1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)

SCHEDULE
Advent Week 1
10:00 Morning Prayer @
Sun 10:30 Mass & Choir
30th .
Community
12:00 Christmas Fair @
Mon Advent Week 1 (
1st 09:15 Mass with SF School 4
Tue Advent Week 1 N
2nd 09:15 Mass Q
Wed St Francis Xavier .
3rd —
Parish Community 5%
10-12:00 Gardens open =
Thu Advent Week 1
4th 12:00 Mass Q”
RCIA
19:00 Meeting @
Fri Advent Week 1 (
5th 09:15 Mass with SF school 4
Parish Community s
10-12:00 Gardens open =7
Sacramental Programme
11:00 Meeting
Sat
Advent Week 1
6th 12:00 Mass stz
2nd Sunday of Advent
17:00 Adoration, Confession &
Evening Prayer (
17:30 Vigil Mass
2nd Sunday of Advent
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer CSHZ
Sun 10:30 Mass & Choir
7th 11:45 Church Clean
Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE

Food hamper Raffle tickets on sale
after Mass in both churches. Prizes
winners to be drawn at Christmas
Fair .

SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAMME

A reminder to all families on the
Sacramental Programme. The next
session is Saturday December 6th,
11am in the Sacred Heart Parish

Nov 30th 2025

“STAY AWAKE”

Last week, the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe ended the Church year. The new one begins with
the First Sunday in Advent. Society is gearing up for
Christmas and many messages around us are to do with
spending money and making every effort to enjoy ourselves
as much as possible.

Well, | hope | am not a killjoy. | am certainly looking
forward to Christmas. But our faith provides us with the
season of Advent in which to prepare for Christmas and to
make every effort to put Jesus Christ at the centre of our
celebrations.

In fact the readings this week give us clear warnings: in the
Letter of St Paul to the Romans, we are told, “You know the
time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.”
This is a call to give up all the things that are not of God,
and to focus our lives again on living the life God has called
us to.

| especially like St Paul's way of expressing things. He
says, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” This might make
of us think of putting on clothes. Certainly it reminds us that
we need to make a conscious effort and decision to follow
the Lord.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus also issues a warning.
“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming.” So Paul, one of the greatest saints in
the Church and now Jesus himself, are telling us to wake
from sleep and to stay awake. We might think that
somehow this is just an Advent message about Christmas.

However, we are at the start of a new Church Year and this
is a good time for resolutions and for answering the age-old
cry of God, “Come back to me.” Advent is a time of great
promise as well as great warning. The prophet Isaiah
encourages the people that the house of the Lord will be
established as the highest of the mountains.

A familiar image of Advent is the coming of light. Isaiah
says, “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of
the Lord.” If we stay awake, we will receive the light of
Christ, not just at Christmas, but in the year ahead as well.

God bless, Fr Kevin.

ADVENT: HoLY HOUR WITH EVENING
PRAYER, ROSARY AND BENEDICTION.

Next Friday is the first of the Advent Holy Hours. It takes place
on Friday 5 December at 7.00 — 8.00 p.m. in the Nativity Chapel

Centre. Please be sure to arrive by
10:45am, to be registered, settle then
ready to start on time.

and during the time of Adoration there will be Evening Prayer,
Rosary and Benediction and an opportunity for Confession.




PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific intention,
pass an envelope with an
offering of £10 or more to Fr
Kevin, noting if it should be
kept private).

MASS INTENTIONS:

BIRTHDAY: JUDITH AND ANDREW (80TH)
REST IN PEACE: JAMES KEOGH

OUR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

AILSA SMITH, JANET MCCARTHY,
JENNIFER HUNTER, MARTIN BRENNAN,
TomMmy LOFTUS

RIGHT TO LIFE UK

In this Season of Advent, as we
expectantly wait for the Christchild to
enter our hearts, let us pray for all
expecting mothers, that they would have
all they need to joyfully welcome their
new child into the world. Lord hear us

MAss oN MONDAY 1 DECEMBER

Please note that mass on Monday 1
December is a re-arranged school mass
and will be at 9.15 a.m. at St Francis
Church.

ADVENT PRAYER

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in unity,
that our praise and worship
might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.
In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in mission,
that the hope within
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.
In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in service,
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity. Amen.

STEWARDS/WELCOMERS NEEDED

The diocesan Synod is now at the “implementation” stage, which means
that we need to put things into action. One of the first actions required
is to develop a team of welcomers and stewards who assist at mass.
The commitment would only be once a month and you would be given
clear direction as to how to carry out the role. Please do volunteer.

v
ARE You MARRIED BEFORE GoD?

<
’)' @ Sometimes couples have married civilly but have not
married in church. Catholics are called to be married
sacramentally before God. It is possible for civilly married couples to
undertake a “Convalidation” which is a Catholic rite that confers
Sacramental Marriage. It has been a great blessing in the parish to
conduct such convalidations. Please speak to me for more information.

NEW JoB OPPORTUNITIES

Caritas Salford: https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/about/careers/
Diocese of Salford: https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/
Schools:https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/education/vacancies/
Emmaus Catholic Academy Trust: https://emmauscat.com/
Romero Catholic Academy Trust: https://www.romerocat.com/

St Teresa of Calcutta Trust: https://www.stoccat.org.uk/

REFLECTING ON DILEXI TE: ADVENT TALKS

This series of talks continues during Advent, with discussions based on
Pope Leo XIV’s Apostolic Exhortation, Dilexi te, and our Sunday Advent
readings. Sister Joan Kerley and Maria Kidd, reflect on how we
welcome the birth of the Messiah into a world of multifaceted poverty.
Our Lady and Lancashire Martyrs Church Hall, Hallstead Ave, Little
Hulton M38 ODL. Tuesday 2nd December 2025. 10:30 - 12:30.

MASS IN PREPARATION FOR THE
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

A special Mass will take place on Sunday 7th December at St Patrick’s
Church in preparation for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
Mass will be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold at 3pm, and all are
warmly invited to join by the Salford Lourdes Pilgrimage group.

Following Mass, information will be shared on plans for the 2026
pilgrimage to Lourdes. St Patrick's Church, Livesey Street, M4 5HF

ADVENT PRAYER

Lord God, all the ends of the earth have seen your salvation.
Give us the grace to await with joy the glorious day of our
Saviour’s birth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
ever and ever. Amen

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

WEEKEND Nov 22-23RD Please consider making offertory

contributions by Standing Order. If

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske £132,90 each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

s#) Basket|  £344.00 TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

@ Digital|  £175.00 20-55-34 // 20707600



https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/about/careers/
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/education/vacancies/
https://emmauscat.com/
https://www.romerocat.com/
https://www.stoccat.org.uk/

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw con-
cerning Judah and Jerusalem.

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be es-
tablished as the highest of the mountains, and
shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the na-
tions shall flow to it, and many peoples shall
come, and say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Sion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall
decide disputes for many peoples; and they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light
of the LORD. The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PsALM 122(121)

R: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the
Lord.

| rejoiced when they said to me,

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the LORD.

As it is decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
There were set the thrones for judgement,
the thrones of the house of David. R.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray,

‘May they prosper, those who love you.’
May peace abide in your walls,

and security be in your towers. R.

For the sake of my family and friends,

let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’

For the sake of the house of the LORD, our God,
| will seek good things for you. R.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14A

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that
the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at
hand. So then let us cast off the works of dark-
ness and put on the armour of light. Let us walk
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sen-
suality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put
on the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
STAND

Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our father David! Alleluia.

Deacon/Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Deacon/Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to N. All: Glory to you, O Lord.

GosPEL: Matthew 24:37-44

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as
were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and they were unaware until
the flood came and swept them all away, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two
men will be in the field; one will be taken and
one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill;
one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay
awake, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master
of the house had known in what part of the night
the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be bro-
ken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Bai doc I: Isaia 2:1-5

Loi thi kién cia ngén st Isaia, con 6ng Amoz, vé Giuda
va Giérusalem.

Trong nhitng ngay sau hét, nti nha Chua sé dwoc duwng

lén cao nhét trong cac nui, vwot trén cac déi. Moi dan tdc
s& tudn dén do. Nhiéu nguo’l sé noi:

“Dén thoi, ta cing Ién nui Chua, den nha Thién Chua cua

Giacop, dé Nguoi day ta dwo’ng 16i cia Nguwoi, va ta

bwéc di theo 16i Ngwdi chi.”

Vi tlr Sion phat ra L& Luat, va tir Giérusalem vang lén [&i
Chua. Nguoi sé xét xtr gilra cac dan, phan x&¢ cho muén
nwdc. Ho sé ren gwom thanh Iw&i cay, rén giao thanh
lwdi liem. Dan nay khong con vung gwom chong dan kia,
va ho cling chang hoc chién tranh nira.

H&i nha Giacop, nao ta cung bwéc di trong anh sang cla
Chua.

bé la I&i Chua.

—Ta on Chua.

Pap ca: Thanh vinh 122(121)
Pap: Ta vui mirng tién vao nha Chua.
e Toi vui mirng khi nghe nguwi ta néi: “Ta cung di

dén nha Chua.” Gi&r day chan ta da ding trong clra
thanh Giérusalem. Pap.

e Noi do, cac chi tdc tién I&n, cac chi tdc clia Chua,

theo luat Israel, d& cdm ta danh Chua. Noi dé dat
ngai xét xt, ngai clia nha Davit. Dap.

. Hay cau chuc binh an cho Glerusalem “Nguyén
ai yeu mén nguoi dwoc thinh veong.” Nguyén binh
an & trong twdng thanh, an ninh trong Iy thap cua

nguoi. Dap.

o Vi anh em, ban hiru cta t6i, toi néi: “Binh an cho
ngwoi.” Vi nha Chua, Thién Chua chung ta, téi ciu
chuc diéu lanh cho nguwoi. Bap.

Bai doc Il: Roma 13:11-14a

Anh chj em than mén, anh chi em blet ré thoi gio: da dén
lic phai thire day, vi on clru d6 nay gan ta hon luc maoi
tin. Dém da tan, ngay da dén gan. Vay ta hay bd viéc toi
tam, mac lay 4o giap anh sang.

Ta hay sbng cho dung nhw ban ngay: khéng cheé chén
say swa, khdng dam 6 phong tdng, khong céi va ghen
tudng. thng hay mé&c 14y Chua Giésu Kitd.

bé la I&i Chua.

— Ta on Chua.

Tung ho Tin Mirng

Alleluia, Alleluia.

Chuc tung Bang nhan danh Chua ma dén!

Chuc tung Nwéc dang dén, Nudc cla vua Pavit té phu
chung ta!

Alleluia.

Tin Mirng: Matthéu 24:37-44

Khi ay, DBlrc Giésu noi voi cac mon dé:

“Thoi ong Noé thé nao, thi ngay Con Nguo’l dén cung sé
nhw vay. Trwdc nan hong thuy, nguo’l ta van an udng,
cwdi vo lay chong cho den ngay 6ng N6é vao tau. Ho
khong hay biét gi, cho dén khi nwéc 10 tran dén cudn di
hét. Ngay Con Nguwoi dén ciing sé nhw thé.

Bay gi®, hai nguwdi dan 6ng dang lam ruéng: mot nguoi
dwgc dem di, mét ngwdi bi bé lai. Hai ngwoi dan ba dang
xay bot: mot ngwoi dwge dem di, mot nguwodi b bo lai.

Vay anh em hay tinh thirc, vi anh em khéng biét ngay
nao Chua clia anh em sé dén. Anh em hay hiéu diéu nay:
néu chil nha biét gi® nao ké trom dén, han ong sé thirc
va khéng dé nha minh bi dao ngach. Cho nén, anh em
ciing hay sdn sang, vi Con Nguwdi sé dén vao gi& anh em
khéng ngo.”

bé la l&i Chaa.
— Lay Chua Kit6, ngeii khen Chua.
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