
  

 

HOLY REDEEMER AND IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
COLLABORATIVE PARISHES 

SERVING MERRIMAC, NEWBURY, NEWBURYPORT, AND WEST NEWBURY 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 15, 2026 

hriccatholic.org     All Are Welcome 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said,  
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one speaking with you is he.” 

He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.  
Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment,  

so that those who do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind.” 
John 9:35–39 
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Collaborative Staff 

Immaculate Conception School 
1 Washington Street, Newburyport 01950, Pre-K–grade 8,   

Mrs. Joan Sullivan, Principal, Phone: 978-465-7780, 
Fax: 978-234-7331, www.icsnewburyport.com 

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery 
36 Storey Avenue, 
Newburyport 01950 

 

@HRICCatholic 
 

 

hriccatholic 
 

Holy Redeemer - Immaculate  

Conception Collaborative  

Parishes 

St. Ann 
Church: 300 Main St., W. Newbury  01985 

Rectory: 46 Maple St., W. Newbury  01985 

Phone: 978-346-8604 
Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

 

Nativity 
Parish offices and church: 

4 Green St., Merrimac  01860 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 978-346-8604 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish, church, rectory, and offices: 
42 Green St., Newburyport  01950 

Office Hours: M–F 9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 

Phone: 978-462-2724 

Fax: 978-234-7399 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Pastor 

Rev. Timothy Harrison,  

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

info@hriccatholic.org  

Senior Priests in Residence 

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

Rev. George E. Morin 

Rev. Charles Stanley 

Deacons 

Deacon John Moranski 

978-432-1443 

Senior Deacon Paul Dow 

978-887-5350 

St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Holy Redeemer  

978-346-8604 x 4 

hrsvdp300@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Immaculate Conception 

978-518-0728 

svdp.ic42@gmail.com 

St Mary’s Cemetery 

Joseph Viel, 978-208-0266 
 

 

Office Associates 

Christine Breslow, Administrative  

 Assistant/Bookkeeper 

978-462-2724 x 402 

cbreslow@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant  

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

Dennis LaMalfa, Business Manager 

978-462-2724 x 451 

dlamalfa@hriccatholic.org 

Karen Leff, Coordinator of Media Outreach 

hricbulletin@gmail.com 

 

 

Lifelong Faith Formation 

Aaron Giard, Director of Lifelong Faith 
 Formation 
978-462-2724 x 405 or 978-346-8604 
agiard@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant,  

 Lifelong Faith Formation 

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

 

Website: www.hriccatholic.org 

 

Immaculate Conception School 

Joan Sullivan, Principal, 978-465-7780 

jsullivan@icsnewburyport.com 

Maintenance 

Bud Kent, IC Building Maintenance 

978-462-2724 

bkent@hriccatholic.org 

Eddie Martinez, IC Facilities Manager 

978-462-2724 

emartinez@hriccatholic.org 

James O’Leary, HR Maintenance 

Music Ministry 

Jennifer Acorn, HR Organist 

978-697-1082 

Kathy Peavey, HR Cantor 

978-360-8756 
 

Donna Postle, IC Music Ministry Director 
978-317-8903  
Tim Richard, IC Organist 
Steve Swochak, IC Music Coordinator 
978-270-4924 
Paula Quann, IC Youth Choir 
609-519-3236 

Confessions 
Saturdays 3:00–3:30 p.m., IC Church 
Or by appointment. (Call Collaborative 
offices to schedule.) 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday (3/14) 
 4:00pm IC Bernadette Fiores, Joe Quintana, Jack 

Boothroyd (Fr. Harrison) 
 4:00pm Nativity (Fr. Stanley & Deacon Dow) 
Sunday (3/15)  
 8:30am Nativity Hank Cross (Fr. Morin) 
 9:00am IC For a Private Intention (Fr. Stanley & 

Deacon Moranski) 
 10:00am St. Ann (Fr. Morin) 
 11:30am IC Judith A. Pelosi, Faris Abu-Jawdeh 

(Fr. Harrison)  
Monday (3/16)  
 9:00am IC Rosalie Pulverenti (Fr. Harrison) 
Tuesday (3/17) 
 9:00am IC Erin Mahon Crowther (Fr. Stanley) 
Wednesday (3/18)  
 9:00am IC Jeff Berger (Fr. Harrison) 
Thursday (3/19)  
 9:00am IC Tricia Kelly (Fr. Morin) 
Friday (3/20)  
 9:00am IC Joseph & Joel Pappalardo (Fr. Morin) 
Saturday (3/21)  
 4:00pm Nativity (Fr. Harrison) 
 4:00pm IC Ester Ramirez, Frank Pierro (Fr.Stanley) 
Sunday (3/22)  
 8:30am Nativity Maria & Jozef Kardas 

(Fr. Harrison & Deacon Dow) 
 9:00am IC For a Private Intention (Fr. Morin) 
 10:00am St. Ann Maureen Heaton (Fr. Harrison & 

Deacon Moranski) 
 11:30am IC John Bourque, For the Intentions of 

Olivia D’Ambrosio (Fr. Stanley)  

 
 

In your prayers please remember all of the faithful 
departed.  

 
 

The priests’ schedule is subject to change without notice.  

 
 
 

IC—Immaculate Conception, Newburyport 
Nativity—Merrimac 
St. Ann—West Newbury  

 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass is live-streamed online through our 
website: hriccatholic.org as well as our Facebook page. 

Follow Us on Instagram 
HRICCatholic 

Thursday Morning Fellowship & Video 
Series: Divine Mercy in the Second Greatest 

Story Ever Told 

Thursdays, February 26–April 9; 9:45–11:15 a.m. (except 
April 2, Holy Thursday, which will be at 9:00 a.m.) in IC St. 
Louis Hall. Join us for a deep-dive into the story of how this 
devotion came about and how it is connected to the most 
fundamental teachings of the Catholic faith. This high 
quality documentary tells the fascinating history of how God 
has used people and whole nations to lead the world back 
to his merciful Heart. Join for the food, spiritually rich 
content, and conversation. 
Let us begin this journey together with the central prayer of 
this devotion: “Jesus, I trust in You!” 

Divine Mercy Devotion 
Throughout Lent, we have been 
going through the acronym 
“F.I.N.C.H.” to explain the key 
components of the Divine Mercy 
devotion. This week, we get to 
“N”: Novena. The Divine Mercy 
novena, like all novenas, is a 
nine-day period of prayer, taking 
to heart Jesus’ admonition to 
persist in our petitions before 
God (cf. Luke 11:5–13 and  
18:1–8). While the Divine Mercy 
Novena can be prayed any time 
of the year, it is most fitting and 
encouraged from Good Friday 

through the day before Divine Mercy Sunday (novenas are 
typically prayed on the nine days leading up to a feast). 
This novena has us each day bringing people to the Font of 
Mercy, Jesus’ Sacred Heart: all sinners, priests and 
religious, devout souls, unbelievers, those separated from 
the Church, children, souls in purgatory, those devoted to 
mercy, the lukewarm, etc. so that Jesus might pour out His 
mercy upon them. This is a great prayer for those who are 
sick, dying, or have recently died, but it is truly good for any 
manner of petition as we mercifully consider and pray  
for all of God’s people, especially those most in need of  
His Mercy! 

We encourage you to pray this Novena together starting 
April 3: www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena. 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

This Week in Our Collaborative 

IC Church 

 

Youth Ministry 
If your child is interested in any of these ministries, 
please call the parish offices at 978-462-2724 or 978-346-
8604 and leave your name, email, phone number, and 
which ministry interests your child. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We invite any high school teen to join us in the new year for 
fun, fellowship, and a little prayer on Sunday evenings at 
6:00 p.m.: March 22, April 12 and 26. Bring a friend! 

Youth Liturgical Ministries 
Altar Servers 

Requirements: must have completed the 2nd grade and 
received his/her First Communion. Training: 3 one-hour 
sessions in the church. 

Lectors 
Requirement: Anyone who has been Confirmed. Training: 
approximately 1 one-hour session, on an early evening 
during the week. 
 

Youth Choir 
Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord (Psalm 100) 

The Youth Choir rehearses at IC Church on Wednesdays 
from 3:30–4:45 (3:45–5:00 if you need to come later). 

New members, grades 3–8, are 
welcome! Come use your gifts to 
glorify the Lord! 

The Youth Choir will sing at the 
following 9:00 Masses: March 22, 
March 29, and May 10. 

The Youth Choir will perform at 
the IC Spring Concert: Sunday, 
April 26 at 2:00 p.m. 

For more information please contact 
Paula Quann: 
youthchoir@hriccatholic.org. 

The Youth Choir performing 
with the Newburyport Choral 
Society. 

Bulletin Information 
Email all bulletin submissions by Monday at noon to 
hricbulletin@gmail.com. 

Easter Flower Donations 
Please consider making a donation “in memory” of a 
deceased loved one or “in honor” of someone special in your 
life. Flower envelopes have been included in the envelope 
packets mailed to your home or you can pick up one in the 
back of any of our churches. Drop them in the collection any 
Sunday or mail them to the HR or IC offices (see addresses 
page 2). Deadline to see your gift listed in the April 12 
(Divine Mercy Sunday) bulletin is Sunday, March 22. 

Save the Date: 20 Things Tour 
Sunday, March 15, IC Church, after the 11:30 Mass 

Seekers and Cradle Catholics: Could you name 20 basic 
features that identify any church as Catholic (think ambry, 
tabernacle, sanctuary lamp, stoup, Stations, etc.) plus the 
Jewish roots of each that reverberate in our 21st century 
Masses worldwide? Learn this trivia-that-matters in a lively 
laser-point intro. into Catholicism’s treasury of God-defined 
worship! No reservations needed: just stop by. 

Date: Sunday March 15 

Place: IC Church 

Time: following the 11:30 a.m. Mass (12:40– 2:00 p.m.) 

Questions of the Week 
Adult: What do you see with “eyes of faith” that 
keeps you from being blind? 

Child: What good things does Jesus help you to 
see in yourself and others? 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

We were pleased to 
welcome Fr. Bob Connors 
to Immaculate Conception 
Church on Saturday, 
March 7 to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
with us. The Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit were conferred 
upon 35 young men and 
women and 5 adults. May 
these newly confirmed be 
assured of our continued 
prayers as they take the 
next step in their journey  
of faith. 

Prayers for the Sick  
May the comfort and healing of Christ embrace all in our 
Collaborative who are suffering from illness, especially: 

Lucas Aucamp 
Patricia Baikewicz 
Pattie Bombard  
Kathy P. Brodeur 
Michael Brenner 
Autumn Rose 

Coulombe 
Kristen D’Entremont 
Cheryl DiCicco 
Ward Dilmore 
Deb Downie 
Dotty Duval 
Ann-Margaret 

Ferrante 
John Flynn 
Jeanine Ebacher 

Fowler 
Renee Fowler 
Paul Gerroir 
John Gutshaw 
Ed Hardy 
Jane Harney 

Chloe Hequet 
Loriann Herrick 
Matt Hershey 
Angela Holloran 
Tula Hunt  
Emma Hurley  
Young Jameson 
Carol Johnson 
Derek Johnson 
Steve Johnson 
Michael Juralewicz 
Denise Kenneson  
Arthur LaPointe 
Ed Laverty 
Michael Lichtenstein 
Donna Limone  
Johannah Lord 
Monica Maguire 
Sia Mahalati 
Michael Marchese 
Robert (Bob) Marks 
Michael Martens 

Ovidio Martinez 
Carol O’Neal 
Eleanora Paciulan 
Joseph Palumbo 
Carol Parks 
Joanne Pesa 
Elizabeth Pettingell 
Rob Schweizer 
Regina Seely 
Yvonne Sloban 
Gary Smith 
Arlene Stoddard 
Susan Sweeney 
Taylor 
Captain Bill Taplin 
Heather Thompson 
Michael Tucker 
Maddie Villers 
Laurent Vincent 
Joseph Vonhandorf 
Sandra Welch 

Greek to go “Pastry Sale” 
 

 

 
 

Pre-orders online only. Pre-order between February 17 and 
March 20. Ordering closes at 5:00 p.m. March 20. 

Pre-order menu: 

Small pastry tray 
12 pieces, 4 baklava, 4 finikia, 4 kourambiedes, $40 

Large pastry tray 
18 pieces, 6 baklava, 6 finikia, 6 kourambiedes, $60 

Dozen Koulourakia (Greek butter cookie), $12 

Sweet Easter bread (Tsoureki w/red egg), $13 

Online pre-order link: secure.myvanco.com/L-ZXVW/home 

Or scan the QR code to pre-order 

Pick up: 11:00–2:00, Saturday, April 4 at Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church, 7 Harris St., Nbpt. 

All proceeds benefits Saint Basil’s ministry. 

Who was St. Francis? 
Giovanni de Bernadone, later known as St. Francis of Assisi, 
lived a life of continual conversion. During this year’s 
Franciscan Jubilee, Pope Leo has called the faithful to 
imitate St. Francis’ example through our daily living of the 
Gospel and its teachings. 

The son of a wealthy merchant family, his youth was focused 
on living extravagantly as he aspired to knighthood. He was 

injured in battle and endured 
imprisonment and serious illness. 
Once returned to his family, he 
began to hear the call of God. 
Renouncing his family and his 
inheritance, he detached himself 
from earthly things to follow Jesus. 
He lived humbly, serving the poor 
and the infirmed. He committed 
himself to the care of God’s creation 
and its creatures expressed in his 

first writing, Canticle of the Creatures. 

While at prayer in St. Damiano Church, the 
crucified Christ charged him to “repair my 
church which is falling into ruin”. St. Francis 
repaired the physical structure as he 
spiritually renewed countless souls through 
his itinerant ministry. He founded a papal 
approved community of friars, and, with his 
good friend and spiritual companion, Clare 
founded the Poor Clares, a contemplative 
order of Franciscan nuns dedicated to 
prayer, penance, and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Francis bore the stigmata in his hands and side and spent his 
life in constant prayer and reconciliation, ministering to the 
marginalized and inhabiting life as an instrument of 
brotherhood and peace. 

Throughout the Jubilee year several activities in the 
Collaborative will focus on St. Francis’ life and teachings as 
we become better acquainted with the man and his impact. 
Many opportunities exist within HRIC parishes to imitate 
Francis’ good works: supporting the Soup and Sandwich 
program, donating care packs for our unhoused brothers and 
sisters, reconciliation, supporting St. Vincent de Paul, 
volunteering with our many ministries, and enhancing prayer 
life with daily Mass and Stations of the Cross. “All the 
darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a singular 
candle.” 



Holy Redeemer and Immaculate Conception Collaborative Parishes  

6 

 

LENT 

Guidelines for Lent 
Fasting, almsgiving, and prayer are the three traditional 
disciplines of Lent.  

Fasting during Lent 
Good Friday is a day of fasting. Catholics age 18–59 are 
bound to the obligation of fasting. When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
that together are not equal to a full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids, including water, milk, and 
fruit juices are allowed. 

Abstinence during Lent 
Abstinence is observed on all Fridays of Lent. Abstinence is 
the absence of meat all day. Fish is allowed during Lent, 
though. All Catholics over 14 years of age are bound to the 
obligation of abstinence. 

IC Haiti 
IC Haiti will take up its first Quarterly 
collection for 2026 the weekend  
of March 21–22. There has been 
constant turmoil in Haiti since the 
assassination of its president back in 
2021. Still the Father Mark Piché 
Elementary School in Puit Chacha, 

Haiti, the secondary schools in nearby Fond des Blancs 
attended by our elementary school’s graduates, and the St. 
Boniface Hospital in Fond des Blancs have all been fully 
functional throughout this crippling social, political, and 
economic crisis. These institutions have continued to 
operate because of the heroic service of the native Haitians 
who staff the schools and hospitals and because of the 
faithful support of parishioners like you. We at HRIC are the 
sole financial supporters of the Fr. Mark Piché Elementary 
School and the sole providers of tuition fees for graduates 
who continue their education in the secondary schools in 
Fond des Blanc. We also make contributions to Health 
Equity International to support the health services provided 
by St. Boniface Hospital. 

The call to serve our brothers and sisters in Haiti is a 
blessing for our Collaborative parishes. Since IC Haiti’s 
inception in 2009, we have offered alms to meet the 
educational, nutritional, and health needs of the poor in one 
small area of Haiti. In addition, we have offered relief and 
recovery support when natural disasters, such as 
earthquakes, hurricanes, and pandemics have taken place. 
All this was made possible through your steadfast 
generosity at the times of the quarterly collections and when 
an emergency response was called for. 

Again, IC Haiti will take up its first Quarterly collection 
for 2026 the weekend of March 21–22. Donations can be 
made through the second collections at all HRIC Masses 
that weekend. Please use either your preprinted envelops or 
the yellow envelops found in the pews. If your contribution 
is by check, be sure to make out your check to “IC 
Haiti.” 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the Lord answered 
them, “Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:37–40 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Shawls and Lapghans 
Shawls and lapghans are given freely 
as a gift, to offer comfort and joy! We 
would be happy to deliver to anyone. Or 
if you personally would like to give one 
to a friend, relative, or neighbor, please 
contact Helen at 978-771-4673. 

We will be taking a “winter break” from our meetings until 
May 7, but will continue to deliver shawls and lapghans to 
those who need them during our break. When we start again, 
we meet on the first Thursday of every month at Nativity Hall 
in Merrimac at 2:00 p.m.  

Mini-Pilgrimage: Chrism Mass 
Join us on a Pilgrimage to The Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 

Boston, for the annual Chrism Mass 

Every year, priests and parishioners from across the 
Archdiocese gather with our Archbishop to bless and 
consecrate the Holy Oils that are used in our sacramental 
celebrations. It is a joyful Mass that also features a renewal 
of priestly commitment along with the blessing of the Holy 
Oils. Come see the recently renovated mother Church of 
our Archdiocese! 

This year, we are hiring a bus to 
take us from IC Church to the 
Cathedral and back again following 
the Chrism Mass on Tuesday, 
March 31, leaving at 9:15 a.m. 
Parishioners are asked to 
contribute $20 to offset the cost of 

the bus. All those who are interested are asked to contact 
Christine Breslow (978-462-2724) in our office to sign up. 
Seats are being reserved on a first-come, first- 
served basis.  

We are also inviting our brothers and sisters from St. André 
Bessette Parish to join us.  

Please contact our office with any questions. 



4th Sunday of Lent              March 15, 2026 

7 

 

A Lenten Directed Retreat 
As his death on the cross approached, Jesus prayed “Father, 
forgive them, they know not what they do.” (Lk.23:34) In his 
final moments, experiencing profound physical, mental, and 
spiritual suffering Jesus prayed not for himself, but for others. 
His total self-emptying and perfect love moved him to forgive 
those who crucified him. Throughout his life Jesus’ words and 
works affirmed a forgiving spirit was essential to follow him.  

This retreat will explore the process, power, and fruits of 
forgiveness through sacramental confession, scripture, 
spiritual writers, prayer, reflection, and spiritual direction. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation through which we receive 
forgiveness for our own sins and the grace to become more 
like Christ is central to our Lenten practice and important to 
this retreat. 

Four one-hour spiritual direction sessions scheduled at your 
convenience. This offering is designed to provide an 
affordable, convenient retreat that creates an intimate space 
for you to share yourself deeply with the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance. 

Retreat Opens Feb. 15.      Retreat Closes April 1.  

Begin retreat any time you choose. 

Spiritual Director: Elizabeth McCarthy, Certified Spiritual 
Director, MA Pastoral Counseling Call 978-462-7483 to register 
or for additional information. Suggested donation: $95.00. 

Centering Prayer/Lectio 
Divina for Lent 

Please join us and let God move you closer to Him. All are 
welcome as we gather Wednesdays from 6–7 p.m. via 
Zoom. Following 30 minutes of Centering Prayer we 
practice Lectio Divina. We listen to God’s words in 
scripture, ponder, and share what we hear the Lord saying 
to us here and now and let it guide our choices and actions. 
Both practices strengthen our faith and reliance on God 
and deepen and our personal relationship with God. 

If you are interested in joining us or learning more about 
these practices, contact Elizabeth McCarthy 978-462-7483. 

LENT 

Stations of the Cross 
St. Ann: Friday mornings during Lent: 9:00 a.m. 

March 20, 27, and April 3 (Good Friday) 

Nativity: Friday evenings during Lent: 
5:00 supper, 6:00 Stations 

March 20, 27 

Immaculate Conception: Friday evenings during Lent: 
5:15 Stations, 6:00 supper 

March 20, 27 

Adoration 
Wednesdays 3:00–4:00 p.m. Nativity Church  

Thursdays 7:00–8:00 p.m., IC Church (enter at 
Green Street door only)  

Fridays 9:30 a.m., IC Church (unless a funeral is 
scheduled) 

Lenten Care Packs 
In order to ease the suffering of the unhoused and as a 
collaborative-wide Lenten observance we are collecting 
“Care Packs” that will be distributed by service agencies at 
no charge. A Care Pack is a one-gallon Ziploc bag  
filled with personal care items. We are asked to provide  
“Five Essentials” in each bag: 

Then you can add any of the following: 

Shampoo Deodorant Toothbrush Toothpaste Liquid body 
wash 

All Care Packs should contain these 5 items: 

Chapstick* 
Shave cream 
Kleenex packs 
Feminine hygiene 

products 
Protein bars 
Socks 
Cough drops 
Hand sanitizer 

Antiseptic wipes 
Disposable face 

cloths 
Gloves 
Disposable wipes 
Moisturizer* 
Rain ponchos* 
Small umbrellas 
 

 
 
*Especially 

important items 
 
No mouthwash, 

cash, or used 
items 

Travel-sized or slightly larger items work best as they are 
easily carried in a backpack. There are marked collection 
bins in each church and the IC Parish Center lobby. We will 
collect care packs throughout Lent. God bless you for your 
generosity. 

Lenten Confessions 2026 
We have scheduled some additional times for 

Reconciliation during Lent. 

St. Ann: Tuesday, March 24, 6:00—7:00 p.m. 

Nativity: Wednesday, March 25, 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

IC: Thursdays, March 19, 26, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

We also offer weekly Confessions on Saturdays 3:00-3:30 p.m. at IC 

This Week’s Lenten Activities 

IC Church 
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Immaculate Conception School 
At Immaculate Conception School, the sense of community 
doesn’t end at graduation—it only grows stronger. Last week, 
several recent graduates returned to the IC to volunteer as 
recess moderators during their days off from high school. 
Pictured below. Their dedication, even after moving on,  
is a powerful testament to the relationships and values 
fostered here. 

These alumni could spend their free days anywhere, but 
instead, they choose to come back, to help supervise recess 
with care and enthusiasm. For our current students, seeing 
familiar faces from years past—now role models in their own 
right—brings joy and inspiration. The graduates jumped right 
in to offer a helping hand to little ones, modeling the kindness 
our school cherishes. 

What inspires such loyalty? The answer lies in the 
connections nurtured within our walls. Our daily routines and 
faith practices cultivate an environment where every child 
feels valued, respected, and part of something bigger than 
themselves. This spirit of belonging doesn’t fade after 
graduation; it stays with our students as they move on to  
new challenges. 

The return of our graduates as volunteers is a living example 
of the lasting bonds formed at the IC. It shows that our school 
is more than a place to learn—it’s a community for life. Their 
willingness to give back speaks volumes about the positive 
experiences and relationships they built, and about the pride 
and gratitude they feel for their alma mater. 

Remarkably, these feelings aren’t unique to our most recent 
alumni. Graduates from decades ago often share the same 
sentimental affection for our school, recalling friendships and 
relationships that were established in grammar school that 
have endured the test of time. Many of these lifelong 
connections began right here on our playground, in our 
classrooms, and at church, further proving that the sense of 
belonging and community we foster leaves a lasting 
impression on all who pass through our doors. 

As we watch these young leaders guide and encourage the 
next generation, we are reminded: the heart of our school is 
its people, connected through faith, care, tradition, and a 
shared commitment to one another. Once a Pelican, always a 
Pelican. 

To learn more about Immaculate Conception School and how 
to become part of our vibrant community, we invite you to 
explore our admissions process or reach out for more 
information. admissions@icsnewburyport.com 978-465-7780 
Mrs. Laura Thornton, Admissions Director 

Class of 2025 Jenna, Elise, and Addie had the day off from Central 
Catholic High School, and spent time at our 1st and 2nd grade recess. 

IC Offertory Collection 
IC Offertory, Mar. 7–8    $5,623.00 
IC Mailed-in Offertory, Week Ending Mar. 6 $1,951.00 
IC Weekly Online Offertory Giving  $3,275.00 
Total Weekly Offertory, Mar. 7-8             $10,849.00  

Monthly, Mar. 7–8    $1,477.00 

Grand Annual, Goal: $100,000             $99,225.00 

The second collection this weekend (Mar. 15) is Ongoing 
Church Maintenance. The second collection next weekend 
(March 22) is IC Haiti. Please make checks payable to IC 
Haiti. Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to 
Immaculate Conception Parish with the second collection 
noted in the memo. 

If you would like to mail in your envelopes, send them to 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 42 Green Street, 
Newburyport, MA  01950. 

You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our website to 
learn more: hriccatholic.org/ic-online-giving. 

Lenten Almsgiving: 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

As we journey through Lent, we are invited to deepen our 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. A gift to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul directly supports individuals and families in 
our own communities who are struggling with basic needs 
such as rent, utilities, food, and transportation. 

Your generosity brings hope to our neighbors. 

How to Donate: 

• Online: svdpnewburyport.org and click on “Donate” 

• By mail: St. Vincent de Paul, IC Conference, 42 Green St., 
Newburyport, MA 01950 

• In Church: use the “Poor Box” at the Green St. entrance 

SVdP is currently averaging 4 calls for assistance each week. 
We hope you can “Help us help our neighbors.” Thank you for 
sharing Christ’s love in such a tangible way. 

Do you or someone you know need assistance? Call our 
confidential help line: 978-518-0728. Members respond to all 
messages as quickly as possible. 

 

IC Catholic Appeal 
Goal: $57,000.00 
To Date: $12,635.00 

Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org 
to learn more or to donate. 

$57,000.00 
$50,000.00 
$40,000.00 
$25,000.00 
$10,000.00  

Mary A. Kelly Scholarship 
Scientific Education for IC Parish Students 

Applications are now being accepted for the Mary A. Kelly  
Scholarship Fund. Email your request for an application to  
maryakscholarship@gmail.com. 

Scholarship eligibility: 

●  Young man or woman parishioner of IC Parish 

●  High school graduate in pursuit of a scientific education 

Completed applications must be postmarked or emailed to the 
Trustees no later than Friday, April 17, 2026.  

mailto:admissions@icsnewburyport.com
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HR Online Giving 
It’s convenient and safe. To learn more about online giving 
(one-time or recurring donation options available), visit our 
website, hriccatholic.org and click the “Links” tab, then click 
on “HR Parish Online Giving” to get to the site or contact 
Christine Breslow at 978-462-2724. 

HR St. Vincent de Paul 
Lenten Journey 

We have passed the half-way mark on our Lenten journey. 
The path is difficult but the reward is great: The resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
bring a great reward at Easter. 

Your donations will always go directly to 
those in need. 

Your kind donations in any form are 
always greatly appreciated. Please use 
the envelopes that can be found on tables 
at the main entrances of St. Ann and Nativity churches for 
your donations. These can be mailed or placed in the 
poor boxes. Reminder: Make sure to make checks 
payable to HR St. Vincent de Paul. 

HR Offertory Collection 
HR Offertory, Mar. 7–8    $1,970.00 
HR Mailed-in Offertory, Week Ending Mar. 6 $   315.00 
HR Weekly Online Offertory Giving  $   573.00 
Total Weekly Offertory, Mar. 7–8  $2,858.00 

Monthly, Mar. 7–8    $1,889.00 

Grand Annual, Goal: $25,000             $22,171.00 

The second collection this weekend (Mar. 15) is Ongoing 
Church Maintenance. The second collection next weekend 
(March 22) is IC Haiti. Please make checks payable to IC 
Haiti. Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to Holy 
Redeemer Parish with the second collection noted in the 
memo. 

If you would like to mail in your collections, send them to  
Holy Redeemer Parish, 4 Green Street, Merrimac,  
MA  01860. 

You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our  
website to learn more: hriccatholic.org/hr-online-giving. 

HR Coffee Socials 
Nativity’s next coffee hour is March 15. after the 
8:30 Mass. All are invited and encouraged to 
attend. If you would like to bring a breakfast item 
to share, that would be lovely! 

St. Ann will be holding their next coffee social in the church 
hall on April 12 following the 10:00 Mass. They are a lot of 
fun! For your convenience, the side door on the parking lot 
side will be open with easier access to the hall. 

If you are interested in hosting a coffee, or baking your 
favorite treat, please call or text Donna, 978-904-5682. 

Bible Study Group 
We are starting a small Bible study group that 
will meet one morning a week at Nativity. For 
anyone who may be interested please look for 
a sign-up sheet located at the back door of 
Nativity. Watch the bulletin for more 
information to come.  

Merrimac’s Senior Center is in need of volunteers to deliver 
meals to local Merrimac residents Monday and/or Friday 
from approximately 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Anyone 
interested in volunteering should contact Brienne Walsh, 
Executive Director, at 978-346-9549. 

HR Stations of the Cross  
St. Ann: Friday Mornings during Lent: 9:00  

Please join us as we retrace the footsteps of Jesus 
from the Garden of Gethsemane to the Garden 
Tomb. Please note that Stations will be cancelled if 
there is a funeral at St. Ann on any of these Friday 
mornings or if school is cancelled due to inclement 
weather. 

Nativity: Friday evenings during Lent:  
5:00 supper, 6:00 Stations  

Nativity will be praying the Stations of the Cross Friday 
evenings starting at 6:00 p.m. We will serve a community 
supper starting at 5:00 p.m. and serve supper until 5:55 p.m. 
(Stations will be at 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday, no supper.)  

We have extended an invitation to Pilgrim Congregational 
Church and Merrimac Senior Center to anyone who would 
like to have company while eating supper and/or learn of our 
tradition of prayer during the season of Lent. 

True North  
Vacation Bible School 

Trek into an unforgettable 4–day Alaskan adventure this 
summer at VBS! 

When:  Mon. June 29–Thurs. July 2         Time: 9:00-12:00 
Where: Nativity Church Hall 
Who: students ages 5–12 

Registration information will be coming soon. 

Volunteers needed: Adults and teens 

Contact: Jen: 978-697-1082   Donielle: 413-668-6181 

 

HR Catholic Appeal 
Goal $27,000.00 
To Date $7,360.00 

Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org  
to learn more or to donate. 

$27,000.00 
$20,000.00 
$15,000.00 
$10,000.00 
$  5,000.00  
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