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= WELCOME TO HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH =
ﬁ Served by the Mercedarian Friars USA (wWwww.orderof mercy.org) ﬁ

PARISH OFFICE, 588 W. Gay Street, Columbus, OH 43215 MASS SCHEDULE

Open ......... Monday — Thursday: 8:00 am —3:00 pm ot b MBS

Main No......614-221-4323  Fax No: 614-221-9818 Satur da;‘ ] 9: dO apm

Web...........www.holyfamilycolumbus.org 7 N . ] ,

Email.......... office@holyfamilycolumbus.org Sunday: 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

Facebook.....Holy Family Catholic Church
Flocknote.....holyfamilycolumbus@flocknote.com

PERSONNEL STAFF

Father Michael J. Donovan, O. de M...Pastor

Father Daniel Bowen, O.de M.......... Vocation Director
Brother Kevin Cush, O.de M............ Seminarian

Brian Krull ...................... Business Manager
Secretary................cooii Mary Gamble
Maintenance..................ocoeiiiinl. Tim Kearns
Music Director / Organist................ Shawn Kenney
OCIA (RCIA) Coordinator............... Linda Hamilton
Religious Education........................ Sr. Bozena Tyborowska LSIC
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Altar Servers — Br. Kevin Cush, O. de M., Director
Confraternity of Christian Mothers — Rita Martinez, President
Diocesan Center for the Guard of Honor

of the Sacred Heart of Jesus— Rebecca Rector, Zelatrix
Eucharistic Adoration —Sarah Hill, Coordinator
Holy Family Young Adults — Bear Bates, Coordinator
Hospitality — Kathy McKinniss & Linda Hamilton, Coordinators
Knights of Columbus — Br. Kevin Cush, O. de M., Grand Knight
Liturgical Ministry — Linda Hamilton, Coordinator
Mercedarian Lay Third Order — Fr. Michael J. Donovan, O. de M.,

Spiritual Director

Respect Life — Jake & Kennedy Oliger, Coordinators
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary — Sr. Bozena Tyborowska, Dir.

SOUP KITCHEN — (backyard of Parish Center building)

Donations...Monday — Friday
8:00am —12noon, preferred (back of building)
12noon —3:00pm, optional (please call in advance)

Main No......614-221-4323

Web............ www.hfsk.org

Email.......... Dennis Shope, Director
soupkitchen@holyfamilycolumbus.org
maintenance@holyfamilycolumbus.org

BAPTISM
Call the Parish office to schedule a Baptism. Children over the age of
6 will require some special instruction.

MARRIAGE

Please call the Parish Office at least six months before the wedding.
Diocesan Pre-Cana and Natural Family Planning classes are required
and six meetings with the priest.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Call the Parish Office during general office hours. Otherwise, call
Parish Office and select “Sacramental Emergency” option.

RECEPTION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST
Those who desire Holy Communion at home should call the
Parish Office.
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Convent of St. Birgitta—40 N. Grubb St., Columbus

Weekly: 7:00 a.m. Mon., Tues., Thurs. Friday
4:00 p.m. Wednesday
(Each day is open to the public)
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Weekdays: 11:30 a.m.—12 Noon
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION SCHEDULE

Holy Family Church
Weekly: 1:00 p.m. Thursday-12 Noon Friday

First Friday Adoration in Reparation to the
Sacred Heart—8:00 p.m.—8:45 a.m. First Saturday

Please contact Sarah Hill at 740-418-0517 or
thehills1936@gmail.com if you have interest in being
scheduled weekly or monthly in either location

Convent of St. Birgitta (CSB)
40 N. Grubb St., Columbus

Weekly:

9:00 a.m. —9:00 p.m. Tuesday

8:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. Mass Wednesday
4:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m. following 4pm Mass
9:00 a.m. —9:00 p.m. Friday

MOST HOLY ROSARY

Weekdays: 11:30 am (Tuesday is Respect Life Rosary)
Chaplet of Divine Mercy follows Rosary

Saturday: 8:30 a.m. before 9:00 a.m. Marian Mass

8:15 a.m. before 9:00 a.m. First Saturday Mass
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. (before Mass)

Sunday:
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to be
scheduled to lead before 9am Saturday or 9am; 5pm
Sunday Mass.

REGULAR DEVOTIONS

Each Tuesday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass there are

J§l Devotions to St. Anthony of Padua.

Each Saturday novena Prayers to Our Lady of Mercy

i %‘E"« following 9:00 a.m. Mass.
O |
On First Wednesday of each month a 7:00 p.m. Mass

Wiies
% is offered in honor of Good Saint Joseph.

On First Friday of each month following the 12:15 &
7:00 p.m. Masses there is Act of Consecration of the
Human Race to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
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MASS INTENTIONS APRIL 5— APRIL 12, 2026

Sun Apr 5
9:00 AM *

11:00 AM *
5:00 PM *

8:00 PM

Mon Apr 6
7:00 AM

12:15 PM

Tues Apr 7
7:00 AM

12:15 PM

Wed Apr 8
12:15 PM
4:00 PM

Thurs Apr 9
7:00 AM

12:15 PM

Fri Apr 10
7:00 AM
12:15 PM

Sat Apr11
9:00 AM

Sun Apr 12
9:00 AM *

11:00 AM *
5:00 PM *
8:00 PM

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
The Healing of Phil Eichorn

by Mark & Jean Frank & Family

Unborn Children and All Priests and
Religious, by Knights of Columbus #13428
An Increase in Postulants to the
Mercedarian Order, by Rebecca Rector
People of the Parish

Monday within the Octave of Easter
CSB — All Souls in Purgatory

by Yvette Reategui

The Kevin and Amy Sellers Family
by Emily Sellers

Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
CSB —Kerry Schlaechlor Smith and
Living Family Members

by Eric & Christy Conklin

Albina Syliwniuk, by Sr. Maria

Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
Hannah Jasper, by Judith Jasper

CSB —Repose of the Soul

of Dominic and Quintino Aracri

Thursday within the Octave of Easter
CSB —Living and Deceased Friends

and Family of The Roths

by Andrew, Kourtney & Joel Roth

Repose of the Souls

of James and Livia Gallichio, by His Family

Friday within the Octave of Easter
CSB —Holy Souls in Purgatory
Carla Koesters, by Kevin Koesters

Saturday within the Octave of Easter
Repose of the Souls

of Tom and Arlene Gigliotti

by Deanna Gordon

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

People of the Parish

Deceased Members of Holy Family Alumni
The Intentions of Dina Giddens

Happy Birthday Jared

by Catherine, Cam, Joseph & Caroline

* Incense will be used at this Mass

Monday, April 6, 2026

Holy Family Parish Office CLOSED
Holy Family Soup Kitchen OPEN

PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY

Airman William Harding Marable, US Air Force
Airman Lucas JY Tortora, US Air Force

Col. Timothy W. Grady, US Air National Guard
Specialist E4 Logan Christ, US Army Active Duty
1st Lt. John M. Kennedy, US Army Active Duty

1st Lt. Michael V. Dickerson US Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Nicholas C. Kennedy US Army National Guard
SPC Brian A. Marsh, US Army National Guard

SPC Trinity P. Roach, US Army National Guard
SPC Zach Sowers, US Army National Guard

Active Duty Trey Warner, US Army National Guard
Lt. Col. Stephen Hueckel, US Army Reserve

SGT Liam A. Smith, US Army Reserve

BM2 Joseph Flynn, US Coast Guard

Capt. Michael “Mich” Rector, US Marine Corps.
LCpl. Brendan Thomas, US Marine Corps.

Lt. Michael Bellavia, US Navy

Lt. Rockford Bowman, US Navy

SCPO Zachery Cook, US Navy

Lt. Andrea Rae Kaltenbach, US Navy

Active Duty Dan Severance, US Navy

LECTOR SCHEDULE
April 5 THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

9:00 am Kendy Troiano
11:00 am 7’4 Bill Warren
5:00 pm /!| 4 Rebecca Rector

April 12 DIVINE NDAY
9:00 am Susan Lau
11:00 am Brett Ballantyne

5:00 pm %5, ¢ Dan Hueckel

{+° SERMON ON THE AMOUNT
Giving for March 23 —March 29, 2026

Offertory
Collection $ 5,903
On-Line 2,649
Mail +1,300
Total $9,852
Less: Assessment (10%) -__985
Net $ 8,867
Soup Kitchen $2,571
Total Capital Campaign Donations $456,257
The Appeal Pledges $92,690
The Appeal Goal $82,347

God Reward your Generosity m(ﬁ*{,{

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HOLY FAMILY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #13428
HE HAS RISEN!!! We would like to wish everyone a

4 ?i . April 5, 2026 .‘*(

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS
& LADIES GUILD

Serving the Women of Holy Family Since 1887

Happy Easter.

We continue to collect aluminum cans for the
Seminarians. All proceeds will go to these young
men of Christ. Please drop the cans off at the
entrance of the Church and/or Parish Center.

Upcoming Events

Sunday April 12, 2026—Knights of Columbus monthly
Council meeting in the Parish Center following 11:00am
Mass.

If you are interested in becoming a Knight of Columbus,
please contact Jack Gookin at (614) 309-2519.

.ﬂ' HOLY FAMILY RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY

Our upcoming meeting is Monday, April 13 from 7-8pm
in the Parish Center. We welcome anyone to join!
Questions can be emailed to holyfamilyrim@gmail.com.

Our Rosary for Life meets every Tuesday at 8:45am—
10:45am in front of Planned Parenthood on E. Main St.
Those interested in carpooling can meet in the

Holy Family parking lot by 8:15 am or you can join us to
pray the Rosary for Life every Tuesday before Mass at

11:25 am.

We continue to collect used and new baby supplies for
our local pregnancy centers who help men and women
choose life instead of abortion. Please place any
donations in the undercroft in the box near the

He is Risen!

Lord Jesus, We thank You for rising from the
dead and giving us the gift of eternal life. Fill our
hearts with joy and gratitude, helping us live each
day in Your light. May we always recognize Your
blessings, share Your love with others, and
remain mindful of Your sacrifice and victory. Let
our lives reflect the hope and renewal of Easter,
guiding us to walk faithfully with You in every
circumstance. Amen.

Spring Flower Sale is in process. Order forms are in
the vestibule, parish center and undercroft. You may
also request one via holyfamilyccm@gmail.com.

Mother’s Day Novena Cards can be requested
starting Sunday, April 12" in the vestibule. Christian
Mothers will be available at most Masses.

Our next Christian Mothers meeting is April 18"
after 9:00 AM Mass in the undercroft.

Anyone interested in joining our Confraternity, please
send us information to holyfamilyccm@yahoo.com.

Wishing all a wonderful celebration of our Risen Lord.

Holy Family Confraternity of Christiam Mothers Officers
Rita Martinez, President / Louise Popich, Vice President
Anita Van Order, Treasurer / Kendy Troiano, Secretary

Father Michael J. Donovan, O. de M. Director

elevator.

“Like us, Christ entered the world through the womb of a
woman. He willingly experienced the fullness of human
suffering. He breathed his last on the Cross at Calvary in
order that He might save us. Therefore, ‘God is the
foundation of hope: not any god, but the God who has a
human face and who has loved us to the end’

(Spe salvi 31).”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Respect Life Reflection: Christ Our Hope

in Every Season of Life” (citing Pope Benedict XVI, Spe salvi © 2007, Libreria
Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.)

Our Lady of Fatima Procession- Wednesday May 13"
praying the Rosary through downtown Columbus to

St. Patrick Church is in the process! A
flyer with more information will soon be
provided.

“The Rosary is the most beautiful and
the most rich in graces of all prayers it
is the prayer that = 0

touches most the
Heart of the
Mother of God.” ---_=[ ]

1 - Pope St. Pius X w ‘

View th|s bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Save the Date! All-Catholic High School Reunion
(Pre-1971 grads) on July 17th

A special “Reunion Luncheon” is being organized for
those who graduated from a Columbus Catholic high
school (since closed or still open) before 1971. this
special gathering will take place on Friday, July 17,
from 11 a.m.—3 p.m. in the Valley Dale Ballroom, site
of so many past events and fond memories. Final
details (cost, lunch activities, RSVP instructions) will
be released in May via letter, email, social media, and
parish bulletins. In the meantime, mark this date on
your calendar! Email Katy Ryan Paolini
(katysma61@outlook.com), Louis J. Fabro
(Ifabro@scprep.ort), or Lou Nobile
(Ingolf57@att.net) if you have suggestions on how
to make this event even more special.

See you on July 17th!

OCIA class will not meet Tuesday, April 7, but will
resume the following week on April 14 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Parish Center.

Divine Mercy Sunday wear Red to symbolize the
blood of Christ and His passion. Wear W

Pale Blue for the water that washes souls clean.




EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
April 5, 2026

Divine Merey Suneay

APRIL 1232025
Holy Family

584 W. Broad St., Columbus OH 43215

e R (A i s

Jesus, I Trust in You




Ny

"W

e EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

April 5, 2026

Holy Family Capital Campaign

$850,000

<—| Capital Campaign Goal

$800,000
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$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

Current

! Donations |

$456,257

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

With your generosity, the Capital Campaign will
fund capital improvement needs for the
Church, Activity Center, and Soup Kitchen.
Pledges made to the Campaign may be paid for
up to a two-year period. These needs include
the following:

e Activity Center Roof - $235,000 to eliminate
many leaks currently occurring in the building.

e Church Roof, Gutters and Downspouts -
$230,000. This would entail replacement with
slate-like shingles.

e Tuck Pointing/Masonry Repair - $150,000 for
both Church and Activity Center.

e HVAC - $45,000 for the Rectory and $40,000
for the Activity Center.
e Soup Kitchen Van Replacement - $55,000
e Access System - $20,000
e Softs Costs - $75,000 (i.e. Diocesan
Assessment, loan interest)

Let us pray for the success of our Campaign and
| ask each of you to participate to the best of
your ability, always remembering God’s love
for us. Thank you for making Holy Family the
vibrant parish that we are. May God bless you
abundantly!

In the Hearts of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Fr. Michael J. Donovan, 0. de M

3/29/2026
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L ectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (773:3)

The month of April is dedicated to the Holy Spirit.

"On the day of His Resurrection, Jesus Christ left in the tomb the shroud which is the
symbol of our infirmities, our weaknesses, our imperfections. Christ comes from the tomb
triumphant - completely free of earthly limitation; He is animated with a life that is
intense and perfect, and which vibrates in every fiber of His being. In Him everything that
is mortal has been absorbed by His glorified life.” +BLESSED COLUMBA MARMION

Monday, April 6 ~ The Octave of Easter

Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:8-15 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away quickly from the tomb,
fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce the news to his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them on their
way and greeted them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had
happened. The chief priests assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave a large sum of
money to the soldiers, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him while we
were asleep.” And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has circulated among the
Jews to the present day.

Meditation: Have you ever asked what the basis of our faith is in the resurrection? The scriptures tell us
that "faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen"(Hebrews 11:1). Faith is
an entirely free gift that God makes to us. Our faith is a free assent to the whole truth which God reveals
to us through his word. Faith is certain because it is based on the very word of God who cannot lie. Faith
also seeks understanding. That is why God enlightens the "eyes of our hearts" that we may know what is
the hope to which he has called us (Ephesians 1:18). Peter the Apostle says we have been born anew to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3). Through the gift of faith,
the Lord reveals himself to those who believe in his word and he fills them with "new life in his Holy
Spirit". Do you live in the joy and hope of the resurrection? And do you recognize the presence of the
Risen Lord in his word, in the "breaking of the bread", and in his church, the body of Christ?

Prayer: O God, who give constant increase to your Church by new offspring, grant that your servants
may hold fast in their lives to the Sacrament they have received in faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Are you always prepared to meet the Risen Lord? The disciples of Jesus were as
unprepared for his resurrection as they were for his death. The empty tomb made them fearful and joyful
at the same time. "Where did they put the body or did he really rise just as he predicted?" Even though
Jesus had spoken to them before of his death and rising, they could not believe until they saw the empty
tomb and met the risen Lord. Aren't we the same? We want to see with our own eyes before we believe!
The guards brought their testimony to the chief priests and elders who met the news with denial. They
were resolved to not believe that Jesus had risen and they bribed the guards in the hope of keeping others
from believing.

Tuesday, April 7 ~ The Octave of Easter

Holy Gospel: John 20:11-18 Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she
bent over into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet
where the Body of Jesus had been. And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid him.” When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus there but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, *“Woman, why are

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 8



you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She thought it was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you
carried him away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take him.” Jesus said to her, “"Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “"Rabbouni,” which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me,
for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord,” and then reported what he had told her.

Meditation: The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our hope - the hope that we will see God face
to face and share in his everlasting glory and joy. “Without having seen him you love him; though you do
not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your
faith you obtain the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9). And so, do you recognize the Lord's presence
with you, in his word, in the "breaking of the bread", and in his church, the body of Christ?

Prayer: O God, who have bestowed on us paschal remedies, endow your people with heavenly gifts, so
that, possessed of perfect freedom, they may rejoice in heaven over what gladdens them now on earth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: How easy it can be to miss the Lord when our focus is on ourselves! Mary did not at first
recognize the Lord because her focus was on the empty tomb and on her own grief. It took only one word
from the Master, when he called her by name, for Mary to recognize him. Mary's message to the disciples,
I have seen the Lord, is the very essence of Christianity. It is not enough that a Christian know about the
Lord, but that we know him personally. It is not enough to argue about him, but to meet him. In the
resurrection we encounter the living Lord who loves us personally and shares his glory with us. The Lord
gives us "eyes of faith" to see the truth of his resurrection and victory over sin and death (Ephesians
1:18).
Wednesday, April 8 ~ The Octave of Easter

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going
to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things
that had occurred. And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew
near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. He asked them, “What
are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking downcast. One of them, named Cleopas,
said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have
taken place there in these days?” And he replied to them, “*What sort of things?” They said to him, “The
things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified
him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the
third day since this took place. Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at
the tomb early in the morning and did not find his Body; they came back and reported that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. Then some of those with us went to the
tomb and found things just as the women had described, but him they did not see.” And he said to them,
“Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the Scriptures. As they approached the village
to which they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. But they urged him, “Stay
with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. And it
happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to
them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then
they said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and
opened the Scriptures to us?” So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found
gathered together the Eleven and those with them who were saying, “"The Lord has truly been raised and
has appeared to Simon!” Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Meditation: St. Augustine provides a reflection on the dimness of their perception: "They were so
disturbed when they saw him hanging on the cross that they forgot his teaching, did not look for his
resurrection, and failed to keep his promises in mind" (Sermon 235.1). "Their eyes were obstructed, that
they should not recognize him until the breaking of the bread. And thus, in accordance with the state of
their minds, which was still ignorant of the truth (that the Christ would die and rise again", their eyes were
similarly hindered. It was not that the truth himself was misleading them, but rather that they were
themselves unable to perceive the truth." (From The Harmony of the Gospels, 3.25.72) How often do we
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fail to recognize the Lord when he speaks to our hearts and opens his mind to us? The Risen Lord is ever
ready to speak his word to us and to give us understanding of his ways. Do you listen attentively to the
Word of God and allow his word to change and transform you?

Prayer: O God, who gladden us year by year with the solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection, graciously
grant that, by celebrating these present festivities, we may merit through them to reach eternal joys.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: We often wonder how it would have been difficult for the disciples to recognize the risen
Lord. To put it simply, Jesus' death scattered his disciples and shattered their hopes and dreams. They
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. They saw the cross as defeat and could not comprehend
the empty tomb until the Lord appeared to them and gave them understanding. Jesus chided the disciples
on the road to Emmaus for their slowness of heart to believe what the scriptures had said concerning the
Messiah. They did not recognize the risen Jesus until he had broken bread with them. Do you recognize
the Lord in his word and in the breaking of the bread?

Thursday, April 9 ~ The Octave of Easter

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:35-48 The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, and
how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread.

While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to them,
“Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it
is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.”
And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and
were amazed, he asked them, “"Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he
took it and ate it in front of them.

He said to them, “"These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

Meditation: Isn't amazing how much we are like the apostles? We won't believe unless we can see with
our own eyes. The gospels attest to the reality of the resurrection. Jesus goes to great lengths to assure
his disciples that he is no mere ghost or illusion. He shows them the marks of his crucifixion and he
explains how the scriptures foretold his death and rising. Jerome, an early church bible scholar,
comments: "As he showed them real hands and a real side, he really ate with his disciples; really walked
with Cleophas; conversed with men with a real tongue; really reclined at supper; with real hands took
bread, blessed and broke it, and was offering it to them...Do not put the power of the Lord on the level
with the tricks of magicians, so that he may appear to have been what he was not, and may be thought to
have eaten without teeth, walked without feet, broken bread without hands, spoken without a tongue, and
showed a side which had no ribs." (From a letter to Pammachius against John of Jerusalem 34, 5th
century)

Prayer: O God, who have united the many nations in confessing your name, grant that those reborn in
the font of Baptism may be one in the faith of their hearts and the homage of their deeds. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: A central teaching of the gospel is the cross; but it does not stop there. Through the
cross Jesus defeated our enemies — death and Satan and won pardon for our sins. His cross is the door to
heaven and the key to paradise. The way to glory is through the cross. When the disciples saw the risen
Lord they disbelieved for joy! How can death lead to life, the cross to victory? Jesus shows us the way and
he gives us the power to overcome sin and despair, and everything else that would stand in the way of his
love and truth. Just as the first disciples were commissioned to bring the good news of salvation to all the
nations, so, we, too, are called to be witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to all who live on the
face of the earth. Do you witness the joy of the gospel to those around you?

Friday, April 10 ~ The Octave of Easter

Holy Gospel: John 21:1-14 Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He
revealed himself in this way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in
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Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”
They said to him, "We also will come with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” They
answered him, “"No.” So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find
something.” So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked
in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for
they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they
climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, “"Bring some
of the fish you just caught.” So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred
fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come,
have breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?” because they realized it was
the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish. This was
now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead.

Meditation: Why didn’t the apostles immediately recognize the Lord when he greeted them at the Sea of
Tiberias? John gives us a clue. He states that Peter decided to return to his home district of Galilee, very
likely so he could resume his fishing career. Peter was discouraged and didnt know what to do after the
tragedy of Jesus’ death! He went back to his previous career out of despair and uncertainty. The other
apostles followed him back to Galilee. When was the last time Peter was commanded to let down his net
after a futile night of fishing? It was at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee when the Lord
dramatically approached Peter in his fishing boat after a futile night of fishing and commanded him to
lower his nets (see Luke 5:4-11). After the miraculous catch, Jesus told Peter that he would be ‘catching
people” for the kingdom of God. Now Jesus repeats the same miracle. John, the beloved disciple, is the
first to recognize the Lord. Peter impulsively leaps from the boat and runs to the Lord. Do you run to the
Lord when you meet setbacks, disappointments, or trials? The Lord is ever ready to renew us in faith and
to give us fresh hope in his promises.

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, who gave us the Paschal Mystery in the covenant you established for
reconciling the human race, so dispose our minds, we pray, that what we celebrate by professing the faith
we may express in deeds. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Skeptics who disbelieve the resurrection say the disciples only saw a vision of Jesus. The
gospels, however, give us a vivid picture of the reality of the resurrection. Jesus went out of his way to
offer his disciples various proofs of his resurrection - that he is real and true flesh, not just a spirit or
ghost. In his third appearance to the apostles, after Jesus performed the miraculous catch of fish, he
prepared a breakfast and ate with them. Peter’'s prompt recognition of the Master and exclamation “It is
the Lord!” stands in sharp contrast to his previous denial of his Master during the night of Jesus’ arrest.
The Lord Jesus reveals himself to each of us as we open our hearts to receive his word. Do you recognize
the Lord's presence in your life? Do you receive his word with faith? Are you open to conforming your
mind and heart to that of Jesus Christ, so that you can follow him with love as a true disciple?

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in
writing from the copyright owner. Prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.
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