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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (A)

SCHEDULE

The Baptism of the Lord
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer H
10:30 Mass & Choir

Sun 11:45 Church Clean

1th | confirmation Programme
12:15 Meeting

Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments

?

Ordinary Time: week 1
Mon 08:00 Mass
12th

[

Requiem Mass
12:00 Ann Shirley Tennant

Tue Ordinary Time: week 1
13th 09:15 Mass with SH school
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Wed Ordinary Time: week 1

14th —
Thu Ordinary Time: week 1
15th 19:00 Mass with y
Anointing of the Sick
Fri Ordinary Time: week 1

%

16th 09:15 Mass with SF School

Sacramental Programme
11:00 Meeting

St Antony
Sat | 11:00 Adoration & Confession
17th 12:00 Mass

w

Ordinary Time: 2nd Sunday
17:00 Adoration, Confession &
Evening Prayer
17:30 Vigil Mass

R L EREREECNE

%)

Ordinary Time: 2nd Sunday
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer
10:30 Mass & Choir
11:45 Church Clean

S

Sun
18th

Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments
12:00 Parish Meeting

2

MAss ON THURSDAY 15

Please note that mass on Thursday 15
January will be at a different time from
usual: 7.00 p.m. and will include the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

RIGHT TO LIFE UK

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord,
we pray that, like Christ who entered
fully into our humanity, we may show
compassion and care for all who are
elderly, suffering, or nearing the end of
life. Lord hear us.

Jan 11th 2026

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Last September a Premiership
footballer celebrated his team’s 3
-0 win over local rivals. He said
it was the greatest day of his life.
But in fact he had said this in
advance of the day, because it
was the day that he and his
fiancée were to be baptised into
the Christian faith. | wonder if
you know who the footballer
was!

Pope Francis reminded us a few years ago that we should
make sure we know the date of our own baptism and
celebrate it because it is the greatest day of our own lives.
At the start of 2026, we look to the year ahead and
celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.

Jesus was baptised at the age of about 30 and his baptism
was the launching of his mission and his moving forward in
the power of the Holy Spirit. The Gospel account tells us
about the descent of the Holy Spirit like a dove, and the
voice of God the Father affirming his Son.

The disciples were sent out to baptise in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. At our
baptism, we were baptised in the name of the three persons
of the Trinity, we were set free from original sin, and we
were commissioned to preach the Gospel in our words and
in our actions.

Just as married couples sometimes renew their marriage
vows, and priests renew the promises they made at
ordination each year, it is good for us to remember and
renew the call of our own baptism and to give thanks for the
gift of our own faith. Jesus was sent out after his baptism
and we too are sent on our own missions.

God bless, Fr Kevin.

PARISH MEETING

There is a Parish Meeting in the Parish Centre after mass on Sunday
18 January at 12.00 p.m.. We will discuss the new Parish Leadership
Team and other aspects of the Synod Implementation process which we
are involved in now.

It is also an opportunity for parishioners to raise any suggestions, ideas
and questions about the life of the parish and what we could or should
be doing as a Catholic community to live and proclaim our faith.

All are welcome and it is important that as many people come as
possible. Please do attend.




PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific intention,
pass an envelope with an
offering of £10 or more to Fr
Kevin, noting if it should be
kept private).

MASS INTENTIONS:

SPECIAL INTENTIONS: CRYSTAL Rizzo
AND NEWBORN EVELYN Ri1zzo
PRIVATE INTETIONS: AMURI DJUMA,
FAIDA ANGELLA, SALIMA ANNE MARIE
OUR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

AILSA SMITH, JANET MCCARTHY,
JENNIFER HUNTER, MARTIN BRENNAN,
TomMmY LOFTUS

ADVICE AS ENERGY BILLS RISE

If you are in need of support with
rising energy bills, Caritas Salford
has put together some helpful
advice. Their energy advice service
team can support with free advice
sessions.

www.caritassalford.org.uk/energysupport

SAFEGUARDING AUDIT

The Diocese of Salford Safeguarding
department are undergoing an audit
by the Catholic Safeguarding
Agency. As such, you have one last
chance to feed into the survery- it
closes Friday 16th at 23:45. You can
access the survey here: htip://
bit.ly/4pyMCSa

THE DIVINE OFFICE

On Sunday mornings (SH)

from 10.00 - 10.15 and
Saturday evenings (SF)
17:00-17:15, we are

praying the Divine Office
(the prayer of the Church)
together. Prayer sheets are available so
please do come to the front of church
and join in.

NURSERY PLACES

Sacred Heart RC Primary School currently has places in their Nursery
provision for children aged 3 in September 2026. Please visit the
school office or website for more information: www.sacredheartschool-

gorton.org.uk

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME

The Confirmation programme will start up 25th January 2026. This is
open to anyone who has not received the sacrament and who is over
the age of 13. If you are interested in joining the programme, please
give your name and contact details (also a parent’s if you are under the
age of 18). There is a Saturday retreat session, and nine Sunday
classes, after the 10:30 am Mass. Register now online:

www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk/sacraments

RELICS OF ST CARLO AcCUTIS

8 The relics of St Carlo Acutis will be hosted at two
B Salford Diocese churches over five days. The
relics will be presented at St Mary's Church,
Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they travel
to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst from 30 January
to 1 February 2026. More information will follow.

»*44' LGBT+ CATHoOLICS
) I:HJ;Saturday 31st January at 15:00 will be the next Salford
1 i A Diocese Mass celebrated in fellowship with brethren who
# iyt identify as LGBT+. The mass is celebrated by Bishop

John Arnold. Everyone is welcome. Refreshments will be
provided after mass. Allow time to park in the local university area.
The venue is now accessible by both stairs and lift. St. Augustine’s
Church, Grosvenor Street, M15 6BW

ALTAR SERVERS MONTHLY SESSIONS

In our first session last month, we pondered on what makes
us really happy and how faith is important to us.

In our last session (12th December), we reflected on the
extraordinary nature of what we regard as ordinary mass.
We also took time to reflect on the Gospel of the 3rd Sunday
of Advent. Please note that our next session is on Friday the
16th of January 2026, 6-8 pm. Esther, Isidro, Nancy and
Deacon Davie.
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NEW JoB OPPORTUNITIES

Caritas Salford: https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/about/careers/
Diocese of Salford: https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/
Schools:https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/education/vacancies/
Emmaus Catholic Academy Trust: https://emmauscat.com/
Romero Catholic Academy Trust: https://www.romerocat.com/
St Teresa of Calcutta Trust: https://www.stoccat.org.uk/

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

WEEKEND JAN 3-4TH Please consider making offertory

contributions by Standing Order. If

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske £143.40 each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

) Basket|  £297.40 TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

@ Digital|  £225.00 20-55-34 // 20707600



https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/about/careers/
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https://www.stoccat.org.uk/
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Phung Vu L&i Chua

Bai doc I: Is 42:1-4, 6-7

Plrc Chua phan “Pay la ngu’o’l téi
trung Ta nang do, lIa ngwoi Ta tuyén
chon va quy mén. Ta cho Than Khi Ta
ngw trén Nguwoi; NQU’O’I sé lam sang
té cong ly triré'c mudn dan. Ngwoi sé
khong kéu to, khéng Ion tiéng, khéng
lam cho ai nghe thay tiéng Ngu’o’l
ngoai phoé cho. Cay lau bi giap, Ngw&i
khéng danh bé gay; tim dén leo lét,
Ngwei khong né tat di. Ngwei trung
tin lam cho c6ng ly sang to. Ngu’c‘ri sé
khéng mét mai, khong nao nung, cho
dén khi thiét Iap cong ly trén dia cau;
cac hai dao trong doi luat phap cua
Ngweoi.”

“Ta la Dlrc Chua, Ta da goi nguwoi
trong cong chinh; Ta cam lay tay
ngu’o’l va gln glw ngwoii; Ta dat ngu’o’i
lam giao wéc cua dan, lam anh sang
mudn dan, dé m& mat cho ngu’o’l mu,
dwa ké tu ra khoi nguc, giai thoat
nhirng ai ngéi trong téi tam.”

Pap ca: Tv 29 (28)
Dap: Chua sé chuc phuc cho dan
Ngwéi bang binh an.

e HG0i cac con cai Thién Chda, hay
dang Ién Chua vinh quang va quyén
lwc. Hay dang I1én Chua vinh quang
xwng danh Nguoi; hay thd lay Chua
trong vé thanh thién huy hoang. Pap:
Chua sé chuc phuc cho dan Ngwoéi
bang binh an.

. Tleng Chua vang déi trén mat
nwéce, Thién Chua vinh hién lam cho
sédm vang; Chua ngw trén bién ca
ménh méng. Tiéng Chua day uy lwc,
tiéng Chua chan chtra huy hoang.
Dap: Chua sé chuc phuc cho dan
Ngwéi bang binh an.

e Thién Chua vinh hién lam cho sam
vang; trong dén thanh, moi ngu¢i déu
tung hé: “Vinh quang!” Chua ngy trén
con héng thay, Chda ngw 1am vua
muobn d&i. Pap: Chua sé chuc phuc

cho dan Ngwi bang binh an.
Bai doc II: Cv 10:34-38
Trong nhirng ngay &y, Phérd Ién tiéng
ndi: “Qua that, téi nhan thay Thién
Chua khong thién vi ai;
nhwng hé ai kinh s Ngw&i va thue
thi diéu cong chinh,
du thuée bat ctr dan téc nao,
ciing déu dworc Ngu’o’l doén nhan.
Anh em biét: Thién Chuaa da sai 1&i
Nguwe&i dén véi con cai Israel,
loan bao Tin Mirng binh an nh& Dorc
Giésu Kitd —Nguwd&i la Chaa caa moi
ngw®i. Anh em biét diéu da xay ra
trong toan céi Giudéa, bat dau tr Gal-
ilé, sau phép rira ma Gioan da rao
giang: Thién Chua da dung Thanh
Than va quyén nang ma xtrc dau cho
Dwrc Giésu thanh Nadarét. Ngu’o’l di
khap noi thi an va chira lanh moi ké bi
ma quy ap buirc, vi Thién Chua & véi
Ngweoi.”

Alleluia, Alleluia.

Tr&i mo ra, va tleng Chua Cha phan:
“Day la Con yéu dau cua Ta; hay vang
nghe Nguwoi.”

Alleluia.

Tin Mung Mt 3:13-17

Khi 4y, Pirc Giésu tir Galilé dén séng
Giodan, dén v&i Gioan dé xin 6ng lam
phép rtra cho minh. thng Gioan tim
cach ngan Ngwoi ma noi: “Chinh toi
méi can dwoc Ngal lam phép riva, thé
ma Ngai lai dén véi toi sao?” Bic
Giésu dap: “Bay gio cr lam nhw vay;
vi ching ta phai chu toan moi diéu
cong chinh.” Bay gi& Gioan mé&i thuan
theo.

Khi Blrc Giésu chiu phép rira xong,
Nguwoi 1én khéi nwdc; nay tréi mé ra, va
Nguoi thay Than Khi Thién Chda nhw
chim bd cau dap xuong va ngw trén
Nguoi. Va nay co tleng tw troi phan:
“Day la Con yeu dau cia Ta, Ta hai
Iong vé Nguwoi.”



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD: Behold my servant,
whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my
soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the na-
tions. He will not cry aloud or lift up his
voice, or make it heard in the street; a
bruised reed he will not break, and a
faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He
will not grow faint or be discouraged till
he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.

‘I am the LORD; | have called you in right-
eousness; | will take you by the hand
and keep you; | will give you as a cove-
nant for the people, a light for the na-
tions, to open the eyes that are blind, to
bring out the prisoners from the dun-
geon, from the prison those who sit in
darkness.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 29(28)

R: The Lord will bless his people with
peace.

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly pow-
ers,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his
name;

bow down before the LORD, majestic in
holiness. R.

The voice of the LORD upon the waters,
the LORD on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the LORD full of power;

the voice of the LORD full of splendour.
R

The God of glory thunders;

in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!’
The LORD sits enthroned above the
flood;

the LORD sits as king for ever. R.

SECOND READING: AcTs 10:34-38

In those days: Peter opened his mouth
and said: “Truly | understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is

right is acceptable to him. As for the
word that he sent to Israel, preaching
good news of peace through Jesus
Christ — he is Lord of all — you your-
selves know what happened throughout
all Judea, beginning from Galilee after
the baptism that John proclaimed: how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went
about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him.’

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
STAND

Alleluia, alleluia. The heavens were
opened and the voice of the Father thun-
dered: ‘This is my beloved Son; listen to
him’. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:13-17

At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to
the Jordan to John, to be baptised by
him. John would have prevented him,
saying, ‘1 need to be baptised by you,
and do you come to me?’ But Jesus an-
swered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it
is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’
Then he consented. And when Jesus
was baptised, immediately he went up
from the water, and behold, the heavens
were opened to him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; and behold, a
voice from heaven said, ‘This is my be-
loved Son, with whom | am well pleased.’
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