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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Coal City                           Sacred Heart, Kinsman 
195 South Kankakee Street ● Coal City, IL 60416  (815) 634-4171                                                 219 Emmett Street ● Kinsman, IL 60437 

www.stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Friday - 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Pastor Reverend Joshua Miller (815) 634-4171 Ext. 2 frjosh@frjosh.org 

Deacon Deacon William Dunn     (815) 634-4171 Ext. 3 ddunn@abvcc.org 

Business Manager                  Richard Yarshen (815) 634-4171 Ext. 4 manager@abvcc.org 

Property Manager Alex Kuhel (815) 634-4171 Ext. 10 property@abvcc.org 

Parish Secretary & 

Bulletin/Digital Editor 
Laura Uher (815) 634-4171 Ext. 1 secretary@abvcc.org 

Music Coordinator Rita Wise                         (815) 634-4110 rwise@abvcc.org 

Director of Catechesis Deacon William Dunn    (815) 634-4171 Ext. 3 ddunn@abvcc.org 

Eucharistic Adoration Chapel  

Assumption - The Adoration Chapel is open daily from 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Sacraments 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Please call the parish office. 

BAPTISMS 

Parents are required to attend a baptismal preparation meeting prior to the baptism. Please contact the parish secretary to register. 

Assumption - Baptisms are ordinarily scheduled for the second and fourth Sundays of the month after 11:30 a.m. Mass. 

FUNERALS 

Funeral liturgies are ordinarily celebrated at 10:00 a.m. The funeral director will contact the parish office regarding arrangements. 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance. Marriage preparation classes are required to be completed before the Sacrament of   

Marriage can be celebrated. Please contact the parish office before making wedding arrangements. 

Mass and Confession Times   

REGULAR WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Assumption - Saturday - 4:00 p.m. (*First Saturday of the Month - Additional Mass at 8:30 a.m.), Sunday - 7:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

Sacred Heart, Kinsman - Sunday - 9:00 a.m.  

REGULAR WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Assumption - Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. (*First Tuesday of the Month Mass is followed by St. Peregrine Devotions & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.) 

Thursday & Friday - 8:30 a.m. 

Sacred Heart, Kinsman - Wednesday - 8:30 a.m.  

ROSARY 

Assumption - Tuesday - 6:00 p.m., Thursday & Friday - 8:00 a.m.  

CONFESSION TIMES (Different on Holy Days & Holidays)  

Assumption - Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m., Thursday & Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 8:20 a.m., Saturday - 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m., First Sat. Only - 8:00 a.m. to 

8:20 a.m. 

Sacred Heart, Kinsman - Wednesday - After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Sunday - After 9:00 a.m. Mass.   
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Bishop Hicks’ August 2025 Column 

 

“We’re Going to Sell Out!” Encountering Jesus at Our Youth Conference 
 

     “We are going to sell out all the tickets instantly!” That was my spontaneous reaction when I first heard the news: 

Father Mike Schmitz had agreed to be our keynote speaker for our 2025 Youth Conference in the Diocese of Joliet. 

     If you do not know who Father Mike Schmitz is, it likely means you do not spend much time online or listening to 

Catholic podcasts. A priest of the Diocese of Duluth, Minnesota, Father Schmitz has become one of the most recog-

nizable Catholic voices in the digital world. His Bible in a Year and Catechism in a Year podcasts have touched millions 

of lives. With a rare mix of clarity, humor, and conviction, he brings the Faith alive to all generations. 

     And that is exactly why we were elated when he was chosen as one of the speakers for our inaugural Steubenville 

Joliet Youth Conference. Yet long before a speaker was booked or ticket sales opened there was a dream to bring a 

Youth Conference to our diocese. For years, teens from the Diocese of Joliet had been traveling long distances to expe-

rience dynamic Catholic conferences hosted by Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio. The fruit was undeniable: 

renewed faith, deep conversions, and young people stepping into lives of discipleship. We began to ask, what if we 

brought that encounter home? What if we did not just send our teens away to find Christ, but invited Christ into our 

own backyard? 

     So, we did it. With prayer, planning, and no shortage of volunteers, collaborators, and donors, the Steubenville-

Joliet Youth Conference took place on the weekend of June 27 - 29, 2025, at Benedictine University in Lisle, Illinois. The 

response was overwhelming. 

     Nearly 2,000 teens, plus chaperones and youth ministers, filled the campus. More than 1,700 confessions were 

heard. Parishes that had never connected before were praying side by side. There were moments of joyful chaos with 

laughter, dancing, and games, and moments of reverent silence that moved even the most skeptical hearts. One youth 

minister told me, “It felt like this conference had been running in our diocese for ten years.” And in a way, it had, only in 

prayer and in the longing of many hearts. 

     From Friday evening to Sunday afternoon, our young people were immersed in an experience centered around 

Christ. There was music and praise, compelling keynote talks, breakout sessions for young men and women, and pow-

erful times of small group reflection. But it was Saturday night’s Eucharistic Adoration that left the deepest mark. I 

watched as Jesus in the monstrance was processed through the crowd. Two thousand voices quieted. Two thousand 

hearts opened. Christ was truly present—not only in the Eucharist, but also in their lives. 

     The weekend concluded with the Sunday closing Mass, which I had the privilege of celebrating. After the final pray-

er, Father Mike Schmitz stepped forward and invited anyone who was not yet baptized, but who had felt stirred by the 

Lord over the weekend, to come forward to receive a special blessing. He then invited any young people who were 

considering a vocation to the priesthood or religious life to do the same. Slowly, and then more confidently, over 100 

teens stood and came forward. Some were weeping, and others were smiling with unapologetic joy. As I extended my 

hands in blessing over each group, the entire crowd prayed for them too. 

     Sometimes, I worry that if a young person loves God and wants to participate in the sacramental and communal life 

of our Church, they can feel like an anomaly or like they are the only ones with this desire. And that can be isolating 

and discouraging for them. Yet, at this Youth Conference, Christ was working in their hearts, and emboldened their 

steps toward faith, hope, and the future with the Church. Looking out at the participants, I saw joy, renewal, and cour-

age. These teens were not just attending a Church-sponsored youth conference. They were meeting the Lord and be-

ing sent out as disciples. 

     I thank the many partners who made this possible, such as our parishes, our Department of Catechesis & Evangeli-

zation, Franciscan University of Steubenville, and of course Partnership For Youth who organized the logistics of the 

conference. Together, apostolates, higher education, and the local church can work together to build the Kingdom of 

God. 

     We are committed to building something sustainable and Spirit-filled for the youth of our Church. I am pleased to 

announce that the 2026 dates for our next Youth Conference are already set: June 26 - 28, 2026, again at Benedictine 

University. Praise be to God, it is that popular! So, stay alert for when those tickets go on sale, because if this year was 

any indication, they will not last long. 
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This Week’s Events 

A:  Assumption                                                  SH:  Sacred Heart 

Sunday, August 17                                 

4:30 pm - Pie & Ice Cream Social - Berst Hall 

Monday, August 18 

4:30 pm - St. Vincent Meal - Immaculate Conception/Braidwood 

Coal Food Pantry Open - 815-216-3288 

Tuesday, August 19          

6:30 pm - Teaching Mass - Assumption Church (Berst Hall) 

Wednesday, August 20                   

6:30 pm - Luminaria Committee Meeting - Madonna Room 

Thursday, August 21                                

9:30 am - Bible Study - Madonna Room 

Coal Food Pantry Open - 815-216-3288 

Friday, August 22  

No Events 

Saturday, August 23                

No Events 

Sunday, August 24                                  

10:00 pm - Baptism - Sacred Heart, Kinsman 

12:30 pm - Baptism - Berst Hall 

TUESDAY (A) - 6:00 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. 
   

WEDNESDAY (SH) - Following the 8:30 a.m. Mass  
 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY (A) - 8:00 a.m. to 8:20 a.m. 
  

SATURDAY (A) - 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

                             (First Saturday only - 8:00 a.m. to 8:20 a.m.)  
 

SUNDAY (SH) - Following the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
 

(Different on Holy Days & Holidays) 

Weekly Confession Times 

SATURDAY  August 16                                                   First Saturday 

 4:00 PM  Mass (A) 

                  †Jim Testa (Riley Family) 

                  †Brian Quinn Reader (Family - Donna, Charles, & Eugene) 

SUNDAY  August 17                  Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 AM  Mass (A) 

                  Special Intention for Helen Talty (Noma Fehr) 

                  †Lew Leopold (Kelly & Bill) 

                  †Kenneth Bono (Kenna & Ray) 

                  †Joe De Gulie (Lucille) 

                  †Wally Neumann (Family) 

 9:00 AM  Mass (SH) 

                  †Evan Vint (John & Jodi Walsh & Family) 

11:30 AM Mass (A) 

                  †Megan Riley (Riley Family) 

                  †Larry Ferrari (John & Teri Jo Boylan) 

TUESDAY  August 19 - Teaching Mass                                   St. Per 

 6:30 PM  Mass (A) 

                  Parishioners of the Parish 

WEDNESDAY  August 20                                                 

 8:30 AM  Mass (SH) 

                  †Paula Sheedy (Friends) 

                  †Pat Bartman (Mary and JIm Baudino) 

THURSDAY  August 21                                                                  

 8:30 AM  Mass (A) 

                  †Bill Wharrie (Family) 

FRIDAY  August 22                                                                          

 8:30 AM  Mass (A) 

                  †Karen Sisk (Peter & Carm Collins) 

SATURDAY  August 23                                                     First Saturd 

 4:00 PM  Mass (A) 

                  †Mary Lou Halliday (John & Sharon Gilchrist) 

                  †Mark Wharrie (Mom) 

                  †Rev. Robert Noesen (Hamilton Family) 

                  †Shirley Marsaglia (Bob & Suzanne Hamilton) 

SUNDAY  August 24              Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 AM  Mass (A) 

                  Living Members of Peter Collins Family 

                     (Peter & Carm Collins) 

                  †Nancy Jacobek (Beverly Luck) 

                  †Dawn Neumann (Family) 

 9:00 AM  Mass (SH) 

                  †Don Bartman (Kevin Phelan) 

11:30 AM Mass (A) 

                  †Francis & Theresa Reano (Family) 

                  †Norm Hook (Family) 

                  †Rev. Robert Noesen (Mark Matteson Family) 

                  †Sue & A. J. Manietta (Family) 

                  †Goerge Schmidberger (Harold & Georgette) 

                  †Larry Ferrari (Wife, Joyce) 

Mass Intentions 

Our bible study group will be meeting regularly on  

Thursdays EXCEPT for the following date:  August 28. 

2025 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal Update 

 (as of August 10, 2025)   

 Goal:  $32,500 

Amount Pledged:  $41,460 

Amount Paid:  $34,998 

Number of Donors:  164 

In your charity, please pray for the sick: 

Sharee Beeler, Paula Beshoar, Tom Buban, Denise Chally, 

Ryan Collins, Charlotte Curtis, Jan Dunn, Scott Favero, 

Kay Francisco, Mark Francisco, Doris Giordano, Russ Harding, 

Jim Jacobek, Mary Jo Maland, Gloria Markl, Sharon McCarthy, 

Donna Meyer, Steven Miller, Paul Nacey, Sr., Michael Oliphant, 

Dan Olson, Jean Peters, Larry Ried, Geri Saltzman, 

Cecelia Schimandle, Rosemary Skole, Fred & Wanda Singer, 

Jeff & Danita Stepanek, Helen Talty, Glenn VanDrie, 

Steve Varsolona, Jake Veronda, Diane Walker, John T. Walsh, 

Janet (Molloy) Williams 

Names will remain on the prayer list for six months. If you would like 

your name to remain on the list, please contact us.   
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Please register on our website or contact 

the parish office today! 
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Pie & Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, August 17 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

Berst Hall 
  

The Marthas invite you to their annual pie 

and ice cream social. There is no charge; a 

free will offering is optional. 
  

 We hope to meet many of our new 

 Sacred Heart, Kinsman parishioners and 

enjoy their fellowship as well!  
  

The Marthas also welcome anyone wishing 

to contribute a pie (no cream pies or nut 

ingredients) for this event. Drop off times 

will be from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on that day. 
  

Please stop by for a sweet treat! 

Curious about the 

Mass? 
   

Come to our teaching Mass, 

where Father Josh will break 

down and explain the Mass 

as it happens. Please join us on Tuesday,     

August 19 at 6:30 p.m. at Assumption Church. 

  

Welcome to 

 Assumption Church! 
   

Richard & Ryker Roderick 
  

We’re so glad you’re here! 
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Assumption Weekly Offering + E-Giving 

Annual Offering Budget (7/1/2025 - 6/30/2026)  $326,141 

YTD Offering Budget  $37,632 

YTD Actual Offering $49,452 

Last Week’s Mass Offering 

Last Week’s E-Giving Offering 

$5,716 

$1,473 

Last Week’s Total Offering $7,189 

Weekly Goal $6,272 

Assumption Church Building Loan Balance 

through July, 2025 

Loan Amount $620,123 

Current Loan Balance $593,466 

Want an easy way 

to donate to Assumption? 
  

Scan the QR code on the left. 

  

Ministry Schedule 
  

August 23 - 24 
  

If you are interested in assisting us at our weekend 

Masses, please sign up through the volunteer link on our web-

site, which contains the most up-to-date schedule, or call or 

email Laura at the parish office. Confirmed volunteers for our 

upcoming services are below:  
  

Saturday, August 23 - 4:00 p.m.  

Extraordinary Ministers - Two volunteers needed 

Greeter - Teri Jo Boylan 

Lector - Charlotte Wharrie 

Server - John Boylan 

Ushers - Ron Henke, Bob Jacovec, Doug Letterly, Bob Schmitt, 

              Fran Schmitt 
  

Sunday, August 24 - 7:30 a.m. 

Extraordinary Ministers - Two volunteers needed 

Greeter - Teri Jo Boylan 

Lector - Jaiden Leman 

Servers - Pete Collins, Ron Marketti 
  

Sunday, August 24 - 9:00 a.m. (Sacred Heart, Kinsman) 

 Extraordinary Ministers– Scott Wilkinson  

Lector - Lee Miller  

Servers - Kenley Kruger & Emma McDonald  

  

Sunday, August 24 - 11:30 a.m.  

Extraordinary Ministers - Hannah Krull, volunteer needed 

Lector - Volunteer needed 

Server - Volunteer needed    

 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us! 

Sacred Heart, Kinsman Weekly Offering 

8/3/25 Sunday Collection $4,799 

Help Wanted 
  
 

Notre Dame Catholic Church in Clarendon Hills is seeking a Campus Engineer 
responsible for the upkeep of the buildings and grounds of all parish and school 
property, including preforming building maintenance and repairs, room set-ups, 
and overseeing of outside contractors responsible for equipment repairs, snow 
removal, and landscaping. This is an exempt position and requires a working 
presence on site of 40 hours per week, Monday through Friday. Additional time 
may be required after office hours. As an exempt employee, overtime, compensa-
tion time, or other non-exempt components are not included as part of this position. 
A minimum of high school degree or GED and 5 to 7 years’ experience in general 
maintenance is required. Knowledge of plumbing, electrical, carpentry, painting, 
and HVAC is required. General knowledge of building systems, ability to lift objects 
up to 50 pounds, climb, stoop, and bend. Must be proactive and supportive of the 
parish and school’s purposes, goals, policies, and programs. Desire to serve and 
empower the church. Committed to the mission, vision, and values of Notre Dame 
Parish and the Diocese of Joliet. If interested in this amazing opportunity, please 
send a cover letter and resume to cjain@notredameparish.org.  
  
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church in Naperville is seeking a full-time Director 
of High School & Young Adult Ministry. Director of overall Faith Formation respon-
sibilities for youth in grades 9th through 12th as well as Young Adult ministry. 
Directs, coordinates, researches, and develops along with the Faith Formation 
team, Youth Ministry (YM) team, Young Adult (YA) team, parents, and additional 
input, programming that is aligned with current professional standards in ministry, 
parish goals, pastor’s vision, and parental input. Directs immediate reports and 
maintains a healthy, professional environment. Requirements include Theology or 
Pastoral Ministry degree or relevant experience. 3-5 years of Youth Ministry experi-
ence, preferably at a parish larger than 1,000 families. Comfortable and experi-
enced in having healthy relationships with minors and parents. A strong and active 
faith life in a Catholic-Christian community is required, preferably as a parishioner 
at St. Thomas. Microsoft Excel, Word, PowerPoint proficiency. Technical experi-
ence with sound equipment and lighting a plus. Experience in playing or leading 
music is a plus. To apply for this position, please send resume and cover letter to 
dgrantham@stapostle.org. Please reference Director of Youth & Young Adult 
Ministry in subject line of email.  
  

To view full job descriptions, visit: The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet in Illinois.  

Children’s Choir Leader Still Needed 

(Singing and Handbells) 
  

Volunteer position begins this September in preparation 

for Christmas Eve Mass. Leader must have "Protecting 

All God's Children" certification. We do have a seasoned 

Children’s Choir parent who is willing to assist the lead 

person. This assistant will also be certified.  
  

For more information on this opportunity, please  contact 

Marla O’Keefe at (815) 634-9261, or email her at 

tdoakleaf@hotmail.com. 

The Stewardship Committee is still selling Bears 

squares to raise money for a new roof for our 

school. Each square is $100, and new numbers will 

be drawn each week for the squares. Payouts are 

$50 for the first, second, and third quarters, and $200 for 

the final. Please contact Drew Benson at (815) 791-6148 or 

email him at andrew.benson0206@gmail.com.   

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 

Question:  In what form did the Holy Spirit appear to the Apostles 

during Pentecost? 

 Answer:  Tongues of fire.  
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

GOLDEN MINE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Famous Fried Chicken
815 458-2111
Dine In- or Take out

Open 7 days until 9pm
111 S Front St. Braidwood (Rt 113 & 53)

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

Various roles available across
all locations. Apply today.

(815) 448-2328 
• Parishioner • 

5030 S. Old Mazon Rd. • Mazon, IL
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815-448-2155 
155 S. Broadway • Coal City 

815-448-2155 
514 Depot St. • Mazon

PO BOX 101 509 KENNEDY RD 
BRAIDWOOD, IL 60408

Immaculate Conception Parishioner 
PHONE                  (815) 458-0212 
FAX                         (815) 458-6272

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

“Over 31 years of Hometown Service”

Serving you with
Two Locations

WILMINGTON, IL
815-476-3300

MATTESON, IL
708-720-2000

“Over 31 years of  
Hometown Service”

 Jerry Hallahan 
Agent

 
1350 E. Division St., Diamond 

(815) 634-2222 

jerry@jerryhallahan.com

Our Catholic family 
serving the families of the 

Parish since 1924

Coal City 
Gardner 
Morris

Wilmington

www.Reeves-Baskerville.com

Where Healing Begins...

Bob’s Advanced Auto & Tire, Inc
Complete Auto & Truck Repairs

24 Hour Towing
Bob Davis - Owner/Operator

815-634-0004          60 E. Chestnut, Coal City

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
Asphalt Paving • Parking Lots

Tar & Chip • Driveways
Seal Coating • Private Roads

Pete Hamilton - Owner
pete@premierasphalt.net

815-846-3500
premierasphalt.net

FREE 12" Cheese Pizza Or 
Order of Dough Nuggets 
With any 18" Pizza Purchase

Braidwood, 186 E Main, 815 634-8111 
Coal City, 80 E Division, 815 458-2100

Expect The BEST!
Commercial & Residential

640 S. Broadway
Coal City, IL

815-518-2300

Lori A. 
Bonarek
Designated
Managing Broker

& HOME SERVICES

815.476.5188
513N.Kankakee St., Wilmington, IL 60481

brownscarpetcare@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential
HVAC Services Since 2008
24 HR Emergency Service

Calls for after hours,
weekends and holidays

708-470-6800 atms1.com

Stephen J. Meyer Owner/Designer 
stevesflooring@sbcglobal.net 

(815) 941-4505 • 717 N. Liberty • Morris 
www.stevesflooring-design.com

Exceptional Floor Coverings 

Exceptional Kitchen Designs

JAMIE SIKORA, Au.D • Doctor of Audiology 
1802 N. Division St Suite 218, Morris, IL 60450 

Office: 815.846.7180 • Fax: 815.846.7118
Drjamie@swhearingsolutions.com

815.634.1600
1600 S. Broadway • Coal City, IL
www.elliottelectric.net

Serving the
community

for over
60 years

riversidehealthcare.org

Brenene M. Brady, 
M.S., CCC-A
Clinical Audiologist

Caring for your hearing health.

3605 N State Route 47 Ste F., Morris, IL 60450 
morrisaudiology.com • 815-941-4700

Diagnostic Testing  
for Pediatrics  
thru Geriatrics

Hearing Aid  
Services

815-416-9115
STUMPHERO.COM
Family Owned & Operated
Located in Braidwood, IL


