Saint Mary Catholic Church
701 East Third Street, Wilton, IA 52778
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Sacramental Priest, Rev. Robert “Bud” Grant	Email:  grantrobert@sau.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk209980737]Priest Moderator, Rev. Dale Mallory		Email: malloryd@diodav.org

Parish Life Coordinator, Deacon Dan Freeman
Cell - 563-320-2462		Email:  wiltonstmary@diodav.org

[bookmark: _Hlk109853428]Office Manager - Rosemary Sullivan						Director of Religious Education – Hilary Henke
Cell - 563-723-1050 / wiltonstmaryfin@diodav.org			Cell - 563-260-5861 / wiltonstmarydre@diodav.org

Mass Time:  Sunday – 8:30 a.m.
Religious Education Classes start at 9:30 am during the School year.

Website: https://www.stmarywilton.org		Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stmarysofwilton
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May everyone have a blessed and peaceful Christmas!

[bookmark: _Hlk193362878]Today’s Readings – 12-21-25.  As we approach the festive day on which we may receive gifts and guests into our homes, we take a moment to recall that during this season of Advent we are called to prepare to receive Jesus into our hearts.  Yes, we receive him in a most special way at Christmas, the day we celebrate the world receiving him in the flesh, but we also have the opportunity to receive him each and every day.  Let us humbly ask God to prepare our hearts to receive him in the Eucharist here today.  Question of the Week - What small act of mercy can I carry out this fourth week of Advent?

[bookmark: _Hlk215213505]Baptism after Mass today - St. Mary Family Celebration – Please welcome and pray for Lee Allen and his parents Morgan and Justin Timmerman and their family!

St. Mary Parish Schedule:
· Sun Dec 21st	Mass – 4th Sun. Advent.  No RE Classes.  Poinsettia deadline.
· Tue Dec 23rd	WDMA Advent Service – at St. Mary, Wilton at 12:10 pm,
· Wed Dec 24th	Mass - Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm.  Night Readings.  NO RE Classes.
· [bookmark: _Hlk144814815]Sun. Dec 28th	Mass – Feast of the Holy Family.  No RE Class.
· Wed Dec 31st	Mass – at St. Mary 5:30 pm - Solemnity of Mary.  Holy Day of Obligation.
· Sun Jan 4th		Mass – Epiphany.  RE Classes.
· Wed Jan 7th		Faith Formation meets at 5:30 pm.
· Sun Jan 11th		Mass – Baptism of Lord.  RE Classes.  Councils meet after Mass.  Fr. Kuntz.

[bookmark: _Hlk179451985][bookmark: _Hlk208561514][bookmark: _Hlk208480322]Christian Initiation Classes – Helping those Becoming Catholic or Joining the Catholic Church.  Candidates, Sponsors & Friends invited.  All sessions are in the Day Chapel.  Everyone is invited.
· [bookmark: _Hlk212048700]Sun Dec 21st	9:45 am.  Amanda Vasey & Dyllin Kitzmiller will discuss the reason / purpose of the Church’s Liturgical Seasons, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.
· Sun Jan 4th		9:45 am.  Deacon Dan – Discernment, Discipleship & Evangelization.

Christmas Poinsettias – $15 donation.  Please complete an order slip for the poinsettias.  Deadline for orders and payment is Sunday, December 21st.

[bookmark: _Hlk216778029]Re-scheduled Christmas Movie Night - St. Mary will show the children's Christmas movie The Star on Saturday, December 20th from 3:30-5:30 pm.  Children - wear your favorite Christmas PJ's, bring a blanket to cozy up with and enjoy some yummy holiday treats while watching this movie about the Nativity.  All are welcome, but parents we understand if you need a few hours to get some holiday prep done!  Please contact Kara Meyer at meyer.kara22@gmail.com or Sarah Costello Slcostello09@gmail.com with any questions.

[bookmark: _Hlk214436665]Reconciliation is available before & after Mass during Advent.  Let Father Bud know of your need.

Christmas Singing - Religious Education Students will be singing prior to Christmas Eve Mass.  On Christmas Eve, students should arrive between 3:30-3:45 and report to the gathering area to line up.  Students will sing the 1st verse of Joy to the World, Away in a Manger, and Silent Night.  Tess McKenna will accompany them on the piano.  We encourage everyone to show up early to hear our awesome youth sing praise and thanksgiving to our Lord and Savior.  After they sing, students will find their families and sit with them during Mass.  Please show your students where you will be seated so they can find you afterwards.  Teachers will help younger students find their families if needed.  Our Christmas Eve Mass will begin at 4:00 pm, on Wednesday, December 24, 2025.

Christmas Singing – St. Mary Cantors will be singing before the Christmas Eve Mass prior to the Religious Education Students.  Come early and enjoy!!

Third Graders are great at decorating Christmas Trees.  Thank you, 3rd Graders, so much for helping to decorate our Christmas Tree, it really looks great!

Saint for December 21st – Saint Peter Canisius, priest of the Society of Jesus and Doctor of the Church, is the principal saint commemorated on December 21.  Sent to Germany, he worked tirelessly through preaching and writings to defend and strengthen the Catholic faith, with his renowned Catechism standing out among his contributions.  He died in Fribourg, Switzerland.
Saint for December 21st – Saint Michael the Prophet, who preached justice, condemned idolatry, and foretold the Messiah's birth in Bethlehem.

The Coat, Blanket, & Socks Drive was a huge success.  Thank you to all our parishioners who continue to support our religious education students in their service projects.  Our parish generously donated an entire SUV full to the coat, blanket, and men’s sock drive.  Your kindness and compassion will bring warmth, comfort, and hope to those in need this season.  We are truly grateful for your caring hearts and continued support.  The 6th Graders also provided handmade blankets.

Project Rachel is a confidential, post-abortion healing ministry of the Catholic Church offering hope and healing to women and men hurting from past abortions.  Project Rachel staff understand the emotional pain that follows an abortion.  Calls answered personally, Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00am to 3:00 pm.  Voice messaging is available at all other times.  All calls returned promptly and discreetly.  Local Helpline: 563-333-4107, National Helpline: 1-888-456-HOPE.  The email address is projectrachel@diodav.org.

[bookmark: _Hlk216254837]Mass Intentions - Bishop Walsh, and all Iowa Bishops, are requiring that Mass Intentions for our deceased sisters and brothers be increased from $5 to $10 effective immediately.  All current Mass Intentions that have been received at the $5 cost will be honored.  Mass Intentions requests will cost $10 from this point forward.  Please contact Deacon Dan with any questions or concerns.

Parish Directory App – contact Deacon Dan to download this App or submit a picture for the App.

[bookmark: _Hlk201592003][bookmark: _Hlk209710919][bookmark: _Hlk196139951][bookmark: _Hlk216253269][bookmark: _Hlk191312578][bookmark: _Hlk198800357][bookmark: _Hlk193900756][bookmark: _Hlk187579001][bookmark: _Hlk202789842][bookmark: _Hlk214899762][bookmark: _Hlk199354192]Mass Intention for Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24, 2025 – Debra Krogman
[bookmark: _Hlk215214069]Lay Mass Ministers for Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24, 2025.
Announcer & 1st Reading – Rosemary Sullivan		2nd Reading – Nolan Williams
EMHC – Denise Timmerman & Steph Lilienthal		Ushers – Rick Janney & Joe Kaufman
Gift Bearers – Andy Koopmann Family		Servers – Colin & Connor Thornton Amelia Costello

Mass Intention for Sunday, December 28, 2025 – Jose Maria Cervera
Lay Mass Ministers for Sunday, December 28, 2025.
Announcer & 1st Reading – Natalie Koopmann		2nd Reading – Jacqueline Grotzky
EMHC – Amanda Rockow & Sara Tucker			Ushers – Jean Semsch & Joe Kaufman	
Gift Bearers – Jeremy Lawlor Family		Servers – Kinley, Kensington & Kendall Boorn

Protecting God’s Children - To report child abuse contact the Iowa Dept. of Human Services Child Abuse hotline:  800-362-2178 and if clergy involved or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA.

[bookmark: _Hlk195723454][bookmark: _Hlk214435741]New Parishioners: Please complete the Registration form online at https://www.stmarywilton.org/ or to request a form after Mass.  The completed form may be placed in the Contribution Basket or given to Deacon Dan.  See the contact information on the Bulletin to contact me with any questions.

[bookmark: _Hlk212625829][bookmark: _Hlk211009972]Envelopes – If you are not receiving Parish Contribution Envelopes, please contact Deacon Dan.

[bookmark: _Hlk216253419]New Meal Train Ministry - Our meal train ministry helps parishioners who have recently had a baby, those who have recently lost a loved one, are going through an illness or rough time, or those who are temporarily homebound and need assistance with meals.  If you'd like more information, would like to nominate a parishioner, or would like to be put on the list to make meals when able, please contact Sarah Costello at 563-210-3977 or email slcostello09@gmail.com.

[bookmark: _Hlk216253368]
Funeral Planning & End of Life Issues are available through Deacon Dan.  Call or email to set up a consultation.  Also available are the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care Form, Designee for Final Disposition & Funeral Form, and the Funeral Planning Booklet and Form.

[bookmark: _Hlk216253338]Sharing Mass – St. Mary and St. Andrew have decided to share Masses on those days when the Church calls us to a special Mass.  Please note that Wednesday, December 31st, Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, will be held at St. Mary at 5:30 pm.

Prayers are requested for Cameron Costello and all the Seminarians of the Davenport Diocese. We also pray for the 11 men in Diaconate Formation to be Ordained July 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk212626059][bookmark: _Hlk216775534]Crisis Emergency Phone: 855-581-8111 or call 988 for those contemplating suicide.

[bookmark: _Hlk212625953]Fighting to break free from pornography?  Get Help!  https://integrityrestored.com/ or https://www.strive21.com/, or https://www.covenanteyes.com/. Call 563-334-4505 for a local group.

[bookmark: _Hlk198212880]Sacraments - to schedule participation in any of these please contact Deacon Dan:
· Baptism – A prep class required for family’s first child.  Contact Deacon Dan 1 month prior.
· Confession – email Father Bud at grantrobert@sau.edu for times prior/after Mass.
· Marriage – contact Deacon Dan a minimum of 7 months prior to the proposed ceremony.
· Anointing – Anyone having surgery or experiencing illness may ask for the Rite of Anointing of the Sick.  Father Bud will anoint immediately after Mass.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Funeral Preparation – please contact Deacon Dan.  A great booklet is available to help.

[bookmark: _Hlk212048913]Prayer Chain Request - please contact Colleen at 563-260-2212 or collienichols@yahoo.com.

Questions about our Faith – here’s your chance to ask any question pertaining to the Catholic Church and our Catholic Faith that you are curious about.  Simply email your question to wiltonstmary@diodav.org and it will be answered in the Bulletin anonymously.

The Coming Home Network was established to help non-Catholic Christians, clergy and laity to make the journey home to full communion with the Catholic Church.  https://chnetwork.org/.
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