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Sacramental Priest, Rev. Robert “Bud” Grant	Email:  grantrobert@sau.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk209980737]Priest Moderator, Rev. Dale Mallory		Email: malloryd@diodav.org

Parish Life Coordinator, Deacon Dan Freeman
Cell - 563-320-2462		Email:  wiltonstmary@diodav.org

[bookmark: _Hlk109853428]Office Manager - Rosemary Sullivan						Director of Religious Education – Hilary Henke
Cell - 563-723-1050 / wiltonstmaryfin@diodav.org			Cell - 563-260-5861 / wiltonstmarydre@diodav.org

Mass Time:  Sunday – 8:30 a.m.
Religious Education Classes start at 9:30 am during the School year.

Website: https://www.stmarywilton.org		Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stmarysofwilton
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Today’s Readings – 12-14-25.  On Gaudete Sunday we rejoice, for we know that the Lord is near.  With eyes of faith, we can sense his presence even as we prepare for the celebration of his coming to us as a newborn infant.  With eyes of faith, we can see his coming as well as the prophet Isaiah or the New Testament prophet John the Baptist, who each prepared his people for God’s transformative presence.  With eyes of faith, let us glory in Jesus’ presence right here, right now: in God’s word, in the Eucharist, and in those around us.  Question of the Week - If I am honest with myself, what part of Jesus’ message offends me?

St. Mary Parish Schedule:
· Sun Dec 14th	Mass – 3rd Sun. Advent. RE Classes. No Council meeting. 
· Tue Dec 16th	WDMA Advent Service at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Durant at 12:10 pm.
· Sun Dec 21st	Mass – 4th Sun. Advent.  No RE Classes.  Poinsettia deadline.
· Tue Dec 23rd	WDMA Advent Service – at St. Mary, Wilton at 12:10 pm,
· Wed Dec 24th	Mass - Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm.  Night Readings.  NO RE Classes.
· [bookmark: _Hlk144814815]Sun. Dec 28th	Mass – Feast of the Holy Family.  No RE Class.
· Wed Dec 31st	Mass – at St. Mary 5:30 pm - Solemnity of Mary.  Holy Day of Obligation.
· Sun Jan 4th		Mass – Epiphany.  RE Classes.

[bookmark: _Hlk179451985][bookmark: _Hlk208561514][bookmark: _Hlk208480322]Christian Initiation Classes – Helping those Becoming Catholic or Joining the Catholic Church.  Candidates, Sponsors & Friends invited.  All sessions are in the Day Chapel.  Everyone is invited.
· [bookmark: _Hlk212048700]Sun Dec 21st	9:45 am.  Amanda Vasey & Dyllin Kitzmiller will discuss the reason / purpose of the Church’s Liturgical Seasons, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.
· Sun Jan 4th		9:45 am.  Deacon Dan – Discernment, Discipleship & Evangelization.

[bookmark: _Hlk212048823]Christmas Angel Tree - The gifts need to be wrapped with the information Angel taped to the outside and back to church by December 14th.  Please call Cindy Gavin 563-299-2522.

Christmas Poinsettias – $15 donation.  Please complete an order slip for the poinsettias.  Deadline for orders and payment is Sunday, December 21st.

Diaconate Discernment Day – Saturday, December 13th at 8 am – 12:30 pm at the Chancery of the Diocese of Davenport, 780 W Central Park Ave, Davenport, IA 52804.  Join us for a special Diaconate Discernment Day, a morning dedicated to exploring what a call to the diaconate may look like.  You and your spouse are invited.  Contact Deacon Dan if you are interested in going.

Christmas Movie Night - St. Mary will show the children's Christmas movie The Star on December 13th from 3:30-5:30 pm.  Children - wear your favorite Christmas PJ's, bring a blanket to cozy up with and enjoy some yummy holiday treats while watching this movie about the Nativity.  All are welcome, but parents we understand if you need a few hours to get some holiday prep done!  There will be a signup sheet in the Gathering Area after Mass to volunteer to donate cookies/snacks.  Please contact Kara Meyer at meyer.kara22@gmail.com or Sarah Costello Slcostello09@gmail.com with any questions.  We look forward to seeing everyone for holiday fun at St. Mary!

Mass Intentions - Bishop Walsh, and all Iowa Bishops, are requiring that Mass Intentions for our deceased sisters and brothers be increased from $5 to $10 effective January 1, 2026.  All current Mass Intentions that have been received at the $5 cost will be honored.  Mass Intentions requests will cost $10 from this point forward.  Please contact Deacon Dan with any questions or concerns.

Coat, Blanket, & Socks Drive.  Our Religious Education Students will participate in this service drive from Sunday, December 1st to Sunday, December 14th.  There's a huge need for men's socks at the local homeless shelter (Muscatine Center for Social Action).  Men are coming in without socks, and their feet get cold and wet.  This can lead to medical concerns which exacerbate their situation.  Socks, Blankets, and Men's and Women's coats will be donated to MCSA.  Children's coats will be donated to Coats for Kids.  School employees within Mississippi Bend AEA can request a coat for a kid who needs one.  This benefits the kids at Wilton, Durant, Bennett, Muscatine schools, and beyond.  A donation box for these items is next to the table with the Christmas angels.  Items are delivered after Sunday, Dec. 14th.  Please contact our DRE, Hilary, for more information.

Christmas Singing by the St. Mary Religious Education Students will be performed immediately before the Christmas Eve Mass on Wednesday evening, December 24th.  Students will sing the 1st verse of Joy to the World, Away in a Manger, and Silent Night.  Tess McKenna will accompany them on the piano.  We encourage everyone to show up early to hear our awesome youth sing praise and thanksgiving to our Lord and Savior.  The Christmas Eve Mass will begin at 4:00 pm.

On Gaudete Sunday we are to REJOICE!  Today we rejoice as we are at the midpoint of our Advent preparation for Christmas.  The color is rose, not pink!  The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday.  We rejoice as we begin the second half of this season of preparation, for we realize that the Lord is already in our midst.  While remembering our Lord’s birth over two thousand years ago and looking forward to his coming again in glory at the end of time, we prepare our hearts for his presence here today, praying that every day we can express his good news in what we say and do.  May our words and actions witness to the world the true meaning of Christ’s birth.

Saint for December 14th – Memorial of Saint John of the Cross.  The Catholic Church commemorates Saint John of the Cross, a priest of the Carmelite Order and Doctor of the Church.  Born in 1542 in Spain, he collaborated closely with Saint Teresa of Ávila to reform the Carmelite Order, establishing the Discalced Carmelites through rigorous asceticism, prayer, and a return to contemplative life. John endured significant suffering, including imprisonment and persecution from within his own order, yet his mystical writings - such as The Dark Night of the Soul and The Ascent of Mount Carmel - profoundly illuminate the soul's journey toward union with God amid trials and spiritual dryness.  He died in 1591 at Úbeda, Spain, and was canonized in 1726, declared a Doctor of the Church in 1926 by Pope Pius XI.  Saint John of the Cross is the patron saint of contemplatives, mystics, and those experiencing spiritual desolation.  His life exemplifies the transformative power of divine love, encouraging believers to embrace suffering as a path to deeper faith.

Guardian Angel Preschool at Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School - offers high-quality, faith-filled early childhood programs for 3-year-olds, 4-year-olds, and Junior Kindergarten students.  Programs include hands-on learning, early literacy and math skills, social-emotional growth in a nurturing environment.  The Interest Application form for the 2026-2027 school year will open soon!  3-year-old Preschool - ($850/year) Mon/Wed Morning | 8:10 - 11:10, Tues/Thurs Morning | 8:10 - 11:10 Tues / Thurs Afternoon | 11:50 - 2:50.  4-year-old Preschool - Mon - Thurs Morning (state funded) | 8:10 - 11:10, Mon - Thurs Extended Day ($1,750/year) | 8:10 - 2:50.  Junior Kindergarten - Mon - Fri ($2,500/year) | 8:10 - 2:40.  We welcome families from Wilton and surrounding areas!  For more information, please contact Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School! Email: registrar@muscatinesaints.org.

Sharing Mass – St. Mary and St. Andrew have decided to share Masses on those days when the Church calls us to a special Mass such as Dec. 31st – Mary Mother of God (New Year’s Eve), etc.  Please note that Wednesday, December 31st, Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, will be held at St. Mary at 5:30 pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk201592003][bookmark: _Hlk209710919][bookmark: _Hlk196139951][bookmark: _Hlk199354192]Mass Intention for Sunday, December 21, 2025 – Margaret Gough
[bookmark: _Hlk215214069]Lay Mass Ministers for Sunday, December 21, 2025.
Announcer & 1st Reading – Lucy Costello		2nd Reading – Amanda Vasey
EMHC – Rick Janney & Judy Freeman			Ushers – Colleen Nichols & Terry Martz	
Gift Bearers – Darryl Tucker Family		Servers – Amelia & Ruth Costello & Natalie Koopmann

Protecting God’s Children - To report child abuse contact the Iowa Dept. of Human Services Child Abuse hotline:  800-362-2178 and if clergy involved or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA.

New Parishioners: Please complete the Registration form online at https://www.stmarywilton.org/ or to request a form after Mass.  The completed form may be placed in the Contribution Basket or given to Deacon Dan.  See the contact information on the Bulletin to contact me with any questions.
[bookmark: _Hlk212625829][bookmark: _Hlk211009972]Envelopes – If you are not receiving Parish Contribution Envelopes, please contact Deacon Dan.

Reconciliation is available before & after Mass during Advent.  Let Father Bud know of your need.

Funeral Planning & End of Life Issues are available through Deacon Dan.  Call or email to set up a consultation.  Also available are the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care Form, Designee for Final Disposition & Funeral Form, and the Funeral Planning Booklet and Form.

New Meal Train Ministry - Our meal train ministry helps parishioners who have recently had a baby, those who have recently lost a loved one, are going through an illness or rough time, or those who are temporarily homebound and need assistance with meals.  If you'd like more information, would like to nominate a parishioner, or would like to be put on the list to make meals when able, please contact Sarah Costello at 563-210-3977 or email slcostello09@gmail.com.

[bookmark: _Hlk212626059]Crisis Emergency Phone: 855-581-8111 or call 988 for those contemplating suicide.

[bookmark: _Hlk214436665]Parish Directory App – Anyone who would like help to download this App to their cell phone or have their picture placed into the directory should contact Deacon Dan.

Prayers are requested for Cameron Costello and all the Seminarians of the Davenport Diocese. We also pray for the 11 men in Diaconate Formation to be Ordained July 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk212625953]Fighting to break free from pornography?  Get Help!  https://integrityrestored.com/ or https://www.strive21.com/, or https://www.covenanteyes.com/. Call 563-334-4505 for a local group.

[bookmark: _Hlk198212880]Sacraments - to schedule participation in any of these please contact Deacon Dan:
· Baptism – A prep class required for family’s first child.  Contact Deacon Dan 1 month prior.
· Confession – email Father Bud at grantrobert@sau.edu for times prior/after Mass.
· Marriage – contact Deacon Dan a minimum of 7 months prior to the proposed ceremony.
· Anointing – Anyone having surgery or experiencing illness may ask for the Rite of Anointing of the Sick.  Father Bud will anoint immediately after Mass.  Contact Deacon Dan.
· Funeral Preparation – please contact Deacon Dan.  A great booklet is available to help.

[bookmark: _Hlk212048913]Prayer Chain Request - please contact Colleen at 563-260-2212 or collienichols@yahoo.com.

Rachels’s Vineyard - a safe place to heal hearts broken by abortion.  Supportive, confidential, and non-judgmental space where women and men can share, release and reconcile painful emotions.  Each weekend is run by volunteers who care deeply about you.  Many of the facilitators have suffered the same loss.  For more information or to register call Teresa at 563-542-8378.

Questions about our Faith – here’s your chance to ask any question pertaining to the Catholic Church and our Catholic Faith that you are curious about.  Simply email your question to wiltonstmary@diodav.org and it will be answered in the Bulletin anonymously.

The Coming Home Network was established to help non-Catholic Christians, clergy and laity to make the journey home to full communion with the Catholic Church.  https://chnetwork.org/.
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