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Sept 21st 2025

ORDINARY TIME:
25TH SUNDAY (C)

“YOU CANNOT BE THE SLAVE OF
BOTH GOD AND OF MONEY.”

There are many warnings in the Bible about chasing after the
wrong things, especially wealth or riches. For example, we hear,
“The love of money is the root of all evil.” In the Gospel reading
today, Jesus ends up saying, “You cannot be the slave both of
God and of money.”

These words might be uncomfortable for us: Salford Diocese is
known to have more deprivation and poverty than most other
dioceses. Many people have a real struggle with money to make
ends meet. It would be very unfair to call them slaves of money
when they are making every effort to feed the family and pay the
bills.

Surely, Jesus’ warning is aimed at the wealthy and the greedy,
the ones who already have so much but who want even more.
Some Premiership footballers, for example, have earned up to
£400,000 per week and yet have got into disputes with their clubs
because they have wanted more.

So, what has this reading to say to us, if we are not chasing
unreasonably after money? | have quoted before that it has been
said that we have “time, talents and treasure.” We could ask
ourselves if we are putting God first in the way that we use each
of these.

Firstly, how do we spend our days? Are we using our time wisely
and making sure that we pray at different points of the day? Are
we giving our time to be with family and friends and to reach out
to people who we are called to love and serve?

And then we could consider our talents. God has given each of
us very particular gifts and abilities. Are we making sure that we
develop these and use them for God’s glory? Sometimes the
cares of this life cause us to push them to one side.

And finally, our treasure is indeed our money and our
possessions. Even if we are not wealthy, we are still called to try
to be as generous as we can with what we have. Another part of
the Gospel features an episode called “The Widow's Mite.”
Jesus praises a woman for putting just a small coin into the
collection, saying that she has given far more than others
because it was all she had.

Our lives need to be fully devoted to serving God. At mass this
weekend, we have the chance to consider whether we are in fact
slaves to anything else at all, even if not money. God wants us
to fully serve him and yet he also calls us friends.

God bless, Fr Kevin.

MAss OF HEALING

On Tuesday 30 September there will be a special Mass of Healing at
which the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be available.
Please take this opportunity to invite people who may not easily get to
mass and who have health issues. It maybe that you could encourage
them to attend and give them a lift to and from mass.




PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific
intention, pass an envelope
with an offering of £10 or
more to Fr Kevin, noting if it
should be kept private).

MASS INTENTIONS:
ILL: COSTANTINOS
RECENTLY DECEASED: BRIDGET HAYLES

OUR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

JANET MCCARTHY, JENNIFER HUNTER,
MARTIN BRENNAN, TOMMY LOFTUS

MEETING FOR
NEw READERS

A number of parishioners, including
some of our younger ones, have inquired
about becoming a reader at mass.
There will be a meeting on at 12.00 p.m.
on Sunday 12 October after the
morning mass at Sacred Heart Church
for anyone interested volunteering for
this important Ministry of the Word.

SUNDAY HYMNS

ENTRANCE: 720
GLORIA: 479
OFFERTORY: 603
COMMUNION: 640, 663
RECESSIONAL: 721

Two WEEK NEWSLETTER

Please note that this newsletter
covers the next two weeks and
weekday mass times are quite
altered. Please check carefully.

FIRST HoLY COMMUNION

Families of children who are currently in
school year-3 (aged 7) or above who
would like to join the 2025-26
Sacramental Programme with the view to
making First Holy Communion in June
2026, can now register: https://
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk/
sacraments. Please do so as soon as
possible to ensure your place.

CAFOD FAMILY FAsST DAY APPEAL THIS HARVEST

The next CAFOD Fast Day is designated as Friday 3 October.
Envelopes will be available after masses this weekend, but as always,
you can simply make your offering in an envelope of your own, marked
“CAFOD.” And also as always, if this particular date is inconvenient for
a fast, you can choose a different day.

SATURDAY EVENING PRAYER AT ST FRANCIS CHURCH

For a good while now, a large number of parishioners have been
praying Morning Prayer before mass on Sunday at Sacred Heart
Church. In October, there will be an opportunity to pray Evening Prayer
at St Francis Church at 5.00 p.m. Please do support this prayer which
is part of “The Divine Office” or “Liturgy of the Hours.” You will be
joining your prayer with Catholics around the whole world.

RETROUVAILLE — MARRIAGE SUPPORT

There will be talks at mass on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 October by
a married couple from the organisation called “Retrouvaille.” This
Catholic ministry aims to help couples who may be encountering
difficulties in their relationship. There will be further opportunities to
speak in more detail, and in confidence, after the two masses.

RIGHT TO LIFE UK

In union with Our Lady of Walsingham, whose feast day we celebrate
on Wednesday, we pray for pregnant women who feel they are facing a
difficult decision. We ask that they may be given hope, and through the
love of God, accept the gift of life. Lord hear us

STEWARDS/WELCOMERS NEEDED )’\
The diocesan Synod is now at the “implementation”
stage, which means that we need to put things into
action. One of the first actions required is to develop a /i\ ,
team of welcomers and stewards who assist at mass.
The commitment would only be once a month and you would be given
clear direction as to how to carry out the role. Please do volunteer.

CARE OF CREATION

all to visit the garden and display
in the pavilion on any

to 12noon during this season of
Creation. The display boards
t demonstrate how we support
nature in our community garden.
t And how the garden has
developed to become a eco
P friendly community garden.

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

WEEKEND SEPT 13-14TH Please consider making offertory

contributions by Standing Order. If

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske £88.10 each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

s#) Basket|  £404.00 TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

@ Digital|  £273.66 20-55-34 // 20707600
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Bai doc I: A-mét 8:4-7

H&i nhung ké cha dap nguwoi ngheo, tiéu diét ngudi
khén khé trong X, hay nghe day

Cac nguoi néi: “Bao gir hét ngay dau thang, dé
ching ta ban lta? Bao gi& qua ngay sa-bat, dé
chidng ta m¢ hang ban lua mi? Chung ta sé lam
cho d4u nhd lai, can nang hon, dung can gia dé liva
dao. Chung ta se mua nguwdi nghéo bang bac, mua
nguoi khén kho bang mot déi dép, va ban luén ca
phan IGa vun.”

P&rc Chua da thé béi niém kiéu hanh cua Gia-cop:
“Ta sé khong bao gi&» quén bat clr viéc nao ching
da lam.”

Dap ca: Thanh Vinh 112(113), 1-2. 4-6.

7-8

DPap: Hay ngoi khen Chua, Pang nang nguwdi
nghéo Ién.H&i cac t6i t& cia Birc Chua, hay ngoii
khen, hay nggi khen danh Blrc Chua! Danh Birc
Chua dang chuc tung tor gior day cho dén mudn
doi! Bap Hay ngoi khen Chua, Dang nang
ngw®i nghéo Ién.

Burc Chua siéu viét trén mudn dan, vinh quang
Nguw&i vuwot xa troi cao. Ai sanh dugc voi Buc
Chua la Thién Chua chung ta, Dang ngw chdn cao
voi, cli xubng nhin xem troi d4t? Pap: Hay ngoi
khen Chaa, Pang nang ngw®i nghéo lén.

Nguwoi nang ké hén 1&n khoi bui dét, nhac ngucyl
nghéo ra khoi dong tro, dé cho ho ng0| chung Vi
hang quyén quy, Vi hang quyén quy clia dan
Nguwoi. Dap: Hay ngei khen Chua, Pang nang
ngwoi nghéo Ién.

Bai doc II: 1 Ti-mo-thé 2:1-8

Anh em than mén, trwéc hét, toi _khuyén anh em
hay cau xin, khan nguyén, chuyén cau va ta on cho
moi ngwdi, dac biét la cho vua chia va tat ca
nhirng ngwo’l c6 quyén, dé chung ta duwoc sbng
binh an, yén én, dao dirc va nghiém trang.

Do |a diéu tét dep va dep long Thién Chua, Dang
cru dé chung ta.

Nguwoi mudn cho moi nguwoi dwgce cliru do va nhan
biét chan ly.

Vi chi cé mét Thién Chua, va chi co mot Dang
Trung Gian gitra Thién Chua va loai nguwoi, do la
Plrc Gié-su Ki-td, Dang da hién minh lam gia chudc
cho moi nguoi.

Do la ching tr dwoc dua ra dung thoi.

Vi thé, t6i da dwoc dat lam nguo’l rao giang va lam
Toéng D6 — toi noi that, khdng noi déi — lam thay
day cho dan ngoal vé dirc tin va chan ly.

Vay t6i mudn rang & moi noi, dan 6ng hay gio tay
thanh thién I&n ma cau nguyén, khéng gian di,
khéng tranh cai.

Tung hé Tin Mirng: 2 C6-rin-t6 8:9

Ha-lé-lui-a, ha-lé-lui-a! )

Dwrc Gié-su Ki-t6, Chua chung ta, von giau sang,
nhwng da tr& nén ngheo khé vi anh em,

dé nho sw ngheo khé ciia Nguwoi,

anh em tr& nén giau cé.

Ha-lé-lui-a!

Tin Mirng: Lu-ca 16:1-13
Khi 4y, Blrc Gié-su néi véi cac mon dé rang:

“Co mot ngudi giau kia c6 mét nguoi quén ly.
Nguoi ta t6 c4o anh ta phung phi tai san cta cha.
Ong chti goi anh ta den va néi: ‘Toi nghe noi anh
lam gi d6? Hay tinh sb céng viéc quan Iy cua anh,
vi anh khong thé tiép tuc lam quan ly nira.’

Nguoi quan ly ngh| tham ‘Minh sé lam gi day’? Chu
da EW, lai V|ec quan ly rdi. Minh khéng du strc dao
dat, lai xau ho khéng dam &n xin. Minh biét phai
lam gi rdi, dé khi bi mat chirc, nguwdi ta sé& don minh
vao nha ho.’ .

Anh ta goi ttrng con ng' ctia chd déen. Anh héi nguoi
thir nhat: ‘Anh ng cha t6i bao nhiéu?’

Nguwoi ay dap: ‘Mot tram thung dau
Anh ta néi: ‘Cam |3y gidy no, ngdi xudng mau, viét
nam muoi théi.’

RGi anh hoi nguwoi khac: ‘Con anh, anh no bao
nhiéu?’

Nguwoi ay dap: ‘Mot tram bao lua.’

Anh ta noi: ‘Cam Iay glay no, viét tam muwoi.’

Ong chud khen ngwdi quan ly bat lwong dé da hanh
dong khon khéo.

Qua that, con cai doi nay khén khéo hon con cai
anh sang khi x si voi dong loai. . )
Va t6i néi cho anh em biét: hdy dung tién cla bat
chinh ma tao lay ban bé, dé khi hét tién, ho sé don
anh em vao noi cw ngu vinh ctru.

Ai trung tin trong viéc nho, cung sé trung tin trong
viéc 16n; ai bat lwong trong viéc nhd, ciling sé bat
lwong trong viéc lon.

Vay néu anh em khong trung tin trong viéc st dung
tién cta bét chinh, thi ai sé giao cho anh em cla
cai that?

Néu anh em khong trung tin trong viéc quan ly cta
ngwoi khac, thi ai s€ giao cho anh em cla cai
riéng?

Khéng day t& nao c6 thé phuc vu hai chu: vi hoac
sé ghét chu nay ma yéu chu kia, hodc sé gan bo
v@i chld nay ma khinh thwdng chu kia.

Anh em khong the vtra phuc vu Thién Chua, vira
phuc vu tién cta.”



FIRST READING: AMOS 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and
bring the poor of the land to an end, saying,
‘When will the new moon be over, that we may
sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer
wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah
small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully
with false balances, that we may buy the poor
for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the chaff of the wheat?’

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
‘Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.’

RESPONSORIAL PsALM 113(112) 1-2. 4-6. 7-8.
R: Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.

Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!

May the name of the LORD be blest
both now and for evermore! R

High above all nations is the LORD,
above the heavens his glory.

Who is like the LORD, our God,
who dwells on high,

who lowers himself to look down
upon heaven and earth? R

From the dust he lifts up the lowly, from the ash
heap he raises the poor, to set them in the
company of princes, yes, with the princes of his
people. R

SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8.’

Beloved: First of all, | urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, for kings and all who are in
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This
is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Saviour, who desires all people to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and there is one mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is
the testimony given at the proper time.

For this | was appointed a preacher and an
Apostle — | am telling the truth, | am not lying
— a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. |
desire then that in every place the men should
pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarrel-
ling.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 CORINTHIANS 8:9

STAND

Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ, though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you by his poverty might become rich. Allelu-
ia.

GosPEL: LUKE 16:1-13

At that time: Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There
was a rich man who had a manager, and

charges were brought to him that this man was
wasting his possessions. And he called him
and said to him, “What is this that | hear about
you? Turn in the account of your management,
for you can no longer be manager.” And the
manager said to himself, “What shall | do, since
my master is taking the management away
from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and |
am ashamed to beg. | have decided what to do,
so that when | am removed from management,
people may receive me into their houses.” So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he said to the first, “How much do you owe my
master?” He said, “A hundred measures of oil.”
He said to him, “Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to another,
“And how much do you owe?” He said, “A hun-
dred measures of wheat.” He said to him, “Take
your bill and write eighty.” The master com-
mended the dishonest manager for his shrewd-
ness. For the sons of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation
than the sons of light.” And | tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous
wealth, so that when it fails they may receive
you into the eternal dwellings.

‘One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful
in much, and one who is dishonest in a very
little is also dishonest in much. If then you have
not been faithful with the unrighteous wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if
you have not been faithful with that which is an-
other’s, who will give you that which is your
own? No servant can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and money.’
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