


PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
March 29, 2026

mass intentions march 29— april 5, 2026

Sun Mar 29 PALM SUNDAY
OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

9:00 AM * People of the Parish
11:00 AM * Repose of the Soul of Anna Bozzarelli

by Kathy McKinniss
5:00 PM * Repose of the Soul of Sue Williams

by Carmen Levingston
8:00 PM Father Michael Donovan, O. de M.

by The Rudolph Family
Mon Mar 30 Monday of Holy Week
7:00 AM CSB—Repose of the Soul of Richard Lumpe

by Fr. Michael J. Lumpe
12:15 PM Joe Koesters, by Kevin Koesters
Tues Mar 31 Tuesday of Holy Week
7:00 AM CSB—Repose of the Soul

of Janet A. Van Rummel
by Sean & Jody White

12:15 PM Vera Koesters, by Kevin Koesters
Wed Apr 1 Wednesday of Holy Week
12:15 PM Eric Koesters, by Kevin Koesters
4:00 PM CSB—Lost Souls That Nobody Prays For

by Marie Avacri
Thurs Apr 2 Thursday of Holy Week

No 7:00 AM CSB Mass
No 12:15 PM Mass
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:00 PM Father Daniel Bowen, O. de M.
by The Rudolph Family

Fri Apr 3 Friday of the Passion of the Lord
Good Friday
No 7:00 AM CSB Mass
No 12:15 PM Mass
No 7:00 PM First Friday Sacred Heart Mass

Sat Apr 4 Holy Saturday
No 9:00 AM First Saturday Devotion Mass
Easter Vigil Mass

9:00 PM * Complete Healing of Ed Rutherford
by The Wolcott Family

Sun Apr 5 THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
9:00 AM * The Healing of Phil Eichorn

by Mark & Jean Frank & Family
11:00 AM * Unborn Children and All Priests and

Religious, by Knights of Columbus #13428
5:00 PM An Increase in Postulants to the

Mercedarian Order, by Rebecca Rector
8:00 PM People of the Parish

NO CONFESSIONS EASTER SUNDAY
* Incense will be used at this Mass

HHOOLLYY WWEEEEKK LLEECCTTOORR SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
Mar 29 PALM SUNDAY
9:00 am Mary Gamble

The Passion
Br. Kevin, O. de M.
Brandan Litman

11:00 am Br. Kevin, O. de M.
The Passion

Br. Kevin, O. de M.
Fr. Bill

5:00 pm Brian Bishop
The Passion

Br. Kevin, O. de M.
Brian Bishop

April 2 Holy Thursday
7:00 pm Elaine Browning

April 3 Friday of the Passion of the Lord
3:00 pm Br. Kevin, O. de M.

The Passion—Gospel
Fr. Michael, O. de M.
Fr. Daniel, O. de M.
Br. Kevin, O. de M.

April 4 Easter Vigil
9:00 pm Linda Hamilton

Rebecca Rector
Austin Hill
Br. Kevin, O. de M.

April 5 THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
9:00 am Kendy Troiano

Br. Kevin, O. de M.
11:00 am Bill Warren

Br. Kevin, O. de M.
5:00 pm Rebecca Rector

Br. Kevin, O. de M.

Theresa Piatt
Maura Renouf
Michelle Stewart
Josh Stroud
Genny Temple
Celeste Trautman
Bill Warren
Mary Ann Wirsching

Melody Christ
Sarah Conway
JoAnn Cormack
Mary Jo Fetch
Jack Gookin
John Keller
Larry Lorms
Charles McKinniss
Debbie Newell

No Weekly or First Friday Adoration scheduled.
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
March 29, 2026

Almighty and Everlasting God, You have given the
human race Jesus Christ our Savior as a model of
humility. He fulfilled Your Will by becoming Man
and giving His Life on the Cross. Help us to bear
witness to You by following His Example of
suffering and make us worthy to share in His
Resurrection. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, Your Son.
Just a reminder that there are Blessed Sorrowful
Mother Candles in the undercroft and parish center.
They will be available in the vestibule Holy Week.
Free-will offerings accepted. All funds going directly
to the parish.
Spring Flower Sale has started. Order forms are in
the vestibule, parish center and undercroft. You may
also request one via holyfamilyccm@gmail.com.
Our next Christian Mothers meeting is April 18th

after 9:00 AM Mass in the undercroft. Christian
Mothers Mass and St. Gerard blessings will be
Sunday, April 19th after 11:00 AM Mass.
Anyone interested in joining our Confraternity, please
send us information to holyfamilyccm@yahoo.com.
Wishing all a wonderful Lent.

Holy Family Confraternity of Christiam Mothers Officers
Rita Martinez, President / Louise Popich, Vice President
Anita Van Order, Treasurer / Kendy Troiano, Secretary

Father Michael J. Donovan, O. de M. Director

HOLY FAMILY RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY

Our upcoming meeting is Monday, April 13 from 7—8pm
in the Parish Center. Consider attending our monthly
meetings to be a voice for the voiceless in our
community. Questions can be emailed to
holyfamilyrlm@gmail.com.
Our Rosary for Life meets every Tuesday at 8:45am—
10:45am in front of Planned Parenthood Surgical Clinic.
Those interested in carpooling can meet in the
Holy Family parking lot by 8:15 am.
If you are not able to go to the clinic, you can join us to
pray the Rosary for Life every Tuesday at 11:25am
before Mass.
Local pregnancy help centers are life affirming non-profit
organizations that provide women facing unexpected
pregnancies with alternatives to abortion. We continue to
collect baby/maternity supplies for our local Columbus
centers. Please place diapers wipes, clothing, etc. in
the undercroft in the box near the elevator.
You can locate pregnancy centers across the country by
visiting www.optionline.org.

We would like to Thank everyone for their patronage at
the Family Dinner last Friday, it was a big success. We
especially want to thank the Christian Mothers for all
their help.

We continue to collect aluminum cans for the
Seminarians. All proceeds will go to these young men of
Christ. Please drop the cans off at the entrance of the
Church and/or Parish Center.

If you are interested in becoming a Knight of Columbus,
please contact Jack Gookin at (614) 309-2519.

SERMON ON THE AMOUNT
Giving for March 16—March 22, 2026

Offertory
Collection $ 2,940
On-Line 2,397
Mail + 340
Total $ 5,677

Less: Assessment (10%) - 568
Net $ 5,109
Soup Kitchen $ 3,765

Total Capital Campaign Donations $456,257
The Appeal Pledges $92,690
The Appeal Goal $82,347

CCOONNFFRRAATTEERRNNIITTYY OOFF CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN MMOOTTHHEERRSS
&& LLAADDIIEESS GGUUIILLDD

Serving the Women of Holy Family Since 1887

Congratulations to the family of
Miriam Kathryn Foley who was
welcomed into our faith community
through the Sacrament of Baptism.

Have you ‘officially’ joined Holy Family Church?
In order to schedule a sacrament at our Church, or be a
sponsor/godparent, you must be officially registered.
Being a dedicated Mass attendee and/or donor of the
Church or Soup Kitchen does not automatically make
you registered! Please contact the Parish Office and a
registration form can easily be emailed, mailed, or
provided in person Monday—Thursday at our office. The
Holy Spirit brought you here for a reason and YOU are
what makes us who we are. Very special. Please join.

Friday, April 3, 2026
Holy Family Soup Kitchen CLOSED

Monday, April 6, 2026
Holy Family Parish Office CLOSED
Holy Family Soup Kitchen OPEN
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
March 29, 2026

Holy Saturday at 10:30 a.m. Holy Family Church invites you to come have your
Easter Baskets blessed with the
food and treats for your Easter
celebration.
The custom of bringing an Easter basket to
Church on Easter Sunday is an age-old tradition
among the Slavs. It stems from the desire of the
Christian community to ask God’s blessing on
the foods that will break the Great Fast (Lent)
and from which they have abstained during this
period. The religious significance attached to
the foods eaten is symbolic of Christ Himself,
our true Passover.

Masio (Butter) - Usually the butter is shaped
into a figure of a Lamb or of a three-barred
cross and decorated in much the same fashion
as the cheese. Butter is to remind us of the
goodness of Christ that we ought to be
demonstrating to all men by our lives in Him.

Babka (Easter Bread) - It is symbolic of Christ Himself, who is our True Bread.

Jajka (Eggs) and Pisanki (decorated with symbols of Easter) - Highly decorated eggs indicative of our new
life in Christ and of resurrection.

Szynka (Ham) - Symbolic of great joy and abundance.
Some prefer lamb or veal. The lamb also reminds
Christians that the Risen Christ is the “Lamb of God.”

Sionina (Smoked Bacon) - A piece of uncooked bacon
cured with spices. Symbolic of the lavishness, the
overabundance of God’s mercy toward us.

Sol (Salt) - Symbolic of prosperity and justice and to
remind us that people are the flavor of the earth. A
condiment necessary for flavor, reminding Christians
of our duties toward others to “flavor” the world.

Ser (Cheese) - Is intended to be indicative of the
moderation that Christians should have in all things.

Kielbasa (Sausage) - A spicy, garlicky sausage of pork,
veal, beef and other products. Indicative of God’s favor
and generosity.

Candle - Represents Christ as the Light of the World.

Colorful Ribbons - Attached to the basket as signs of
joy and new life in the season of spring and in celebration
of the Resurrection.

Any Other Items you want to put in (chocolates,
desserts, etc.) that will be served for Easter dinner.
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Easter Flower Names & Donations
To have names included on the poster for Easter
Sunday, they need to be received along with your
donation by morning of April 2nd.
Donations can be sent online also. Please be
sure to call or email Names to the Parish Office
should you choose this method so they will be
included. Please call the Parish Office if you have
questions. We don’t want to leave anyone out!
Help make Easter Sunday complete.

Please note the Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026
bulletin issue is due to printing one day early.
Deadline for bulletin articles, Notes, and columns
is by 12 Noon on Tuesday, March 31st. Thanks!

3/22/2026

St. Charles Offering Summer Programs, Camps, and Classes—This June and July, St. Charles will host 35
exciting camps and classes for students of all ages and interests. Options include co-ed camps in Track & Field,
Robotics, Volleyball, and Ice Hockey! Students can also participate in Camp Cardinal, a fun-filled day camp
exploring the best of St. Charles, along with Baseball, Basketball, Borromean Project, Engineering, Football,
Lacross, Quiz Bowl, Soccer, Speed Camp, Ultimate Frisbee, and Wrestling camps. For incoming freshmen,
St. Charels also offers readiness courses in Latin, Algebra, English Preparation, and Study Skills.

To register or learn more, visit www.scprep.org and select “Summer Programs” under the “Admissions” section.
For questions, contact Ryan Aiello at (380) 209-2248 or raiello@scprep.org.

Serra, Now More Than Ever! No Priest, No Eucharist!
God is Still Calling! It is up to the whole church to amplify
His Call! Are you interested in becoming more involved in
promoting, encouraging, and praying for vocations? Serra
Club is a lay apostolate that has been in our Diocese for
over 40 years. We are looking for more members to stand
alongside our priests, seminarians and women religious to
support vocations for the Diocese of Columbus.
We meet at the Jessing Center at the Pontifical College
Josephinum on the 1st Tuesday of every
month at 11:30am for Rosary, lunch and
a guest speaker.
Please click on the QR CODE if you are
interested.
QUESTIONS? Contact Anne Mallampalli
annemallampalli@comcast.net.
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“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments 
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3) 

 
The month of March is dedicated to Saint Joseph 

 

The month of April is dedicated to the Holy Spirit 
 

"Unless there is a Good Friday in your life, there can be no Easter Sunday.” 
+VENERABLE FULTON SHEEN 

 

March 30 ~ Monday of Holy Week 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:1-11  Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served, while 
Lazarus was one of those reclining at table with him. Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil made from 
genuine aromatic nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair; the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil. Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples, and the one who would betray 
him, said, “Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days’ wages and given to the poor?” He said this 
not because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief and held the money bag and used to 
steal the contributions. So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Let her keep this for the day of my burial. You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
 

The large crowd of the Jews found out that he was there and came, not only because of him, but also to 
see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. And the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus too, because 
many of the Jews were turning away and believing in Jesus because of him. 
 

Meditation: Why was Judas critical of Mary’s lovely deed? Judas viewed her act as extravagant 
wastefulness because of greed. A person views things according to what it inside the heart and soul. Judas 
was an embittered man and had a warped sense of what was precious and valuable, especially to God. 
Jesus had put Judas in charge of their common purse, no doubt because he was gifted in financial 
matters. The greatest temptation we can face will often come in the area of our greatest strength or 
gifting. Sadly, Judas used money entrusted to him for wrong and hurtful purposes. He allowed greed and 
personal gain to corrupt his heart and to warp his view of things. He was critical towards Mary because he 
imputed unworthy motives. Do you examine your heart correctly when you impute wrong or unworthy 
motives towards others? Does love of money taint or possibly destroy your love for Christ? 
 

Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our weakness we fail, we may be revived through 
the Passion of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Do you know the love that knows no bounds? As Jesus dines with his beloved friends, 
Mary does something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on 
Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. Mary's action was motivated by one thing, and one 
thing only, namely, her love for Jesus and her gratitude for God’s mercy. She did something, however, a 
Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosened her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It was 
customary for a woman on her wedding day to bound her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair in 
public was a sign of grave immodesty. Mary was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus. She took no 
thought for what others would think, but what would please her Lord. In humility she stooped to anoint 
Jesus' feet and to dry them with her hair. How do you show your love for Christ? 

 

March 31 ~ Tuesday of Holy Week 
 

Holy Gospel: John 13:21-33, 36-38 Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and 
testified, “Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, at a 
loss as to whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side. 
So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back against Jesus’ chest and said 
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to him, “Master, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped 
it.” So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. After Judas 
took the morsel, Satan entered him. So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Now 
none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the 
money bag, Jesus had told him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or to give something to the poor. So 
Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night. 
 

When he had left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him at once. My children, I will be 
with you only a little while longer. You will look for me, and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot 
come,’ so now I say it to you.”  
 

Simon Peter said to him, “Master, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going, you 
cannot follow me now, though you will follow later.” Peter said to him, “Master, why can I not follow you 
now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Amen, amen, I 
say to you, the cock will not crow before you deny me three times.” 
 

Meditation: Jesus' disciples were put to the test as Jesus prepared to make the final and ultimate 
sacrifice of his own life for their sake and for all the world. What was different between Peter and Judas? 
Judas deliberately betrayed his Master while Peter, in a moment of weakness, denied him with an oath 
and a curse. Judas' act was cold and calculated. Peter, however, never meant to do what he did. He acted 
impulsively, out of weakness and cowardice. Jesus knew both the strength of Peter's loyalty and the 
weakness of his resolution. He had a habit of speaking with his heart without thinking through the 
implications of what he was saying. The treachery of Judas, however, is seen at its worst when Jesus 
makes his appeal by showing special affection to him at his last supper. 
 

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we 
may merit to receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Satan entered into Judas when he rejected Jesus and left to pursue his evil course. 
Satan can twist love and turn it into hate. He can turn holiness into pride, discipline into cruelty, affection 
into complacency. We must always be on our guard against Satan, whose mission among the faithful is to  
turn us from the love of God and the path which God has chosen for us. The Holy Spirit will give us grace 
and strength each and every time that we are tested. If we submit to Jesus we will walk in the light of his 
truth and love. If we turn our backs on him we will stumble and fall in the ways of sin and darkness. Are 
you ready to follow Jesus in his way of the cross?  Or do you run away from the cross of Christ? 

 

April 1 ~ Wednesday of Holy Week 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 26:14-25  One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces 
of silver, and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you 
want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 
‘The teacher says, “My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my 
disciples.”’” The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover. 
 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after 
another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?” He said in reply, “He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is 
the one who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born.” Then 
Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You have said so.” 
 

Meditation: Origen, a 3rd century bible scholar and Father of the Church, comments on Judas' betrayal: 
“Let us consider what Judas said to the Jewish priests: What will you give me if I hand him over to you? 
He was willing to take money in exchange for handing over the Word of God. They do the same thing who 
accept sensual or worldly goods in exchange for handing over and casting out from their souls the Savior 
and Word of truth who came to dwell with them. Indeed, it would be fitting to apply Judas’s example to all 
who show contempt for the Word of God and betray him, as it were, by committing sin for the sake of 
money or for any selfish motive. People who behave in this way appear openly to be calling out to the 
powers of the enemy who offer worldly gain in return for the sin of betraying God’s Word, saying, What 
will you give me if I hand him over to you? And they gave him thirty pieces of silver. The number of coins 
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they gave Judas was equivalent to the number of years the Savior had sojourned in this world. For at the 
age of thirty, he was baptized and began to preach the gospel, like Joseph was thirty years old when he 
began to gather grain for his brothers (Genesis 41:46). Just as at that time the grain was prepared by 
God for the sons of Israel but given also to the Egyptians, so also the gospel was prepared for the saints 
but preached also to the unfaithful and wicked.” [Commentary on Matthew 78.] 
 

Prayer: O God, who willed your Son to submit for our sake to the yoke of the Cross, so that you might 
drive from us the power of the enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Jesus knew beforehand what would befall him. As Jesus ate the Passover meal with his 
twelve apostles he put them under trial and suspicion (one of you will betray me) to teach them to 
examine themselves rightly, to avoid thinking of themselves as being more strong than they were. We, 
also must examine ourselves in the light of God's truth and grace and ask him to strengthen us in faith, 
hope, and love that we may not fail him or forsake him when we are tempted. When you pray the “lord’s 
Prayer” )the “Our Father”) do the words simply roll off your tongue without much thought? Or do you pray 
mindfully and with confidence in the words Jesus gave us to pray: Do not lead us into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil (Matthew 6:13)?  
 

April 2 ~ Holy Thursday ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Holy Gospel: John 13:1-15 Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass 
from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. The devil had 
already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper, fully aware that 
the Father had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was returning to God, 
he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his 
waist. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus 
answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.” 
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have 
no inheritance with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head 
as well.” Jesus said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is 
clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.” For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.”  
 

So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on and reclined at table again, he said to 
them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for 
indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one 
another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.” 
 

Meditation: Saint Augustine, in his homily for this day, wrote: “He had the power of laying down his life; 
we by contrast cannot choose the length of our lives, and we die even if it is against our will. He, by dying, 
destroyed death in himself; we are freed from death only in his death. His body did not see corruption; 
our body will see corruption and only then be clothed through him in incorruption at the end of the world. 
He needed no help from us in saving us; without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine 
to the branches; apart from him we cannot have life. Finally, even if brothers die for brothers, yet no 
martyr by shedding his blood brings forgiveness for the sins of his brothers, as Christ brought forgiveness 
to us. In this he gave us, not an example to imitate but a reason for rejoicing. Inasmuch, then, as they 
shed their blood for their brothers, the martyrs provided “the same kind of meal” as they had received at 
the Lord’s table.   Let us then love one another as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us.” 
 

Prayer: O God, who have called us to participate in this most sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten 
Son, when about to hand himself over to death, entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, 
the banquet of his love, grant, we pray, that we may draw from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity 
and of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Does your love waver when you encounter bitter disappointments and injury from 
others? As Jesus' hour of humiliation draws near he reveals to his disciples the supreme humility which 
shaped the love he had for them. He stoops to perform a menial task reserved for servants – the washing 
of smelly, dirty feet. In stooping to serve his disciples Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of them 
and that the rest would abandon him through disloyalty. Such knowledge could have easily led to 
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bitterness or hatred. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and disloyalty with the greatest humility and 
supreme love. Jesus loved his disciples to the very end, even when they failed him and forsook him. The 
Lord loves each of us unconditionally. His love has power to set us free to serve others with Christ-like 
compassion and humility. Does the love of Christ rule in your heart, thoughts, intentions and actions? 
 

April 3 ~ Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Holy Gospel: John 18:1 – 19:42 Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where 
there was a garden, into which he and his disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also knew the place, 
because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing 
everything that was going to happen to him, went out and said to them, “Whom are you looking for?” 
They answered him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” He said to them, “I AM.” Judas his betrayer was also with 
them. When he said to them, “I AM," they turned away and fell to the ground. So he again asked them, 
“Whom are you looking for?” They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if 
you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of 
those you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut 
off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its scabbard. 
Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?” 
 

So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, and brought him to 
Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had 
counseled the Jews that it was better that one man should die rather than the people. 
 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known to the high priest, and 
he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So the other 
disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in. 
Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” 
He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had 
made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing there keeping warm. 
 

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I have 
spoken publicly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue or in the temple area where all the 
Jews gather, and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I said to 
them. They know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck 
Jesus and said, “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken 
wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm. And they said to him, “You are not one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the 
one whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it. 
And immediately the cock crowed.  
 

Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was morning. And they themselves did not 
enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to 
them and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” They answered and said to him, “If he were 
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” At this, Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves, and judge him according to your law.” The Jews answered him, “We do not have the right to 
execute anyone,” in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of death 
he would die. So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?” 
Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. 
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did 
belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. 
But as it is, my kingdom is not here.” So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 
say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 

When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you 
have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to you the King 
of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this one but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. 
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Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it 
on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
And they struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him 
out to you, so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple cloak. And he said to them, “Behold, the man!” When the chief priests and the 
guards saw him they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered, 
“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.” 
Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went back into the praetorium 
and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer him. So Pilate said to him, “Do you not 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you and I have power to crucify you?” Jesus 
answered him, “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to you from above. For this 
reason the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” Consequently, Pilate tried to release 
him; but the Jews cried out, “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.” 
 

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench in the place 
called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon. 
And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your king!” They cried out, “Take him away, take him away! Crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 
Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 

So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, 
in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus in 
the middle. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, the 
King of the Jews.” Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the 
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.” 
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a share for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top down. 
So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be," in order that the 
passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says: 
 

They divided my garments among them, / and for my vesture they cast lots. 
 

This is what the soldiers did. Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he 
loved he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
 

After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, “I thirst.” There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a 
sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And 
bowing his head, he handed over the spirit. 

 

+ At this point of the Passion pause in prayerful meditation for a short time. + 
 

Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath, 
for the Sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken and 
that they be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one 
who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,  they did 
not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed 
out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that 
you also may come to believe. For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled: 
Not a bone of it will be broken. 
And again another passage says: 
They will look upon him whom they have pierced. 
 

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could 
remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. So he came and took his body. Nicodemus, the one 
who had first come to him at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices, 
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according to the Jewish burial custom. Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried. So they laid Jesus there because of 
the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close by. 
 

Meditation: The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone – all his disciples had 
deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. And his death 
was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for several days on a cross. Jesus' had 
already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown of thorns pressed into his skull. It is no wonder that 
he died mid-afternoon. Pilate publicly heralded Jesus “The King of the Jews” as he died upon the cross, no 
doubt to irritate and annoy the chief priests and Pharisees. Jesus was crucified for his claim to be King. 
The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as king to establish God's reign for them. They 
wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus 
would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus had. Jesus came to 
conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and 
entitlements. We can find no greater proof of God's love for us than the willing sacrifice of his Son on the 
cross. Jesus' parting words, “It is finished!” expresses triumph rather than defeat. Jesus bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won. Even on the cross 
Jesus knew the joy of victory. What the Father sent him into the world to do has now been accomplished. 
Christ offered himself without blemish to God and he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (ref. Hebrews 
9:24-26).  
 

Prayer: Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal protection sanctify your servants for 
whom Christ your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Stations of the Cross: “We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world” (From Stations of the Cross by Saint Alphonsus Liguori). Pray the Stations of the 
Cross today; on-line Stations are available at: https://mycatholic.life/catholic-prayers/stations-of-
the-cross/ 
 

Contemplation: As Father Thomas Merton, OCSO, once wrote: “To know the cross is not merely to know 
our own sufferings. For the cross is the sign of salvation, and no one is saved by his own sufferings. To 
know the cross is to know that we are saved by the sufferings of Christ; more, it is to know the love of 
Christ who underwent suffering and death in order to save us.  It is, then, to know Christ.  For to know his 
love is not merely to know the story of his love, but to experience in our spirit that we are loved by him, 
and that in his love the Father manifests his own love for us, through his Spirit poured forth into our 
hearts.” 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner. Prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;  
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site. 

 

frlumpe:2026 
 
  

A Prayer in Honor of Christ's Passion 
I give You glory, O Christ, because You, the Only-begotten Son, the Lord of all, 
underwent the death of the Cross to free my sinful soul from the bonds of sin. 

What shall I give to You, O Lord, in return for all this kindness?  
Glory to You, O Lord, for Your Love, for Your Mercy, for Your Patience.  
Glory to You, for forgiving us all our sins, for coming to save our souls, 

for Your Incarnation in the Virgin's womb.  
Glory to You, for Your bonds, for receiving the cut of the lash, for accepting mockery.  

Glory to You, for Your Crucifixion, for Your Burial, for Your Resurrection.  
Glory to You, for Your Resurrection, for being preached to all men and women, 

for being taken up to Heaven.  
Glory to You Who sit at the Father's right hand and will return in glory.  

Glory to You for willing that the sinner be saved through Your great Mercy and Compassion. 
Amen. 
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