Castle Rock BESS
Location: Castle Rock Township, Dakota
Process: Alternative review
End of comment period: November 4, 2026
Notice title: Notice of Public Hearings and Availability of Draft Permit (ESS-25-430)
Notice description: PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold public hearings on Castle Rock Solar’s application for the 150-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) Castle Rock Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in Castle Rock Township, Dakota County, Minnesota. Associated facilities of the project will include battery energy storage enclosures, inverters and transformers, electrical collection lines, access roads, fencing, and other minor equipment and subcomponents typical of a BESS project. The project site is approximately 6.8 acres and is located entirely within the footprint of the previously permitted Castle Rock Solar facility (IP-7137/GS-24-267). 
Project description: In the Matter of the Application of Castle Rock Solar LLC for a Site Permit for the up to 150 MW Castle Rock Battery Energy Storage System Project in Dakota County, Minnesota. You may find information on the project, including the application, the environmental assessment and the Commission’s draft permit, on the Commission’s project webpage and on the Commissions eDocket system: eDocket Number 25-430 (enter the number and select “search”).
Location of public documents: Dakota County Public Library, 503 3rd St, Farmington,
MN 55024
First public meeting date, time, location: Monday, October 19, 2026, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m., Online meeting
First public meeting virtual link: Join online meeting
First public meeting additional details: Webinar Number: 2491 617 1247
Webinar Password: Castle2026
Join by Phone: +1-415-655-0003
Toll Access Code: 2491 617 1247
The hearing ends when all present attendees have commented or at 4:30 p.m., whichever comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure participation. If you would like to ask a question or make a comment during the designated portion of the hearing, use the raised-hand function or the chat function to send a message to the hearing moderator. If you are joining the hearing by phone, press *3 on your phone. When it is your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask questions and provide comments. Additional information and instructions are available at the Commission's meetings webpage.  
Second public meeting date, time, location: Wednesday, October 21, 2026, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., Farmington High School, 20655 Flagstaff Ave, Farmington, MN 55024 (The meeting will be in the Lecture Hall, located inside door 16 on the south side of the high school)
Second public meeting additional details: The hearing ends when all present attendees have commented or at 8:00 p.m., whichever comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure participation.
Both public meetings additional information: If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these hearings, please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of the hearing. To find out if a hearing is canceled due to bad weather or other reason, call 1-855-731-6208 or visit the Commission's website.
The public hearings will be presided over by the Honorable Portia Hampton-Flowers, an administrative law judge from the Court of Administrative Hearings, who will provide the Commission with a summary of public testimony. The purpose of the public hearings is to obtain public input on the proposed project and compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision on the site permit application. Specifically, interested persons will have the opportunity to: (1) ask questions of state staff and the applicant; (2) offer oral and written comments on the merits of the proposed project; and (3) suggest possible conditions to be considered for inclusion in the site permit.
Written comments will be accepted through November 4, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission.
Responsible governmental unit and contact: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Jacques Harvieux, 651-201-2233

