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UNIFY, ADVOCATE, AND ADVANCE THE
INTERESTS OF IOWA TRANSIT SYSTEMS
TO INFLUENCE AND GAIN SUPPORT
FROM GOVERNMENT AGENCIES,
LEGISLATORS, AND OTHER ENTITIES
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PROVIDERS
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Federal Funds

Daily commuting
services for workers to

essential jobs

Assistance for senior
citizens and persons

with disabilities 

Rides to life-sustaining
medical appointments

Transportation services
for students

Affordable options for
low-income individuals

With the help of federal funds, public transit systems have continued to
operate throughout the pandemic while expanding their services.

Funding has been used to support increased fuel costs, employment costs,
and greatly increased new bus costs. The cost of new buses has resulted in a
dramatic increase in the local match required of the transit systems.

Public transit systems
continued to operate to deliver
life-sustaining medical trips for
those in need

Public transit systems pivoted
to take on the challenge of
keeping routes operating while
implementing safety protocols
recommended by the CDC

Public transit systems
assisted communities by
making food deliveries for
individuals 

Employers depended on
public transit systems to get
their employees to essential
jobs around the state



THE REALITY
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REPLACING VEHICLES THAT ARE BEYOND THEIR FEDERAL USEFUL LIFE IS
THE TOP PRIORITY FOR IOWA DOT'S OFFICE OF PUBLIC TRANSIT AND IPTA.

MILLION

60

53% OF IOWA BUSES WERE OPERATING 
BEYOND THEIR USEFUL LIFE IN 2022.

THE COST TO REPLACE BUSES 
BEYOND USEFUL LIFE:

Thank you for your service and for restoring the vital grant program for bus and bus
facilities. Iowa received $12 million for bus replacements for the rural systems and
$15.8 million for battery and electric buses. This will contribute to the replacement
of over 100 aged buses for the rural transit systems. 
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Iowa still has an acute and growing need for bus replacements and bus facilities. With
one of the most aged fleets in the country, Iowa is at risk of losing the ability to provide
safe and efficient transit services. Aged and outdated buses deprive the public of the
quality services they deserve and drain the limited resources of the transit systems as
they struggle to keep buses operational. These challenges also prevent the incorporation
of new technologies and more environmentally friendly equipment.
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$13.6 billion for Transit Formula Grants to expand bus fleets and increase the transit state of
good repair
$2.6 billion for Capital Investment Grants to create new transit routes nationwide
$542 million for Transit Infrastructure Grants and projects to assist transit agencies in
purchasing low and no emission buses
$140 million in additional competitive grants for bus capital projects, including $90 million
for the Bus and Bus Facility program
$50 million for the Low or No Emission grant program

Thank you for supporting public transit in the FY23 Omnibus Bill for Formula and
Capital Investment Grants.

The following have been passed: 

 

FY24 Appropriations: Bus and Bus Facility Plus Up and Report Language Request: 

IPTA supports the continued investment of public transit, including a plus up of $400 million
in additional investments for the Bus and Bus Facility competitive grant program (5339b). IPTA
also supports providing flexibility to the FTA to address cost escalations for previous, current,
and future grant recipients.

 



IN A SURVEY COMPLETED FOR IOWA DOT'S 2045 STATE LONG RANGE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN THE FOLLOWING WAS REPORTED:

FACILITY NEEDS
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88% OF TRANSIT AGENCIES REPORT
NEEDING ADDITIONAL VEHICLE
STORAGE CAPACITY. 
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60.6% report needing additional administrative space by 2045, totaling
59,750 square feet for all agencies.

87.9% report the need for additional vehicle storage by 2045, totaling
451,490 square feet for all agencies.

63.6% report needing additional vehicle maintenance space by 2045,
totaling 82,900 square feet for all agencies.
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Encourage chassis manufacturers to set aside units for vital public transportation and for
small buses. 
Expand recently proposed temporary Buy America waivers to permit waiving of all such
restrictions when manufacturers of Buy America-compliant buses and vans are not able to
guarantee delivery in 12 months or less. 
Streamline current procurement regulations and emphasize flexibility due to the
unprecedented nature of the bus crisis. 
Offer clear guidance to FTA grantees on whether, when, and/or how to amend bus
procurements or reprogram funds when vehicles as specified cannot be delivered under
the terms of a procurement agreement. 

Support CTAA’s Efforts to Address the Cutaway Bus Shortage: 

We encourage Congress and the Federal Transit Authority to implement solutions that will
increase the supply of chassis and small buses, issue temporary Buy America waivers,
streamline regulations, and provide clear guidance to transit systems as the cutaway fleets are
aging out and timely replacement is not an option.

Prices for these vehicles are running 30% to 70% above pre-pandemic levels. The Bus Coalition
strongly supports the Community Transportation Association of America's recommendations
to address the cutaway crisis, including: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 



RECOMMENDATIONS
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FTA Recommendations:

Local Match
IPTA encourages the FTA to provide greater flexibility and relax local match requirements
where possible, especially as transit systems continue to be negatively impacted by the
pandemic. Especially for mid-size and small transit systems, coming up with a local match can
be challenging. Zero emission buses provide significant benefits, but they are more expensive
and require significant infrastructure upgrades that add to the cost of transition.

Spare Ratio Flexibility
IPTA strongly supports spare ratio flexibility that recognizes growing pains associated with
adopting electric vehicles, a new and emerging technology. In addition, spare ratio flexibility
should be clearly communicated to transit systems consistently from both FTA headquarters
and regional FTA offices.

Department of Energy Coordination with FTA
We support close coordination between the Department of Energy and the FTA to ensure
transit systems have a voice in how critical and complimentary DOE grid resiliency grants are
deployed in communities across the country. The significant investment in zero emission
buses will require utilities to upgrade grid capacity nationwide. Charging a fleet of buses
requires a significant amount of power, and many communities simply do not have the grid
infrastructure to handle surges necessary to charge dozens of buses at once. The DOE was
provided more than $5 billion for grid modernization within BIL, and we need to ensure transit
systems are considered a key stakeholder as the agency establishes this new program. 
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1 Ed Redfern, Federal Legislative Lobbyist 
Iowa Public Transit Association
 ed@eredfern.com 
(202) 345-3052

CONTACTS
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Carl Lingen, Executive Director 
Iowa Public Transit Association 
staff@iapublictransit.com 
(515) 471-1304

To Learn More, Visit  WWW.IAPUBLICTRANSIT.ORG


