paid, but the property is still being sprayed.  Everyone should have to pay for the spraying, since only 158 active users are paying for the whole town to be sprayed.  Snowbirds do not have a four month’s winter sewer average since they are not here during winter.  They are charged for what they use when they are here.  The sewer rates will need to be reviewed as the Fund is not generating enough revenue to meet costs.  Motion was made by Cook, seconded by Strauch to table this discussion pending a workshop when PWD Lashley is ready.  Motion carried unanimously.
	 Collections on Delinquent Bills and Vacant Town Lots—The Town has not been paying the water maintenance fees for 27 vacant lots.  The sooner they are offered for sale the sooner they can begin to generate money for the fund.  The advertisement should state that streets were being built.  There are several lots on which people have not paid the water maintenance fee in years.  Attorney Smith will be consulted over what could be done with those.
	Wage Project Grant—A grant to supplement the Museum Director’s wages was found, but in the discussion, it was learned only a 501 (c) 3 could apply.  The Friends of the Museum could not use it for the Museum Director as that position was paid through the Town.  A different amount of $50,000 could be used for community projects that had a wide impact on the people of Carbon County.
	Employee Wages Next Fiscal Year—all wage increases next year will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  Annual Performance Evaluations would be factored into the decision.

	Seminoe Power Company Meeting—a new power project was holding an informational meeting on June 10, 2026, and from 2:00pm to 4:00pm was set aside for municipalities.  Councilmember Lee Cook will attend this meeting and bring back information.
	
STATUS REPORTS

	Recreation Board—is still focusing on the Medicine Bow School Reunion June 26-28.  There will be vendors at the park, and the food pantry will serve food.  No business license is required from the Town for vendors.  The Snack Shack will be open during the movie.  The Recreation Board will buy candy for the parade.  The School Alumni Association send a check to the Town for the Recreation Board for expenses.  The Fire Department will serve breakfast on Sunday morning.
	South Central Wyoming EMS—Danny Beckel will be interviewed again for the director position on June 16.  The final reading of the budget will be June 15.
	Public Works—It has been a problem to read the school meter; materials are being gathered to put in a meter pit outside the building.  The summer crew is mowing the parks. 
	Medicine Bow Volunteer Fire Department—six members have been taken off probation and are now full members. Elections were held and the results are Wayne Maddox is Fire Chief, Scott Green is the Assistant Chief, Austin Sanchez is the Training and Rural Information Officer.  The parade will start at the Fire Station on June 27.  There will be a Father’s Day breakfast on the Saturday before the day.  Fireworks are planned for Independence Day.
	Planning and Zoning Commission—did not meet in May but will meet to discuss the west side streets and wind and solar power in town.  The ordinance states a fee would be set by the Council for solar power and a form would be filled out for the County.  They would investigate the procedures for solar power in the County.  
	Medicine Bow Museum—Bob Heward was gathering information on the next steps for the Fossil Cabin.  The museum owned the fencing that was still at the old site as well as some stored at the old swimming pool.  The cabin would have to be fenced off until the new doors and windows were placed, and until a safety inspection took place.  The Town is in the process of insuring it and would tape it off until it is stabilized on its new site.
	Carbon County Visitors Council—no report.
	Town Attorney—no report
	Medicine Bow Airport—the Board had not met in May.  A meeting was organized with the Recreational Aviation Foundation.  Volunteers picked up trash and tires and were enthusiastic about the airport.  The donor who had been going to donate a metal roof to the beacon building backed out of the commitment, so other roof options are being considered.
	
CITITIZENS PARTICIPATION—none

CORRESPONDENCE—the Carbon County Library Board sent a letter to the Town stating that despite having received a grant for the Medicine Bow and Hanna libraries that would keep them open until August 2027, they would close the Medicine Bow library as of June 30, 2026.  Mayor George spoke to them regarding the budget they presented and the plan to keep it open one day a week until August 2027 had been agreed upon.  The money that had been intended only for the Medicine Bow and Hanna branches of the library should have been used only for that purpose.  Citizens are encouraged to reach out to the Carbon County Library Board and tell them what was discussed at this meeting and the one where they committed to keeping the two libraries open with the earmarked money and ask what happened to the money.  It was suggested applying for the WCF grant that was discussed earlier so the town could use that money to keep this branch open.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion was made by Strauch and seconded by Wickizer to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm.  Motion carried unanimously.



								BY:  ____________________________________
								       Justin George, Mayor
ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Karen R Heath, Clerk/Treasurer



