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PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING MEETING
WILLOW POND WINERY
September 21, 2026 @ 6:00pm

Present are: Jim Heiman (Chair), Todd Sjostrand (Vice Chair), Jeremy Steward, Sandy Weber, Drea Doffing and Stacy Steele (Clerk).  15 others were in attendance. 

Jim Heiman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
NEW BUSINESS
Open since December 2023 and they have been running without a CUP since that time. The winery said they could not sell wine until last year. Last year was the first event on a trial basis. This is to test what they could do and what licenses they could qualify for, and it was only for 10 events. They are trying to see what events would make them most profitable and model those events. Up until this past event the most they have had was 7 events. Everyone was parking within the horse area. The cow event they had to have overflow parking.

Jim mentioned it was good this event happened, so we can set conditions, so it doesn’t happen again. Neighbors complained about the traffic during this one event.

Winery – If you compare us to Cannon Valley. They hire 100 or more people. Willow Pond Winery wants to keep their winery on the smaller side.

Jim reading what needs to be done to have the Winery do events:
· No parking on townships or county roads anytime.
· No parking on driveway to event area and access needs to be accessible for police, fire and medical personnel (driveway may need to be widened to accommodate 2 cars passing).
· Parking area must be plotted out for the number of parking spaces with handicapped parking area and needed to be designed for entry and exit of vehicles. The Township will require number of parking spaces on property.
· Security may be required at all events.
· Limitations on number of events per year.
· Limitations of people at events. Invitation on per event so number of people can be monitored.
· Signage for events with name and address will be required and needs a permit through the township.
· Restrooms on property will be required and one handicap accessible. And number of restrooms to accommodate number of people attending.
· What type of events are you planning to host on your property? (Festivals, weddings, corporate events, wine and food tastings, etc.) Outside attractions, animals, etc.?
· Added additions to existing building are and will require permits.
· Noise – live band, DJ’s, music? Will be limited times. No amplification of music.
· Lighting – what are your plans? Event, parking driveway?
· Employees – number at events? Number for harvest time (dates for harvesting timeframe?)
· Excessive complaints from neighbors on violation of the township conditions and IUP. The Township has the right to discontinue the IUP and may require the operation of business to alternate location.

Winery said they would answer all these questions that Jim proposed.

Todd brought up that the county has some kind of form for a few things prior to events. Different requirements depending on the number of people that are at the event.

Winery said they are limited to 10 events a year and 99 or less people. Winery does not want to hire more employees. 

How do you stop people from coming and not getting over the 99 people limit. Sandy said that they would turn people away with a gate if they got over 99 people.

Todd asked if they could have tickets to get in.

Winery said they plan to use tickets to ensure that he gets those sales and limit the number of people that can attend. Winery is watching it and gets an idea where they could get the people but not go over. Half of the events they have they do ticketed events, like painting or fall plants events.

Jim is concerned that we respect everyone in the township and get information on how you are going to manage it. Todd asked about the car parking. Winery said the large overflow has 20-40 parking spots, and regular parking is 20 spots. 

Todd asked what the width of the drive is. Winery said if they drive and park on the shoulder, they can get two cars to drive down the driveway.

Winery – We are building a family farm winery, not building a big winery.  It can only be open for certain hours and only 10 events per year. They had one fluke event that went bad and they addressed that. The winery put a tree barrier all along the property to keep it private.

Sandy said the hours are 12-6 during the week and on Sunday, Saturday 12-8 pm. 

Winery – If the IUP will not allow it to go until 8, he will meet those requirements until he can get the state approved.

Drea – Can you do a note or something to say you can only include the maximum number of people? Winery will show on all the sites what the number says. They will also post when the tickets are sold out. Max is 99 people. MN Statute Number 326B.108.

Jim asked what type of events Winery is looking at? Winery is waiting until this goes forward then he will create a date and what event it will be. He would get it submitted April 1 – March 30. If it is something that he gets submitted to the calendar of events for the IUP, he will get it.

60% wholesale, 40% retail. He coordinates getting someone a case of wine for holidays, graduations, etc.

Todd is wondering if they are going to put on concerts. Winery said it is not a bar. Demographic for the winery is women 35-55. Winery likes their privacy and preserves that setting. They do not want loudspeakers and bikers out there.

Todd understands people worry about who is using your property and neighbors are worried about how it affects their property. Todd said he had had 2 weddings on his properties, but the neighbors were worried and the music was loud, but when he went to Blaine, he could not hear the music. A lot of valid concerns you maybe don’t need to worry about it. 

Winery only has 6 people harvesting grapes. He understands the valid points, but it was just this one event, and he does not want this to happen again. Maximum land section holds 75 cars so don’t have to worry about cars going beyond that.

Public comment - Events that go beyond 8 p.m. are not problem, but if you have people turning around in neighbors’ driveways and squealing tires, that is not acceptable. Signage needs to be there, so they are not turning in neighbor’s driveways. People live out in the country for the quiet, so events going on make neighbors angry. Winery said the winery is not going to be an event center. The events will only be 10 per year.

Public comment - If there are 10 events, it will be most likely weekends. The driveway is not large enough to pass two cars unless they are on the shoulder. Last meeting the Winery stated they wanted to put Castle Rock on the map. Winery said they wanted to show the beauty of Castle Rock.

Jim said no one can do anything about traffic on the road. Sandy said the only thing they could do is put no parking signs on the road.

Jim said we are just trying to address the one event so things can be corrected. CUP goes on the property, so this can be addressed to have the stipulations that will go into the IUP.

Jim said for IUP limited number of people, parking that is detailed, state rules for gathering size and the number of people there. Drea added detailed parking signage. Winery said it has a signage permit.

Winery asked if they will be able to sell wine online and pick it up. Jim said Yes, they can do that.

As far as the restrictions, the neighbors prefer to see the 6 pm cut off instead of the 8:00 p.m. on Saturday’s. 

Winery said they would will do 6 pm on the weekends to make the neighbors happy and he will work with that. They are making sure that it is a certain level for music. The winery said too that the gun shooting on people’s property is also making noise and no one is saying anything about that.

Sandy requests a 1-year trial period and revisits it in a year. Jim explained if there are no complaints, then it will be extended to 3 years and if no complaints will go to 5 years. It is just a review, and the board will make sure the complaints are legitimate requests.

Winery asked if the review does not happen during harvest time and maybe in January when they are not busy.

Winery will be doing ticketing events. Neighbors will get a notice when 1 year is up. This will now go to the Board of Supervisors to review and approve.

Drea said the IUP will be available at the office, and the public can come in to review it.

Sandy makes a recommendation to grant a 1-year IUP to the Winery with stipulations, with the IUP review of January 2028, Jeremy 2nd. With Limitations set forth; motion carried 5-0.

IUP will take two weeks – October 6, 2026.

Winery is asking if they can review before it goes to the board. We will send the winery a copy of the IUP. Contact Grant Beyl at 612-516-6966 to come pick it up.

ADJOURN  
Todd made a motion to end the meeting, Drea 2nd; motion carried 5-0.

Meeting ended at 7:00 p.m.

Date Signed:

__________________________________

Respectfully submitted: 	
		 
__________________________________
Stacy Steele, Clerk			

Attest:

__________________________________
Jim Heiman, Chair
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