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Duties of a Guardian 
As a Guardian they will become legally responsible for your children’s welfare and upbringing until they obtain the age of 18.
When considering who you would appoint as a Guardian, you will want to take into consideration the following:
1. Location of potential Guardians
2. Age of potential Guardians
3. Willingness to take on the role of Guardian.
4. To consider that person’s own family life and whether they could accommodate for additional children.
5. The relationship your children have with any potential Guardian.
It is also worth mentioning that only someone who has parental responsibility can nominate a legal Guardian.  This is something to consider if you’re a single parent, but the other parent is still on the birth certificate, as they still have parental responsibility, so any dispute between a surviving parent and the Guardians you appoint, will be settled in court.
On the flip side of this, if you’re an unmarried father who have not acquired parental responsibility on the birth of the child, you’re unable to make Guardianship appointments and will not automatically become the Guardians of their children on the mother’s death.
Appointing Guardians will be one of the most important decisions you make in relation to a Will, so you must think about who you appoint logically.
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