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The Black 
Church Is 
Beautiful

The Black Church is more than a religious 
institution. It is a sanctuary, school, 
conservatory (a place where sacred music 
and artistic expression are cultivated and 
preserved), refuge (a place of protection, 
belonging, and hope in the face of 
dehumanization), advocate, incubator (a 
place where leaders are born and nurtured), 
and a community anchor. 

In this four-week course, we will explore the 
historical, biblical, theological, and cultural 
foundations of the Black Church, from 
Christianity’s ancient African roots to the 
Black Church's enduring witness in 
America. 
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Week 1- Our Story Begins Before the Ship: 
Christianity was in Africa before the transatlantic 
slave trade. 

Week 2- Faith In A Land Of Bondage
 How enslaved African encountered, interpreted, 
and practiced Christianity amid oppression. 

Week 3- Faith Built Institutions
 How the Black Church built schools, communities, 
social service centers, and freedom movements.

Week 4- The Beauty of Her Legacy and Witness
The Black Church’s continuing contributions, 
mission, and challenges. 



How We Will Study 
Our curriculum will approach each lesson 
through five recurring lenses:
Reading the Bible In Color- Recovering the 
African presence In Scripture and reading the 
Biblical text with historical and cultural 
awareness.
Singing In A Strange Land- Exploring how 
the musci of the black church expresses faith 
, suffering, hope, and what we believe about 
God (theological conviction). Each week we 
will incorporate a spiritual, hymn, or gospel 
song from an African American. 
The Ministry of Memory- Remembering the 
people, places, and experiences that shaped 
our spiritual inheritance. 



How We Will Study 

Scholar’s Corner- 
Engaging historical 
evidence, primary 

sources, and credible 
scholarship, especially 
by African and  African 

American scholars.

From the Sanctuary to 
the Streets- 

Connecting what we’ve 
learned to the 

contemporary mission 
of the church and the 

lives of the learner. 



Course Objectives

1. Recognize African’s significant place in 
biblical and early Christian history.
2. Understand how the Black Church emerged 
and developed through distinct historical 
experiences.
3. Appreciate the theological, educational, 
musical, social, and cultural contributions of 
the Black Church.
4. Examine the Black Church’s history 
critically, acknowledging both its 
accomplishments and challenges.
5. Embrace our responsibility to preserve its 
legacy and extend its witness to future 
generations.



Our Story 
Does Not 
Begin With A 
Ship

Our story does not begin with ships or slavery. 
Our story begins with God. 
• Genesis 1:26-27
Why is this important?
On far too many occasions, the story of African 
American people is told from the point of slavery. 
God did not create slaves. Man created slaves. 
God created man. Man created racial 
hierarchies, systems of slavery, discrimination, 
imperialism, and colonialism. 
 Our humanity was established by God before 
it was denied by others.

• Three-Fifths Clause
• Dred Scott vs. Sandford

What is the doctrine of Imago Dei?
 



Created In God’s 
Image, Not the 
Image of 
Oppression 
Slavery is a 
human 
institution. 
Racism is a 
human invention. 
God gave man 
dominion over 
creatures, not 
over other races. 
(Gen. 1:28)

1. Our Origin- We are created by God, not 
defined by the circumstances of our past, 
our parents, our ancestors, or our present 
condition.

2. Our Identity- We bear God’s image, not 
the identity that is imposed on us by 
oppressive systems.

3. Our Dignity- Our worth is inherent, not 
determined by race, status, wealth, or 
human legislation.

Scriptures
• II Corithians 10:5

• Daniel 1:7
• Galatians 3:28



From 
Creation To 
Restoration

Genesis 1:26-27 Human Dignity
God created us and all of humanity in His 
image.
Exodus 3: 7-8 Divine Deliverance
God heard the cries of an oppressed people 
and came down to deliver them.
Leviticus 25:10 Jubilee Restoration
God commanded Israel to proclaim freedom 
and restore ancestral inheritances.
Luke 4:18
Jesus comes in the continuum of the Jubilee 
tradition.



Africa In The 
Biblical Story 
and Beyond

Summary
Genesis 10- Africa Among the Nations: 
Cush, Egypt, Put
Matthew 2:13- Jesus flees to Egypt. 
Luke 23:26; Mark 15:21- Simon of Cyrene
Acts 2:10- Egypt and Libya near Cyrene
Acts 13:1

The Savior Came Before the Ships
Research affirms that Christianity was 
already in parts of Africa before 1619. The 
Bible clearly traces that Africa received 
Christianity before Europe. You will receive 
an article that establishes that many 
Africans entered the slave trade from 
communities that practiced Christianity. 
Our Story does not begin with a ship. 
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