Oct 26th 2025

ORDINARY TIME:
30TH SUNDAY (C)

THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX
COLLECTOR

There are certain jokes that begin, “There was an
Englishman, a Scotsman and an Irishman...” Sometimes
other nationalities are used. They can be amusing but also
offensive because they are rooted in prejudice, stereotypes
and even racism, even if those who tell such jokes are
quick to say defensively, “Well, it's only a joke.”

| wonder if, in Jesus’ day, as the various crowds of people
listened to the parables, people said to each other, “Did you
hear the one about the Pharisee and the Tax Collector?”
Of course, Jesus wasn't telling a joke but he was speaking
in a way that played on two stereotypes.

So let’s think about the two stereotypes: the Pharisees were
the ultra-zealous Jews who followed every detail of the law
and prided themselves on sticking to the small print. This
particular one thinks he is religious, righteous and even
says, “God, | thank you that | am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.” He is full of pride.

Tax-collectors, on the other hand, were despised and
hated: they were usually Jews who had betrayed their own
people by working for the Romans, collecting taxes, but
also working dishonestly so as to demand excessive
amounts from their fellow people. But this particular tax
collector may have done wrong, but he knows it, admits it
and simply prays, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”

In jokes and in parables, we are invited to compare and
contrast the stock characters we are presented with. But
less comfortably, we are invited to compare ourselves with
the characters. Which of the two are we most like? How
do we need to change?

God bless, Fr Kevin.

CLAIRE AND ALISTAIR: CONGRATULATIONS!

Many congratulations to Claire and Alistair, married here this weekend. May God
bless them now and always and grant them a long and happy marriage and let us
be sure to keep them in prayers.
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WOoRD ON FIRE COMES TO SALFORD -
'EVANGELISING THE CULTURE'

A thought-provoking evening as Bishop Robert Barron's Word on Fire
program comes to Salford Cathedral, inviting us to explore how we can
each play a part in bringing Christ's light to the world around us.
The event will take place at 7:30pm on Thursday 13th November at the
Cathedral Temporary Church, and refreshments will be served
beforehand at 6:45pm in the cloisters. Please book by emailing
enquiries@salfordcathedral.co.uk or call 0161 817 2210.
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PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific intention,
pass an envelope with an
offering of £10 or more to Fr
Kevin, noting if it should be
kept private).

MASS INTENTIONS:
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY: SIR AWOYE
HoLDEN BoB-MANUEL
ANNIVERSARY: CHARLOTTE GORDON
(1sT)
BIRTHDAY: HELEN WRIGHT (72ND)

OuRrR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

JANET MCCARTHY, JENNIFER HUNTER,
MARTIN BRENNAN, TOMMY LOFTUS

SERVICE OF
REMEMBRANCE FOR LIVES
CUT SHORT

There will be a Service of Remembrance
for Lives Cut Short held at Manchester
Cathedral next month, which will honour
and commemorate those who have died
as a result of homicide. Organised by
the friends and families of those lost in
this tragic way, the service will take
place on Monday 24th November at
7.30pm. Any person wishing to
commemorate a loved one by name as
part of the service is invited to contact
organiser Steve Wililams on 07757
441377 or st.gab.prest@gmail.com

Two WEEK NEWSLETTER

Please note that this is a two-week
newsletter. Note especially the
times of the weekday masses for the
first week as there is a change to the
pattern.  The second week has
weekday masses at the usual times.

The lowly one
called, and the Lord
heard him.

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES - A MOMENT OF PRAYER

The Diocese of Salford's Laudato Si' Centre is inviting people to
remember loved ones who have died in a special way this November
with the return of its Memorial Service. Taking place on Friday 7th
November, between 9.30-10.30am, the memorial service provides a
peaceful opportunity to remember and give thanks for our loved ones in
the beauty of God's creation. Please register your interest and find out
more by emailing laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk.

FIRST HoLY COMMUNION

Families of children who are currently in school year-3 (aged 7) or
above who would like to join the 2025-26 Sacramental Programme
with the view to making First Holy Communion in June 2026, must
register as soon as possible before November 5th:
https://www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk/sacraments.

YouNG ADULT SERVICE DAY - SVP YOUTH SOCIETY:

The St Vincent de Paul Society Youth Team will be holding a service
day on 1 November, and would like to invite those aged 18-35 to join.
Beginning at 11am, following 10am Mass, the day will offer a chance to
give back to the community with kindness. The service day will be
taking place at St Vincent's Centre in Leeds and a travel bursary is
available to support those who wish to get involved. To register, please
email KeziaH@svp.org.uk or call on 07917 923605.

RIGHT TO LIFE UK

We pray for all those with disabilities, including the unborn. We pray for
protection for them and their mothers from the pressures of assisted
suicide and abortion, and that they would instead experience
overwhelming support from all who surround them Lord hear us .
As we commemorate the solemnity of All Saints and All Souls, we ask
Almighty God to especially care for all those approaching the end of
their lives. May they be granted a peaceful, natural death with dignity
and the appropriate palliative care. Lord hear us”.

EVENING MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK
AND CANDLELIT ROSARY

On Friday 31 October, mass will be at 7.00 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Church and will include Anointing of the Sick. This proved very popular
a month ago. Please try to invite parishioners who may experience
some difficulty getting to mass, perhaps offering them a lift or a taxi.
After the mass, at 7.45 p.m., there will be the option to pray the Rosary
by candlelight.

Foob BANK COLLECTION

Thank you very much once again for the wonderful amount of food
donated for Manchester Food Bank. It was collected this week. Rob
Matheson who works there expressed his great gratitude and explained
that the collection was 324.4 kg in total. This will provide 46 3-Day
Emergency Food Parcels or 416 meals. Please do keep the donations
coming and we will make a specially renewed effort in Advent.

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

Please consider making offertory
contributions by Standing Order. If

WEEKEND OcT 18-19TH

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske £128.30 each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

/) Basket|  £277.00 TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

@ Digital £210.00 20-55-34 // 20707600
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Sunday 26 October 2025
First reading: Sirach 35:15b-17, 20-22b

The Lord is the judge, and with him is no par-
tiality. He will not show partiality in the case of a
poor man; and he will listen to the prayer of one
who is wronged. He will not ignore the supplica-
tion of the orphan or the widow when she pours
out her story. He whose service is pleasing to
the Lord will be accepted, and his prayer will
reach to the clouds. The prayer of the humble
pierces the clouds, and he will not be consoled
until it reaches the Lord; he will not desist until
the Most High visits him and does justice for
the righteous and executes judgement. And the
Lord will not delay.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 34(33):2-3. 17-18.
19, 23. [/7a

TR: The lowly one called, and the Lord
heard him.

| lift up my eyes to the mountains;

| will bless the LORD at all times,

praise of him is always in my mouth.

In the LORD my soul shall make its boast;
the humble shall hear and be glad. R.

The LORD turns his face against the wicked
to cut off their remembrance from the earth.
When the just one cries out, the LORD hears,
and rescues him in all his distress. R.

The LORD is close to the broken-hearted;
those whose spirit is crushed he will save.

The LORD ransoms the souls of his servants.
All who trust in him shall not be condemned. R.

Second reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 -

Beloved: | am already being poured out as a
drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. | have fought the good fight, | have fin-
ished the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved his appearing.

At my first defence no one came to stand by

me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged
against them! But the Lord stood by me and
strengthened me, so that through me the mes-
sage might be fully proclaimed and all the Gen-
tiles might hear it. So | was rescued from the
lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from eve-
ry evil deed and bring me safely into his heav-
enly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: 2 Corinthians 5:19

Alleluia, alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling
the world to himself, and entrusting to us
the message of reconciliation. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14: At that time: Jesus told
this parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and treated others
with contempt: “Two men went up into the Tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself,
prayed thus: “God, | thank you that | am not like
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week; |
give tithes of all that | get.” But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” | tell you, this man
went down to his house justified, rather than
the other. For everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, but the one who humbles himself
will be exalted.’



Bai doc Chua Nhat

(26/10/2025)
Bai doc I: Huan ca 35:15b-17, 20-22a

Prc Chua la Bang xét xt, noi Nguoi
khéng co6 thién vi.

Nguwdi khong thién vi ké ngheo, nhung
l&ng nghe 16i cau xin cla ké bj ap burc.
Nguo’l khong COi thwcmg |&i khan
nguyén cua ké mo cbi, cling khong bd
qua l&i than van clia ngwi géa bua.

Ai phung s Nguwoi dep long, thi sé
dwoc Ngudi chap nhan; &1 cau nguyén
cua ho vwon t&i tan may xanh.

L&i cau nguyén cla ké khiém nhwong
xuyen thau tang may, va ho sé khong
ngtwng nghi cho dén khi dat t&i Dang
Toi Cao;

ho s& khong bd cudc cho dén khi Dang
Té6i Cao doai thucrng xét x&r cong minh
va thi hanh céng ly.

Durc Chua sé khong tri hoan.

bap ca: Tv 34(33):2-3,17-18, 19, 23

Pap: Ké ngheo kéu Ién, va Chua da nhan 0.

e Toi sé chuc tung Chda moi lic, miéng toi
hang ngoi khen Nguwoi.

. Linh,hé“)n t6i hanh dién vi Chua, ké ngheo
nghe thé sé vui mirng. Pap

 Chua chdng lai ké gian ac, dé xoa bo tén
chung khai tran gian.

. Nguo’l cong chinh kéu cau, Chaa lién nham
|, va gidi thoat ho khai moi con nguy khén.
Pap

e Chua gan gtii nhirng tdm long tan vo, clru
nhi*rng tdm hén that vong & ché.

e Chua ctru chudc linh hén cac toi t& Nguoi,
ai nwong twa noi Ngudi sé khong bi két an.
Pap

Bai doc lI: 2 Timéthé 4:6-8, 16-18

Anh em than mén,

Phan t6i, tdi sap phal do mau ra lam 1&
té, va gid ra di cla tdi da gan ké.

T6i da chién dau trong tran chién chinh
nghla da chay hét chdng dwong, da
gilr virng niém tin.

Gio day, triéu thién cong chinh da danh
sén cho téi; trong Ngay ay, Chua la vi
Tham Phan chi cong sé trao phan
thuc)’ng cho toi; khong nhirng cho t6i,
ma con cho tat ca nhirng ai hang yéu

mén sw xuét hién cta Nguoi.

Khi t6i bién ho 1an thir nhat chang cé
ai bénh vuc toi, hét thay déu bé méac
t6i; xin Chuia dirng chap ho.

Nhung c6 Chua dirng bén canh, ban
strc manh cho téi, de nh& t6i ma 1&i rao
giang duoc hoan tat, va moi dan ngoai
déu dwoc nghe.

To6i da dwge clru thoat khéi miéng sw
tr.

Chua sé con ctru toi khéi moi hanh vi
gian ac, va dwa t6i vao Nuwdc Troi clia
Nguoi.

Xin kinh dang Nguwoi vinh quang dén
mudn d&i. Amen.

Tung hé Tin Mirng: 2 C6rinto 5:19

Aléluia, Aléluia!

Chinh Thién Chua da & trong Blrc Kitd ma giao hoa

thé gian v&i Ngudi,
va trao cho ching ta st vu hoa giai.
Aléluia!

Tin Mirng: Luca 18:9-14

Khi 4y, Btrc Giésu ké du ngén nay cho
nhirng ké tw cho minh la céng chinh va
khinh ché nguo’l khac:

“Cé hai ngudi [én Dén The cau
nguyen mot nguo’l thuéc nhéom Phar-
iséu, con ngudi kia la ngucrl thu thué.
Ngum Phariséu dirng riéng cau
nguyén rang: ‘Lay Thién Chua, con xin
ta on Chua, vi con khéng nhw bao ké
khac: tham lam, b4t chinh, ngoa| tinh,
hoac nhw tén thu thué kia. Con an chay
mdi tudn hai lan, con dang mot phan
muwoi tt cd nhirng gi con ¢o.’

Con nguoi thu thué thi dung dang Xa,
thédm chi chang dam nguwdc mét lén
troi, nhwng vira dam nguc vira thwa
rang: ‘Lay Thién Chua, xin thwong x6t
con 1a ké toi 16i!’

T6i ndi cho anh em hay nguo’l nay khi
tré vé nha thi dwoc nén coéng chinh,
con ngudi kia thi khong.

Vi pham ai ton minh Ién sé bi ha
xubng; con ai ha minh xubng sé dwoc
ton [én.”
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Sunday 2 November 2025

First reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 -’

I, John, saw another angel ascending from the ris-
ing of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and
he called with a loud voice to the four angels who
had been given power to harm earth and sea, say-
ing, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees,
until we have sealed the servants of our God on
their foreheads.” And | heard the number of the
sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand,
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel.

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing be-
fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
And all the angels were standing round the throne
and round the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshipped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and pow-
er and might be to our God for ever and ever!
Amen.’

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
‘Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from
where have they come?’ | said to him, ‘Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, ‘These are the ones
coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.’

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. [
cf. 6

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

The LORD’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world, and those who dwell in it.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the rivers he made it firm.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

Who shall climb the mountain of the LORD?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The clean of hands and pure of heart,
whose soul is not set on vain things.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

Blessings from the LORD shall he receive,
and right reward from the God who saves
him.
Such are the people who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Such are the people who seek your face, O Lord.
Second reading: 1 John 3:1-3 -

Beloved: See what kind of love the Father has giv-
en to us, that we should be called children of God;
and so we are. The reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are
God'’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he
is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure.

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 11:28

Alleluia, alleluia. Come to me, all who labour and
are heavy laden, says the Lord, and | will
give you rest. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on
the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught
them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are
the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.’



Bai doc Chua Nhat (2/11/2025)
Bai doc I: Khai Huyén 7:2-4, 9-14

Téi la Gioan, thay mot thién than khac tw phia
mat troi moc di 1én, mang an clta Thién Chua
hang sbéng. Nguoi 16n tleng ho voi bon thlen
than da dwoc trao quyén lam hai dat va bién
rang

“Dirng lam hai dét, blen va cay cbi, cho dén
khi chling t6i déng &n trén tran cac toi t& cla
Thién Chua chung ta.”

Téi nghe sb ngu’cyl dwoc déng 4n 1a mot tram
bén muwoi bdn ngan, thudc moi chi tdc con cai
Israel.

Sau do, téi thay moét doan ngudi that déng,
khong ai dém néi, tr moi dan, moi chi toc,
moi nwé'c va moi ngdn ngtr. Ho dirng trwde
nga| va trwac Con Chién, mac ao trang, tay
cam nhanh la thién tue I&n tiéng tung ho:
“On ctru d6 thude vé Thién Chua chung ta,
Dang ngw trén ngai, va thuéc vé Con Chién!”

T4t ca cac thién than dieng chung quanh
ngai, chung quanh cac ky lao va bon sinh vat.
Ho sap minh xudng trwéc ngai, tho lay Thién
Chua ma tung hé rang:

“Amen! Chuc tung, vinh quang, khon ngoan,
ta on, danh dv, quyén nang va sirc manh
thudc vé Thién Chuaa chung ta dén muén doi
mudn thué! Amen.”

M6t vi ky I&o hai t6i: “Nhirng ngwdi mac do
trang kia la ai, va tr dau dén?”

Téi thwa: “Thwa ngai, chinh ngai biét d6.”
Nguwoi bao t6i: “Ho la nhirng nguwdi tr con
thir thach I&n lao ma dén. Ho da g|at va tay
trdng 4o minh trong mau Con Chién.”

Pap ca: Tv 24(23):1-2, 3-4b, 5-6
Dap: Pay la dong ddi nhirng ké tim kiém thanh
nhan Chua.

e Trai dat va muon lodi trén d6 la ctia Chua, hoan

cau va toan thé dan cw cling vay.

e Chinh Nguwoi da dat nén mong trén bién ca, va

lam cho virng chac trén dong nuéc. Dap
e Aiduwgc Ién ndi Chaa? Ai duwgc & trong noii
thanh cua Nguoi?

e D06 la ké tay sach Idong thanh, chang hwéng hén

theo sy hw khong bap

e Nguoi 8y sé dwoc Chua chuc phuc, va duoc
Thién Chua ctru d ban phan thuong

e Day la dong ddi nhirng ké tim kiém Nguwdi, tim

kiém thanh nhan Thién Chta nha Giacop. Dap
Bai doc ll: 1 Gioan 3:1-3

Anh em than mén,
Anh em hay xem Chua Cha yéu thwong

chung ta duwdng nao: Ngudi cho ching ta
dwoc goi la con Thién Chua, va thyc sy
chung ta la con Thién Chua.

Sé& di thé gian khong nhan biét ching ta, 14 vi
thé gian da khong biét Nguo’l

Anh em than mén, hién gi® chung ta la con
Thién Chua; nhwng ching ta sé ra sao, diéu
4y chua duwoc bay té. Chung ta biét rang khi
Puwrc Kitd xuét hién, chung ta sé nén giong
nhw Nguwdoi, vi NQU’O’I thé nao, ching ta sé
thady Nguwoi nhw vay

Ai dat hy vong noi Nguwoi thi tw thanh tay
minh, nhw Nguwdi la Dang tinh tuyén.

Tung ho Tin Mirng: Mt 11:28

Aléluia, Aléluia!

Chua phan Tat ca nhung ai dang vat va mang
ganh nang né, hay dén cung Ta, Ta sé& cho nghi
ngoi bdi dwéng.”

Aléluia!

Tin Mirng: Matthéu 5:1-12a
Khi 4y, thay dam dong Dlrc Giésu Ién nui.

Nguwoi n90| xuong cac mon dé dén gan bén.
Nguw&i mé miéng day ho réng:

“Phuc thay ai cé tdm hon nghéo kho, vi Nuwédc
Troila cda ho. )
Phuc thay ai hién lanh, vi ho sé duwoc Dat
Hda lam gia nghlep

Phuc thay ai sau khd, vi ho sé dwoc Thién
Chua ui an.

Phuc thay ai khao khat nén ngudi cong
chinh, vi ho sé dwgc Thién Chua cho théa
long.

Phuc thay ai xét thwong ngudi, vi ho sé dwoc
Thién Chua xot thwong.

Phuc thay ai c6 tdm hon trong sach, vi ho sé
dwoc nhin thay Thién Chua.

Phuc thay ai xay dwng hoa binh, vi ho sé
dworc goi la con Thién Chua.

Phuc thay ai bi bach hai vi sbng céng chinh,
vi Nwée Troi la cta ho.

Phuc thay anh em khi vi Thay ma bi ngwo’l ta
si va, bach hai va vu khdng di diéu xau xa.
Anh em hay vui mirng hén hé, vi phan
thwdng danh cho anh em & trén troi that Ion
lao.”
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