Saint Mary Catholic Church
701 East Third Street, Wilton, IA 52778
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Sacramental Priest, Rev. Robert “Bud” Grant	Email:  grantrobert@sau.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk209980737]Priest Moderator, Rev. Dale Mallory		Email: malloryd@diodav.org

Parish Life Coordinator, Deacon Dan Freeman
Cell - 563-320-2462		Email:  wiltonstmary@diodav.org

[bookmark: _Hlk109853428]Office Manager - Rosemary Sullivan						Director of Religious Education – Hilary Henke
Cell - 563-723-1050 / wiltonstmaryfin@diodav.org			Cell - 563-260-5861 / wiltonstmarydre@diodav.org

Mass Time:  Sunday – 8:30 a.m.
Religious Education Classes start at 9:30 am during the School year.

Website: https://www.stmarywilton.org		Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stmarysofwilton
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Today’s Readings – 12-7-25.  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  So proclaimed John the Baptist as he prepared the world for the coming of the Messiah.  We may not be preparing for Jesus Christ’s arrival in the flesh or plunging into the Jordan River, but John’s words apply just as much today as they did then.  We must recognize and repent of our sins in order to be prepared for the Lord’s arrival in our lives in any way.  And the kingdom of heaven is still at hand, glimpsed when we are reconciled with God and our neighbor.  May we hear John’s words as if they were directed to us here and now.  Question of the Week - How can my family live together more harmoniously?  What can I do to help make this happen?

[bookmark: _Hlk215213505]Baptism at Mass today - St. Mary Family Celebration – Please welcome and pray for Russell John and his parents Payton and Christopher Timmerman.

St. Mary Parish Schedule:
· Sun Dec 7th		Mass – 2nd Sun. Advent.  RE Classes.
· Sun Dec 7th		NCYC Stockholders Dessert Event by Invitation.  Parish Hall at 2:30 pm.
· Mon Dec 8th	Mass, St. Andrew 5:30 pm – Immaculate Conception. Holy Day Obligation.
· Tue. Dec 9th	WDMA Advent Service at Peace – United Methodist Church at 12:10 pm.
· Wed Dec 10th	Liturgy Committee at 5:30 pm.
· Sun Dec 14th	Mass – 3rd Sun. Advent. RE Classes. No Council meeting. 
· Tue Dec 16th	WDMA Advent Service at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Durant at 12:10 pm.
· Sun Dec 21st	Mass – 4th Sun. Advent.  No RE Classes.  Poinsettia deadline.
· Tue Dec 23rd	WDMA Advent Service – at St. Mary, Wilton at 12:10 pm,
· Wed Dec 24th	Mass - Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm.  Night Readings.  NO RE Classes.

[bookmark: _Hlk179451985][bookmark: _Hlk208561514][bookmark: _Hlk208480322]Christian Initiation Classes – Helping those Becoming Catholic or Joining the Catholic Church.  Candidates, Sponsors & Friends invited.  All sessions are in the Day Chapel.  Everyone is invited.
· Tue Dec 9th	6:00 pm.  Father Bud will help us understand our Church Structure and Church History, especially as it was affected by Vatican II.
· [bookmark: _Hlk212048700]Sun Dec 21st	9:45 am.  Amanda Vasey & Dyllin Kitzmiller will discuss the reason / purpose of the Church’s Liturgical Seasons, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.

[bookmark: _Hlk212048823]Christmas Angel Tree - We will have a Christmas Angel Tree in the lobby again this year starting November 23rd.  Pick an Angel, sign the list and purchase a gift.  Or give a gift of money which will be used to buy gifts for any Angels left and to give the families a chamber gift card to use.  The gifts need to be wrapped with the information Angel taped to the outside and back to church by December 14th.  Please call Cindy Gavin 563-299-2522 with any questions.

Diaconate Discernment Day – Saturday, December 13th at 8 am – 12:30 pm at the Chancery of the Diocese of Davenport, 780 W Central Park Ave, Davenport, IA 52804.  Join us for a special Diaconate Discernment Day, a morning dedicated to exploring what a call to the diaconate may look like.  You and your spouse are invited.  Contact Deacon Dan if you are interested in going.

Christmas Poinsettias – $15 donation.  Please complete an order slip for the poinsettias that will be delivered Saturday, Dec. 20th.  Deadline for orders and payment is Sunday, Dec. 21st.

Christmas Movie Night - St. Mary will show the children's Christmas movie The Star on December 13th from 3:30-5:30 pm.  Children - wear your favorite Christmas PJ's, bring a blanket to cozy up with and enjoy some yummy holiday treats while watching this movie about the Nativity.  All are welcome, but parents we understand if you need a few hours to get some holiday prep done!  There will be a signup sheet in the Gathering Area after Mass to volunteer to donate cookies/snacks.  Please contact Kara Meyer at meyer.kara22@gmail.com or Sarah Costello Slcostello09@gmail.com with any questions.  We look forward to seeing everyone for some holiday fun at St. Mary!


Coat, Blanket, & Socks Drive.  Our Religious Education Students will participate in this service drive from Sunday, December 1st to Sunday, December 14th.  There's a huge need for men's socks at the local homeless shelter (Muscatine Center for Social Action).  Men are coming in without socks and their feet get cold and wet.  This can lead to medical concerns which exacerbates their situation.  Socks, Blankets, and Men's and Women's coats will be donated to MCSA.  Children's coats will be donated to Coats for Kids.  School employees within Mississippi Bend AEA can request a coat for a kid who needs one.  This benefits the kids at Wilton, Durant, Bennett, Muscatine schools, and beyond.  A donation box for these items is next to the table with the Christmas angels.  Items are delivered after Sunday, Dec. 14th.  Please contact our DRE, Hilary, for more information.

Sharing Mass – St. Mary and St. Andrew have decided to share Masses on those days when the Church calls us to a special Mass such as Dec. 8th – Immaculate Conception, Dec. 31st – Mary Mother of God (New Year’s Eve), etc.  Please note that Monday, December 8th, Immaculate Conception, BVM, will be the first Sharing Mass at St. Andrew at 5:30 pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk152070748]Monday, December 8th we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the Eastern Church in the seventh century.  It came to the West in the eighth century.  In the 11th century it received its present name, the Immaculate Conception.  In the 18th century it became a feast of the universal Church.  It is now recognized as a solemnity.  In 1854, Pius IX solemnly proclaimed: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin.”  It took a long time for this doctrine to develop.  While many Fathers and Doctors of the Church considered Mary the greatest and holiest of the saints, they often had difficulty in seeing Mary as sinless - either at her conception or throughout her life.  This is one of the Church teachings that arose more from the piety of the faithful than from the insights of brilliant theologians.  Even such champions of Mary as Bernard of Clairvaux and Thomas Aquinas could not see theological justification for this teaching.  Two Franciscans, William of Ware and Blessed John Duns Scotus, helped develop the theology.  They pointed out that Mary’s Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive work.  Other members of the human race are cleansed from original sin after birth.  In Mary, Jesus’ work was so powerful as to prevent original sin at the outset.

[bookmark: _Hlk201592003][bookmark: _Hlk209710919][bookmark: _Hlk196139951][bookmark: _Hlk191312578][bookmark: _Hlk198800357][bookmark: _Hlk193900756][bookmark: _Hlk187579001][bookmark: _Hlk202789842][bookmark: _Hlk214899762][bookmark: _Hlk199354192]Mass Intention for Sunday, December 14, 2025 – Leonard Gough
[bookmark: _Hlk215214069]Lay Mass Ministers for Sunday, December 14, 2025.
Announcer & 1st Reading – Kinley Boorn		2nd Reading – Judy Freeman
EMHC – Darcy Wolf & Henry Bentley			Gift Bearers – Kortney Heick Family
Ushers – Andy Koopmann & Rick Janney	Servers – Carter Smyser, Scarlet & Zane Grotzky

Protecting God’s Children - To report child abuse contact the Iowa Dept. of Human Services Child Abuse hotline:  800-362-2178 and if clergy involved or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA.

[bookmark: _Hlk195723454][bookmark: _Hlk214435741]New Parishioners: Please complete the Registration form online at https://www.stmarywilton.org/ or to request a form after Mass.  The completed form may be placed in the Contribution Basket or given to Deacon Dan.  See the contact information on the Bulletin to contact me with any questions.
[bookmark: _Hlk212625829][bookmark: _Hlk211009972]Envelopes – If you are not receiving Parish Contribution Envelopes, please contact Deacon Dan.

Guardian Angel Preschool at Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School - offers high-quality, faith-filled early childhood programs for 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds, and Junior Kindergarten students.  Programs include hands-on learning, early literacy and math skills, social-emotional growth in a nurturing environment.  The Interest Application form for the 2026-2027 school year will open soon!  3-year-old Preschool - ($850/year) Mon/Wed Morning | 8:10 - 11:10, Tues/Thurs Morning | 8:10 - 11:10 Tues / Thurs Afternoon | 11:50 - 2:50.  4-year-old Preschool - Mon - Thurs Morning (state funded) | 8:10 - 11:10, Mon - Thurs Extended Day ($1,750/year) | 8:10 - 2:50.  Junior Kindergarten - Mon - Fri ($2,500/year) | 8:10 - 2:40.  We welcome families from Wilton and surrounding areas!  For more information, please contact Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School! Email: registrar@muscatinesaints.org.


Reconciliation is available before & after Mass during Advent.  Let Father Bud know of your need.

New 2026 Lector Workbooks may be picked up from Dennis Sass.

[bookmark: _Hlk212626059]Crisis Emergency Phone: 855-581-8111 or call 988 for those contemplating suicide.

[bookmark: _Hlk214436665]Parish Directory App – Anyone who would like help to download this App to their cell phone or have their picture placed into the directory should contact Deacon Dan.

Prayers are requested for Cameron Costello and all the Seminarians of the Davenport Diocese. We also pray for the 11 men in Diaconate Formation to be Ordained July 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk212625953]Fighting to break free from pornography?  Get Help!  https://integrityrestored.com/ or https://www.strive21.com/, or https://www.covenanteyes.com/. Call 563-334-4505 for a local group.

[bookmark: _Hlk198212880]Sacraments - to schedule participation in any of these please contact Deacon Dan:
· Baptism – A prep class required for family’s first child.  Contact Deacon Dan 1 month prior.
· Confession – email Father Bud at grantrobert@sau.edu for times prior/after Mass.
· Marriage – contact Deacon Dan a minimum of 7 months prior to the proposed ceremony.
· Anointing – Anyone having surgery or experiencing illness may ask for the Rite of Anointing of the Sick.  Father Bud will anoint immediately after Mass.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Funeral Preparation – please contact Deacon Dan.  A great booklet is available to help.

[bookmark: _Hlk212048913]Prayer Chain Request - please contact Colleen at 563-260-2212 or collienichols@yahoo.com.

Parish Directory App – Anyone who would like help to download this App to their cell phone or have their picture placed into the directory should contact Deacon Dan.

Rachels’s Vineyard - a safe place to heal hearts broken by abortion.  Supportive, confidential, and non-judgmental space where women and men can share, release and reconcile painful emotions.  Each weekend is run by volunteers who care deeply about you.  Many of the facilitators have suffered the same loss.  For more information or to register call Teresa at 563-542-8378.

Questions about our Faith – here’s your chance to ask any question pertaining to the Catholic Church and our Catholic Faith that you are curious about.  Simply email your question to wiltonstmary@diodav.org and it will be answered in the Bulletin anonymously.

The Coming Home Network was established to help non-Catholic Christians, clergy and laity to make the journey home to full communion with the Catholic Church.  https://chnetwork.org/.

[bookmark: _Hlk206839772]Mass Intentions for the deceased are $5.00 each.  Please indicate who the Mass is for, who requested it, and how many Masses are requested.  We will try to honor requested Mass dates.

Sacraments - to schedule participation in any of these please contact Deacon Dan:
· Baptism – A prep class required for family’s first child.  Contact Deacon Dan 1 month prior.
· Confession – email Father Bud at grantrobert@sau.edu for times prior/after Mass.
· Marriage – contact Deacon Dan a minimum of 7 months prior to the proposed ceremony.
· Anointing – Anyone having surgery or experiencing illness may ask for the Rite of Anointing of the Sick.  Father Bud will anoint immediately after Mass.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Funeral Preparation – please contact Deacon Dan.  A great booklet is available to help.
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