Saint Mary Catholic Church
701 East Third Street, Wilton, IA 52778
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Sacramental Priest, Rev. Robert “Bud” Grant	Email:  grantrobert@sau.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk209980737]Priest Moderator, Rev. Dale Mallory		Email: malloryd@diodav.org

Parish Life Coordinator, Deacon Dan Freeman
Cell - 563-320-2462		Email:  wiltonstmary@diodav.org

[bookmark: _Hlk109853428]Office Manager - Rosemary Sullivan						Director of Religious Education – Hilary Henke
Cell - 563-723-1050 / wiltonstmaryfin@diodav.org			Cell - 563-260-5861 / wiltonstmarydre@diodav.org

Mass Time:  Sunday – 8:30 a.m.
Religious Education Classes start at 9:30 am during the school year.

Website: https://www.stmarywilton.org		Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stmarysofwilton
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Today’s Readings – 3-1-26.  Today we hear the account of Jesus’ transfiguration, when the Lord suddenly shone like the sun in front of his closest disciples, knocking them to the ground in awe.  On this second Sunday of Lent, we realize that we still have the opportunity to transform our lives, to become a different person, to shine like the sun and amaze those closest to us.  May this celebration of the Eucharist strengthen us to transfigure our lives and make them more closely conform to our Lord’s.  Question of the Week - How can I see myself transfigured between now and Easter?  How will accepting my cross and following Jesus more closely help transform my life?

[bookmark: _Hlk215213505]Three Baptisms at Mass today - St. Mary Family Celebration – Please welcome and pray for Carson Jakob and his parents Nicole & Jakob Airgood, Henry Allen and his parents Laura & Kurt Meincke, and Barret Matthew and his parents Julia Sass and Cody Weih.

St. Mary Parish Schedule:
· Sat Feb 28th		Trivia by EPIC.  Parish Hall doors open at 5:30 pm, Games start at 6:30 pm.
· Sun Mar 1st		Mass, 2nd Sun. Lent.  RE Classes.  Mass Ministry - Grade 6.  
· Reconciliation - Grade 5.
· Tue Mar 3rd		WDMA Lent Service at 12:10 pm – Grace UCC, Wilton.
· Wed Mar 4th	Adoration – 5 pm.  Stations of the Cross - 6 pm.  Soup by Parish Council.  Faith Formation meets afterwards.
· Sun Mar. 8th	Mass – 3rd Sun. Lent.  1st Scrutiny & Creed.  RE Classes.  
Reconciliation - Grade 3.  Parish & Finance Councils meet.
· Tue Mar 10th	WDMA Lent Service at 12:10 pm – United Methodist, Wilton.
· Wed Mar 11th	Individual Confession – 5 pm.  Stations of the Cross – 6 pm.  Soup by EPIC.  
Liturgy Committee meets afterwards.
· [bookmark: _Hlk190007596]Sun Mar 15th	Mass –4th Sun. Lent.  2nd Scrutiny.  No RE Classes.
· [bookmark: _Hlk191384569]Tue Mar 17th	WDMA Lent Service at 12:10 pm – St. Paul Episcopal, Durant
· Wed Mar 18th	Adoration – 5 pm.  Stations of the Cross at 6 pm.  Soup by Liturgy Comm.

[bookmark: _Hlk179451985][bookmark: _Hlk208561514][bookmark: _Hlk208480322]Christian Initiation Classes – Helping those Becoming Catholic or Joining the Catholic Church.  Candidates, Sponsors & Friends invited.  All sessions are in the Day Chapel.  Everyone is invited.
· [bookmark: _Hlk187578346]Sun Mar 1ST	9:45 am		Deacon Dan	Catholic Social Teach. & Care of Creation.
· Tue Mar 3rd		5:30 pm	Father Bud	the Eucharist, Anointing, & Reconciliation.

Vocations - Called by Name - All the parishes of the Diocese of Davenport are participating in Called by Name, a program of vocations awareness.  This program offers an opportunity for us to pray for and to promote vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, recognizing the gifts and potential for leadership and service in parishioners around us.  Each of us are invited to prayerfully consider and encourage these men and women to share their gifts in priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life.  Perhaps you know a man or a woman that is sophomore in high school and older, who has the qualities to become a priest, sister, or brother.  Response cards will be in the pews, please put them in the collection basket when completed.

Help Wanted – We are looking for a Director of Religious Education (DRE) for St. Mary.  Hilary Henke, our current DRE, will serve until June.  She has taken a new job that doesn’t leave much time to fulfill this role.  We thank Hilary for her awesome commitment to our students, teachers, and to our Parish.  Please contact Hilary or Deacon Dan to review the position and job description.

Adoration Service – Exposition, Adoration, & Benediction of the Eucharist will be offered from 5 pm to 6 pm each Wednesday of Lent before Stations of the Cross.  If you can’t make it at 5 pm, please join us whenever you can.  The Stations of the Cross will be led by our Confirmation Students.  Soup will be provided afterwards by one of our Parish committees or groups.

The Wilton/Durant Food Pantry is in need of paper products for their patrons.  St Mary Ladies Faith Sharing group will deliver your donations to the pantry.  Toilet tissue, facial tissue, paper towels may be left in the designated box in the church entrance.  Your generosity is appreciated. Thank you.

VBS is back! Mark your calendars and get on board for a Radical Ride – on the Wings of Prayer June 8th – 12th!  Buckle up as we prepare to soar around the world with Amazing Angels and Super Saints.  We will help children understand the purpose of prayer and how to put prayer into action through the ups and downs of daily life.  All students ages 4-11 are welcome!  We are looking for older student volunteers to join us as well!  Student and volunteer registration will be in March.  Any questions please contact Taci (564-343-1144) or Suzy (563-357- 0612).  An EPIC event!

CRS Rice Bowl Collection: We invite you to use this as a resource to fulfill the Gospel’s command to love and serve our neighbors.  Funds raised through the CRS Rice Bowl collection support development projects in nearly 100 countries overseas, and 25% of the funds stay in our diocese to support local hunger and poverty efforts.  Pick up your Rice Bowls in the Gathering Area.  

12 Hours Confession & Adoration – March 27th from 7am – 8pm at Sts. Mary & Mathias, at 215 West 8th Street, Muscatine, IA 52761.  We go to confession, not only to confess our sins, but to be reconciled with God.  Confession is a tangible reminder that our sins affect not only ourselves and our relationship with God, but our relationship with others as well.  Through this sacrament, we are really, truly forgiven by God Himself, receiving an outpouring of grace and strength to sin no more, our relationship with Christ and his Body, the Church, is restored.

Lenten Family Movie Night- Join us in the Parish Hall for pizza and a movie this Lenten season on Saturday, March 7 from 4-6pm!  We will be showing the Angel studios hit movie King of Kings.  This animated family favorite follows the character Charles Dickens as he tells his son, Walter, the life story of Jesus Christ.  We hope to see everyone for pizza and movie fun!  To donate snacks, drinks or desserts please contact Kara Meyer at 309-738-8246 or Sarah Costello at 563-210-3977.

ICYC (Iowa Catholic Youth Conference) - ICYC is a joyful, high energy day featuring prayer, music, engaging speakers, and the Scally Brothers Band.  5th Annual ICYC for grades 6–8 and their parents, happening on Sun. 3/22/26 from 10 am to 4 pm.  EPIC ICYC is for grades 9–12 on Sat. 3/21/26 from 5:30 to 9 pm.  Both ICYC events are co-sponsored by the Archdiocese of Dubuque and the Diocese of Davenport, both events will be hosted at St. Ludmila Parish in Cedar Rapids and will feature the Scally Brothers Band.  Contact DRE Hilary Henke to register.  St. Mary is offering to pay the cost of attending.  Registration deadline is March 15th.

Mass Intention for Sunday, March 8, 2026 – Jerry Williams
Lay Mass Ministers for Sunday, March 8, 2026.
Announcer & 1st Reading – Madison Smyser		2nd Reading – Megan Smyser
EMHC – Darcy Wolf & Linda Lund			Gift Bearers – Jamey Meyer Family
Ushers – Gail & Bill McCrabb		Servers – Carter, Cooper, & Tucker Smyser

[bookmark: _Hlk206839772]Mass Intentions for the deceased are $10.00 each.  Please indicate who the Mass is for, who requested it, and how many Masses are requested.  We will try to honor requested Mass dates.

To report child abuse, contact the Iowa Dept. of Human Services Child Abuse hotline: 800-362-2178.  If clergy involved or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org or 780 W. Central Park Ave., Davenport, IA 52804.

New Parishioners: Please complete the Registration form online at https://www.stmarywilton.org/ or to request a form after Mass.  The completed form may be placed in the Contribution Basket or given to Deacon Dan.  See the contact information on the Bulletin to contact me with any questions.

Envelopes – If you are not receiving Parish Contribution Envelopes, please contact Deacon Dan.

St. Mary Cemetery – we have developed a Cemetery policy that is effective March 1, 2026.  Cemetery Plot prices - $200 each for now.  Please contact Deacon Dan for a copy of the policy.


Sacraments - to schedule participation in any of these please contact Deacon Dan:
· Confession – email Father Bud at grantrobert@sau.edu for times prior/after Mass.
· Baptism – A preparation class is required for your first child.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Marriage – contact Deacon Dan a minimum of 8 months prior to the proposed event.
· Anointing – Anyone having surgery or experiencing illness may ask for the Rite of Anointing of the Sick.  Father Bud will anoint immediately after Mass.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Funeral Preparation for you or a loved one, please contact Deacon Dan.

Confession Schedule – during Lent Father Bud will be available before Mass and immediately after Mass.  If possible, please email him at grantrobert@sau.edu so he can plan accordingly.

Prayers are requested for Cameron Costello and all the Seminarians of the Davenport Diocese. We also pray for the 11 men in Diaconate Formation to be Ordained July 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk212625953]Fighting to break free from pornography?  Get Help!  https://integrityrestored.com/ or https://www.strive21.com/, or https://www.covenanteyes.com/. Call 563-334-4505 for a local group.

[bookmark: _Hlk214436665][bookmark: _Hlk219289380]Parish Directory App – With our new Pictorial Directory we were also given the ability to download our Parish Directory to our Cell Phones.  Anyone who would like help to download this App to their cell phone should contact Deacon Dan for a special email and code or sign up on the sheet in the Gathering Area.  Also, if you would like to have your picture in the Parish Directory App, please see Deacon Dan.

[bookmark: _Hlk216253419]New Meal Train Ministry - Our meal train ministry helps parishioners who have recently had a baby, those who have recently lost a loved one, are going through an illness or rough time, or those who are temporarily homebound and need assistance with meals.  If you'd like more information, would like to nominate a parishioner, or would like to be put on the list to make meals when able, please contact Sarah Costello at 563-210-3977 or email slcostello09@gmail.com.

The Coming Home Network was established to help non-Catholic Christians, clergy and laity to make the journey home to full communion with the Catholic Church.  https://chnetwork.org/.

Vocations Prayer: Almighty Father, we beg you for an increase in religious vocations and holy marriages in our diocese.  Help us to be generous in our response to Your call.  Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work and strengthen us with the courage to say “yes” and to follow You.  Help us as a Diocese, as a parish, as families to encourage and foster vocations to priesthood, permanent diaconate, and consecrated life.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Parish Contacts:
Trustees:				Denise Timmerman	563-349-3880		denisetimmerman13@gmail.com
						Henry Bentley		563-340-3111		henrybentley1961@outlook.com
Parish Council President	Damon Boorn	319-491-4833		damon.boorn@gmail.com
Finance Council		Joe Kaufman		563-320-6436		kaufjmm@iowatelecom.net
Faith Formations		Jeremiah Costello	563-370-2065		Jeremiahecostello@gmail.com
Liturgy Committee		Dennis Sass			319-430-2063		dwsass51@gmail.com
Music Coordinator 		Bev Reuter			319-321-8524		bsreuter@netwtc.net
Funeral Dinner Coord	Jean Semsch		563-340-3327		fourjsem@netins.net
Face Book Page:		Sarah Costello		563-210-3977 		slcostello09@gmail.com
Prayer Chain			Colleen Nichols		563-260-2212		collienichols@yahoo.com
St. Mary Cemetery		Scott Wolf			563-370-3734		srwolf64@gmail.com
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