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All Are Welcome 

“Immense is the wisdom of the Lord; he is mighty in power,  
and all-seeing. The eyes of God are on those who fear him;  

he understands man’s every deed.”  
(Sir 15:18–19) 
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Collaborative Staff 

Immaculate Conception School 
1 Washington Street, Newburyport 01950, K–grade 8,   

Mrs. Joan Sullivan, Principal, Phone: 978-465-7780, 
Fax: 978-234-7331, www.icsnewburyport.com 

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery 
36 Storey Avenue, 
Newburyport 01950 

 

@HRICCatholic 
 

 

hriccatholic 
 

Holy Redeemer - Immaculate  

Conception Collaborative  

Parishes 

St. Ann 
Church: 300 Main St., W. Newbury  01985 

Rectory: 46 Maple St., W. Newbury  01985 

Phone: 978-346-8604 
Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

 

Nativity 
Parish offices and church: 

4 Green St., Merrimac  01860 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 978-346-8604 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish, church, rectory, and offices: 
42 Green St., Newburyport  01950 

Office Hours: M–F 9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 

Phone: 978-462-2724 

Fax: 978-234-7399 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Pastor 

Rev. Timothy Harrison,  

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

info@hriccatholic.org  

Senior Priests in Residence 

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

Rev. William H. McLaughlin 

Rev. George E. Morin 

Rev. Charles Stanley 

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Paul Dow 

978-887-5350, pauldow49@gmail.com 

Deacon John Moranski 

978-432-1443, jmoranski51@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Holy Redeemer  

978-346-8604 x 4 

hrsvdp300@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Immaculate Conception 

978-518-0728 

St Mary’s Cemetery 

Joseph Viel, 978-208-0266 

joeviel@comcast.net 

 

Office Associates 

Christine Breslow, Administrative  

 Assistant/Bookkeeper 

978-462-2724 x 402 

cbreslow@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant  

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

Dennis LaMalfa, Business Manager 

978-462-2724 x 451 

dlamalfa@hriccatholic.org 

Karen Leff, Coordinator of Media Outreach 

hricbulletin@gmail.com 

 

 

Lifelong Faith Formation 

Aaron Giard, Director of Lifelong Faith 
 Formation 
978-462-2724 x 405 or 978-346-8604 
agiard@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant,  

 Lifelong Faith Formation 

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

 

Website: www.hriccatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception School 

Joan Sullivan, Principal, 978-465-7780 

jsullivan@icsnewburyport.com 

Maintenance 

Bud Kent, IC Building Maintenance 

978-462-2724 

bkent@hriccatholic.org 

Eddie Martinez, IC Facilities Manager 

978-462-2724 

emartinez@hriccatholic.org 

Music Ministry 

Jennifer Acorn, HR Organist 

978-697-1082 

jen.acorn@comcast.net 

Kathy Peavey, HR Vocalist 
978-360-8756 
kathypv@comcast.net 
 

Donna Postle, IC Music Ministry Director 
978-317-8903 
donnapostle233@gmail.com 

Tim Richard, IC organist 
trichard23@gmail.com 

Steve Swochak, IC Music Coordinator 
978-462-2855 
swochak@netzero.com 

http://www.icsnewburyport.com
https://twitter.com/HRICCatholic
https://www.instagram.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
mailto:info@hriccatholic.org
mailto:info@hriccatholic.org
mailto:info@hriccatholic.org
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday (2/11) 
 4:00pm IC Michael & Lucia Lombardo, Elizabeth & 

Sylvester Healey (Fr. McLaughlin) 
 4:00pm St. Ann (Fr. Morin) 
Sunday (2/12) 
 8:30am Nativity (Fr. Morin) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. O’Brien & Deacon Dow) 
 10:00am St. Ann (Fr. McLaughlin) 
 11:30am IC (Fr. O’Brien & Deacon Moranski) 
Monday (2/13) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. McLaughlin) 
Tuesday (2/14) 
 9:00am IC Richard Hancock (Fr. McLaughlin) 
Wednesday (2/15) 
 9:00am IC Michael Stone (Fr. McLaughlin) 
Thursday (2/16) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. Morin) 
Friday (2/17) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. Morin) 
Saturday (2/18) 
 4:00pm IC Margaret Jean (Fr. Harrison & Deacon 

Moranski) 
 4:00pm St. Ann (Fr. Morin & Deacon Dow) 
Sunday (2/19) 
 8:30am Nativity (Fr. Harrison & Deacon Moranski) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. Morin & Deacon Dow) 
 10:00am St. Ann (Fr. Harrison & Deacon 

Moranski) 
 11:30am IC Vincent Giacchetti, Ralph Filomia  

(Fr. Morin & Deacon Dow) 
 

In your prayers please remember all of the faithful departed. 

The priests’ schedule is subject to change without notice. 

IC—Immaculate Conception, Newburyport 
Nativity—Merrimac 
St. Ann—West Newbury 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass is broadcast online through our website: 
hriccathlic.org and on Facebook: (Holy Redeemer - Immaculate 
Conception Collaborative Parishes). 

Dear Parishioners, 

Have you ever met someone with a 
“short fuse,” you know, someone who 
doesn’t need much of an excuse to 
launch a full-scale verbal offensive or 
more at you or the nearest human 
target without reason? Sometimes we 
refer to such an individual as having a 
“chip on their shoulder” or maybe “carries a grudge” against 
someone or something. Admittedly, they can be hard to be 
around for any length of time. From painful past 
experience, many of us when faced with this scenario often 
find ourselves tiptoeing around in a conversation, trying to 
steer clear of any hot-button issues or known triggers, lest 
we find ourselves deluged into an unwelcome 45-minute 
tirade. There are some angry, hot-headed individuals out 
there who are ready to rumble at a moment’s notice. 
Encountering them on occasion can be uncomfortable and 
awkward. 

Now, imagine an entire society filled with such 
personalities! It is said that Jesus lived in what is called an 
“agonistic” culture, where conflict and riposte were just 
under the skin and even the most benign of conversations 
could erupt into full-scale violence if the wrong words  
were spoken. Hot-blooded and passionate might be 
understatements as words to describe His countrymen. 
This was well known by Jesus, of course. And it is no 
wonder that in this weekend’s Gospel that He sought to 
dispel the possibility of violence and de-escalate the most 
serious of conflict by steering people away from 
questionable behaviors that could and would lead to even 
more serious offenses. 

For example, though killing is bad and always to be 
avoided lest violence beget violence in reprisal, name-
calling and belittling of others can be just the spark that 
leads to something worse. While divorce was technically 
allowed in His time and place, Jesus cautions against such 
behavior for frivolous reasons because He knew it would rip 
families apart, spur violence within what were very tight-knit 
villages, and oppress women who would often bear the 
brunt of the consequences. Adultery and unfaithfulness 
were egregious actions that often caused violent retribution 
from perceived dishonor among aggrieved family members. 
Jesus here warns us to avoid even lustful thoughts, which 
are always the precursor to future illicit actions. He even 
challenges people to stay away from making false or 
grandiose oaths and proclamations, which could easily be 
misunderstood. Just say “yes, when you mean yes,” and 
“no, when you mean no,” He counsels. He might say, “For 
Heaven’s sake, watch your mouth!”  

In all this, Jesus is attempting to move people away from 
behaviors, actions, and vices that not only are bad in and of 
themselves, but also have the strong tendency to lead to 
something worse. Given the very high likelihood of these 
various sins leading to violence, it is best to just avoid all of 
it altogether. In other words, put a fence around that which 
must never be violated, so that the worst may not occur. 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Pastor 

Questions of the Week 
Adult: In what situations do you find yourself most 
challenged to fulfill God’s Law? 

Child: How do you live like Jesus? 

Bulletin Information 
Email all bulletin submissions by Monday at noon to 
hricbulletin@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
All men of the Collaborative, 18 years or older, 
are welcome to join the Knights. 

We meet the second Tuesday of each month in 
the IC Nazareth Library. 

For more information about our meetings or to join the 
Knights, call 978-225-0804 or email kofc231@outlook.com. 

https://www.hriccatholic.org/live-stream-mass
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
mailto:hricbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:kofc231@outlook.com
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Today, we might call some of these “near occasions of sin.” 
If the sin is violent head-bashing, then avoiding harsh 
words and violence-inducing speech is the fence 
surrounding it we must respect, lest all hell break loose… 
and so on and so forth. 

It gives us today reason to pause and consider our own 
actions. Although we live in a much calmer society than the 
Lord did (unless one brings up religion or politics), our own 
use of freedoms and rights can be careless and reckless if 
it incites hatred, prejudice, and violence. As the author  
to the Letter to the Ephesians once wrote, “Let no 
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only 
such a word as is good for edification according to the 
need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who 
hear.” (Eph 4:29) And, in our inner motives, we must be 
careful not to venture down what can quickly become a 
slippery slope, far from God’s Grace. 

Next week, we begin our annual journey through the 
Season of Lent with the celebration of Ash Wednesday. It is 
a sobering moment when we recall our own mortality and 
the ultimate consequences of sin which leads to death. Yet 
it is also not without the hope that Christ came to give and 
the ever-present call to repentance and reform. This begins 
with an honest assessment before God of our failures, all 
the while clinging to God’s gracious offer of mercy through 
Christ. Short fuse or not, it is good to take note not only of 
our sins, but that which may lead us into sin. 

And with God’s help, avoid it all. 

Fr. Timothy Harrison, Pastor 

(Continued from page 3) This Week in Our Collaborative 

 

AED and First Aid Kits 
You may have noticed that the AEDs or Automated 
External Defibrillators kits, “stop-bleed” kits, and updated 
first-aid kits have been installed in all of our worship spaces 
and parish halls. 

The cost for these complete kits (AED, stop-bleed, and first 
aid) with their respective cabinets and required supplies is 
$1,768.00 each. To date we have received $5,900 in 
donations to help pay for the purchase of these life-saving 
kits and we have received a commitment for an additional 
$1,800.00.  

We will still need $6,500.00. We invite parishioners who are 
able to consider making a donation to help pay for these 
potentially life-saving kits. Full or partial donations for these 
sets are welcome and appreciated for both parishes. 

Additionally, we have multiple offers from parishioners who 
are familiar with how to use these devices to do an informal 
training after weekend Masses. Plus, we hope to also offer 
certification in CPR and basic first aid for anyone who might 
be interested in going through the training. Stay tuned for 
more information about where and when. Please contact 
Dennis LaMalfa in our business office for more information. 
Thank you for your generosity in the care of others! 

Youth and Adult  
Altar Servers Needed 

We are looking for new altar servers for all weekend 
Masses at all three Costudent llaborative churches. 

Any who is 4th grade or older and has made their First 
Communion is eligible to become an altar server. 

We also welcome any adult who might be interested. This 
is a wonderful way to serve our parish communities and our 
Lord. 

Training will be provided. If you are interested in serving, 
please call the Collaborative offices at 978-462-2724 or 978
-346-8604 and ask for Melinda or Christine. 
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We welcome all members of our Collaborative community 
to join us each Wednesday 6:00–7:00 p.m. via Zoom for  
30 minutes of Centering Prayer, silently resting in God and 
surrendering and assenting to God’s presence and action 
in our lives, and 30 minutes of reading Sacred Scripture in 
group Lectio Divina. Both practices strengthen our faith and 
reliance on God and deepen our personal relationship with 
God. For more information, please call Elizabeth McCarthy, 
978-462-7483. 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

The Pelican Intervention Fund 
We provide funding for non-profit, 12-step 
residential sober homes for economically 
challenged men and women struggling with 
addiction. Questions? Contact Kim Keene 978-
430-1408 or visit www.pelicaninterventionfund.org 

to learn more. Donations can be made to “The Pelican 
Intervention Fund at ECCF” 

Essex County Community Foundation, 175 Andover Street, 
Danvers, MA 01923 

IC Haiti 
May the Lord continue to bless our ongoing efforts to 
support the people of Haiti. We thank Him for offering us a 
ministry of service to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

If you would like to contribute to IC Haiti, please mail 
checks to IC Haiti, 42 Green Street, Newburyport, MA. 
01950. Checks should be made out to “IC Haiti.” 

Sicily Pilgrimage Travel Night 

Our Pilgrimage to Sicily and the Amalfi Coast with an extension to Loretto and Rome this coming October is almost full, 
but we have just a few seats left! Come join us for a travel information night on Monday, February 27, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
IC Pastoral Center Building for Mass followed by refreshments and trip details. For further information, please visit 
www.pilgrimages.com/fathertim-hric/ or contact Paul Blanchette at (978) 500-5661. 

Thank You from Fr. Bill 
Shakespeare is responsible for no one 
knows how many new words (new for the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries) in the 
English language. So he is even more 
admirable when he has a nobleman-
soldier responding to the offer of a free 
month’s stay at a sumptuous Italian villa, 
protest that he was a man of few words, 
and to prove it by saying “I thank you. I 
am not of many words, but I thank you.” 

Birthdays have always been important to me, maybe 
especially because I could share them with a twin sister. 
When I learned that the planning for my eightieth birthday 
involved a spreadsheet—which organizational tool was 
invented only after I’d been past my maturity by quite a few 
years—so they impress me a lot, I was humbled considerably 
even before the guests began to arrive. 

So, thanks and again thanks, to all the people who decorated 
Saint Louis Hall, and who cooked, and baked, and decorated; 
who provided spirited music (much of it Celtic); who cleaned 
up afterwards; who brought gifts and cards; who directed 
people from the 11:30 Mass to join in the celebration; and 
who crowded in to share in the festivities. 

All of them pretty wonderful, but equally wonderful were all 
the parishioners who couldn’t wait to tell me afterwards how 
much they had enjoyed the party. That confirmed how well 
the affair was planned and carried out. 

Many “I thank you’s” from a very grateful, if of many words, 
octogenarian. 

     ~Father Bill 

http://www.pelicaninterventionfund.org
http://www.pilgrimages.com/fathertim-hric/
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Prayers for the Sick  
May the comfort and healing of Christ embrace all in our 
Collaborative who are suffering from illness, especially: 

Priscilla Brown 
Baby Boyle 
Judy Capone 
Cindy Calcina 
Pat Connolly 
Bill Crounse 
Kristen D’Entremont 
Carol Ann Doyle 
Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
Jack Flynn 
Jeanine Ebacher Fowler 
Charmaine Haan 

Hillar Haan 
Jay Hanslig 
Terence Healey 
Sam Kitchen 
Lee Preble 
Maureen Russell 
Rob Schweizer 
Yvonne Sloban 
Tom Tribble 
Michael Tucker 
Laurent Vincent 
Lorraine Zollo  

Contact the Collaborative offices to add someone to or remove 
someone from our prayer list: 978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604. 

Collaborative Faith Formation 
All Faith Formation schedules and registration forms are posted 

on our website at www.hriccatholic.org/Faith-Formation. 
 

Summer 2023 Faith Formation Week 
Mark your calendars! Grades 3–8 

June 26–30, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. each day. 
 

School Year Programs (Grades K–10) 

School year Faith Formation and Sacramental preparation 
schedules and registration forms are available on  
the website at (hriccatholic.org/Faith-Formation). Please 
contact the Faith Formation office (978-462-2724 x405) 
with any questions or reach out via email to Aaron 
(agiard@hriccatholic.org) or Melinda (burrell@hriccatholic.org). 

Baptism 

We have resumed our schedule of celebrating this sacrament 
the second Sunday of each month at 1:30 p.m. at the IC 
Church. Please call the Collaborative offices (978-462-2724 
or 978-346-8604) for more information. 

The Sacrament of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is one of the seven sacraments 
of our Church and is administered by a priest for healing 
and inner wholeness. Those who are seriously ill, elderly, 
or are entering the hospital can request to be anointed. Due 
to varied schedules and availability, it may not always be 
possible for a priest to come on short notice to offer the 
Sacrament, therefore it is strongly recommended that you 
request the Anointing of the Sick before going in for a 
hospital stay, upon entering a nursing home, or at the 
beginning of hospice care. Please call the Collaborative 
offices at 978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 to learn more. 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Abandon Yourself to 
Adoration 

When prayer feels empty, rejoice that 
prayer is no longer about you! God is 
Love, not perpetual solace. Bless what 
seems to be His absence so you 
advance in holiness by not clinging to 
feelings. He abides in you by grace. 
Come & be. 

Enter through the Green Street door only. 

Place: IC Church (rain or shine) 
Time: Thursdays: 7 p.m.–8 p.m. 
 Also: Fridays 9:30 a.m.–12 noon 

Note: If a Friday funeral is scheduled, or in the absence of a presider, IC 
Church will remain open for “Sacred Silence” only. Check the HRIC 
calendar online for updated information 

Snow Removal Volunteers 
We are looking for volunteers to assist with snow removal 
at all 3 churches, the rectories, and the IC school this winter. 
If you are interested in helping us out, please call the 
Collaborative offices at 978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 to 
learn more. 

Confessions 
We offer confessions Saturdays from 3:00–3:30 
p.m. at IC Church. No appointment needed. 
Confessions are also available at other times and 
places during the week by appointment only. For 
more information or to schedule a time for 
confession, contact our Collaborative offices at 
(978) 346-8604 or (978) 462-2724. 

We will offer additional Confession times in the evening 
during Lent. Look for times and locations published in next 
week’s bulletin. 

“Come, follow me.” Mt.4:19 

When Jesus called the apostles, he spoke to their hearts 
and they heard with their hearts and were moved from 
within to respond to God’s call. They left where they were 
to go where they were called. 

Choices and actions flow from what fills your heart. This 
retreat is about searching, opening, and cleansing your 
heart to hear and respond to God as he works in your life 
each day. Prayer, reading, and reflection will help open 
your heart. Guided by the Holy Spirit as we meet, you will 
explore the path you are on. As you search your heart for 
whatever is hindering a full response to God’s call, you may 
become more aware of what is taking space in your heart 
and is difficult to surrender to answer his call. 

This retreat is designed to be affordable, convenient, and 
meet your needs. Begin your retreat any time during Lent. 
We will meet for 4 one-hour sessions of Spiritual Direction 
via Zoom, telephone, or in person on a convenient day and 
time. Provided retreat materials will support your journey 
through Scripture and spiritual writings. Retreat begins 
February 22 and ends April 6. Suggested Donation $85.00. 

Call (978) 462-7483 or email emccarthy1028@hotmail.com 
to register and for additional information. Spiritual Director: 
Elizabeth McCarthy, Certified Spiritual Director.  

http://www.hriccatholic.org/Faith-Formation
http://www.hriccatholic.org/Faith-Formation
mailto:agiard@hriccatholic.org
mailto:burrell@hriccatholic.org
tel:(978)%20462-7483
mailto:emccarthy1028@hotmail.com
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Like Us on Facebook 
Holy Redeemer - Immaculate Conception 

Collaborative Parishes 

Mass Scripture Readings 
The Scripture passages read each day at Mass can be 
found on the United States Council of Catholic Bishops’ 
website at bible.usccb.org. Praying with the Scriptures 
daily is a wonderful way to deepen our relationship with Our 
Lord and to discern how best to serve God as an intentional 
disciple of Christ.  

(The free App “Laudate” allows you to access the 
daily Scripture readings on your cell phone.)  

Virtual Rosary 
Join us for recitation of the rosary live on 
Facebook twice every week. Pray along with us 
and add your intentions in the comments on 
Facebook. www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/  

Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 a.m. 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

 

 

We invite all women to come join us at any time, no matter 
where you may be in your relationship with God. The new 
study, Keeping in Balance from Walking with Purpose, is all 
about managing life’s pace and pressure while living with 
calm and steadiness rooted in Christ. We meet Mondays at 
6:30 p.m. in person at the IC Parish Center and virtually on 
Zoom. If you have any questions, or would like to join via 
Zoom, please email hricwomenatthewell@gmail.com for 
the link. 

If you are unable to make it to every meeting, please do not worry! 
This group is designed to allow you to drop in whenever you are 
able to join us, no pre-reading necessary from week to week.  

Free Hair Cuts 
Donna Koen, an IC parishioner and 
licensed hairdresser for over 30 
years, is offering free hair cuts to 
anyone in need. She is willing to 
travel to your home. Her number is 

(978) 998-9219. This is a service she has been offering for 
years for the Newburyport Housing Authority, Salvation 
Army, and the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

She is happy to help our parishioners who are in need. 

After the last 2 years, we want to create a warm, welcoming 
experience for all our parishioners and visitors. First 
impressions matter. 

We are seeking individuals, couples, or families willing to 
come to Mass 15 minutes early and warmly welcome 
parishioners to that day’s celebration. You can select  
the Mass you usually attend and how often you would like 
to serve. 

If this ministry interests you, please email Kathie 
Williamson: Kathie108a@gmail.com and indicate which 
Mass you will attend.  

St. Mary’s Cemetery 
Immaculate Conception Parish owns and operates a  
private cemetery located on Storey Avenue. St. Mary’s  
Cemetery is a 35-acre cemetery with consecrated grounds 
that provides tranquility and peacefulness at those difficult 
times that we all are faced with. Please visit the parish 
cemetery and you will find the cemetery to be well-managed 
and maintained. Cemetery plots are available for full-body 
and cremated remains burials in any denomination. Call 
Joseph Viel, Superintendent, at 978-208-0266 to schedule 
an appointment. 

IC PARISH 

IC St. Vincent de Paul 
If you know someone living in Newbury/
Newburyport who needs assistance, please 
suggest that they call our help line 978-518-
0728. We are ready to assist.  

You can now make online donations on our website: 
www.svdpnewburyport.org. If you would like to mail in 
your donation, please make your check payable to “SVdP 
of Newburyport” and drop it into the collection box at Mass 
or mail it to the parish office at 42 Green Street, 
Newburyport, MA 01950. 

Breaking Bread to-go Meal 

We serve our weekly Breaking Bread meal on Tuesday 
evenings. It is a hot, nourishing, 3-course dinner which is 
currently take out only and is distributed at the entrance to 
the IC Parish Center from 4:30–5:30 p.m. All are welcome! 

Social Action Committee 
The next meeting of the Collaborative Social Action 
Committee will be held on Monday, February 20, at 7:00 
p.m. in IC St. Louis Hall.  

There will be a brief presentation by one of the many 
groups that are active in the Collaborative in addition to 
continuing discussions on prospective projects and finding 
pathways to making it easier for parish members to 
contribute. All are invited, so if you’d like to make a 
difference for someone in need, please come, listen, and 
contribute! 

The HRIC Social Action Committee aids those in need in 
our local communities as well as in the poorer areas of the 
world. For more information or if you have suggestions, 
please contact Greg Jablonski: gjabbe@gmail.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/hriccatholic/
mailto:hricwomenatthewell@gmail.com
mailto:Kathie108a@gmail.com
https://www.svdpnewburyport.org/
mailto:gjabbe@gmail.com
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IC Online Giving 
Immaculate Conception Parish offers Online Giving—a 
convenient and safe way to make a one-time or a recurring 
(weekly) donation. 

Getting started is easy—you need to be a registered 
member of Immaculate Conception Parish community. 
Parish registration forms are available in the foyer of the 
church or at the parish office. 

Once you register with the parish, or if you are already a 
registered parishioner, visit our website, hriccatholic.org 
and click the “Links” tab, then click on “IC Parish Online 
Giving” to get to the site. There are four different funds you 
can choose to contribute to. 

If you manage your other bills online, why not give to your 
Church online? It is safe and secure and you get to decide 
exactly when and to where your gift will be made.  

Questions? Contact Christine Breslow at 978-462-2724 x 402 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

Immaculate Conception School 

Catholic Schools Week was celebrated at Catholic schools 
across the country from January 29 to 
February 3. Immaculate Conception School 
enjoyed a variety of community building 
activities and events. The week started with the 
V.I.P. dessert and whole-school Mass. Praying 
with our V.I.P.s in a packed church was a 
powerful way to start the week! On Tuesday the students 
paired up with their “buddies” to make Valentine’s Day 
placemats for area nursing home residents. On Wednesday 
everyone had a lively time at Breakfast Buddy Bingo. On 
Thursday 20 students in grades 5–8 competed in the 
Geography Bee. The day ended with the Wax Museum, 
where almost 80 students dressed as historical or current 
day people of importance. The week of celebrations 
finished up on Friday with pajama and movie day. 

The students and staff at Immaculate Conception School 
thank the Parish for their continued support. It is an 
important time for children to know they are cared for by 
many, and to have a school community that embraces 
them like family. 

 

Kendall (Gr 1) spends time 
with her grandparents! 
 

 

 

 

Buddies Harrison (Gr 1) 
and Max (Gr 7) make 

placemats for the elderly. 

 

Lily and Cera, Gr 4, play 
BINGO with Millie from 
Kindergarten. 

 

 

Geography Bee 
contestants. 

Peter from Gr 2 “rocks” his Elvis 
impersonation in the Wax Museum. 

 
 

IC Grand Annual 
Goal $100,000 

To Date $79,525.00 

$100,000 
$  75,000 
$  50,000 
$  25,000 
$  10,000 

 

IC Offertory Collection 
 

IC Offertory, Feb. 4–5    $4,962.00 
Ongoing Church Maintenance   $2,134.00 
Mailed in Offertory, week ending Feb. 3 $1,205.00 
Weekly Online Offertory Giving  $3,262.59 
 

The second collection this weekend (Feb. 12) is Turkey/Syria 
Earthquake Relief. The second collection next weekend (Feb. 19) 
is St. Vincent de Paul. Make out checks to IC St. Vincent de 
Paul.  

Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to Immaculate Con-
ception Parish with the second collection noted in the memo. 

If you would like to mail in your envelopes, send them to  
Immaculate Conception Parish, 42 Green Street,  
Newburyport, MA  01950. 

You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our website to learn 
more: hriccatholic.org/IC-Online-Giving. 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish: 175th Anniversary 

Immaculate Conception Parish celebrates its 175th 
anniversary in 2023. 

In celebration of this milestone of faith and 
service to the greater Newburyport community, 
the parish is planning a series of events 
throughout the year. 

A committee has formed to create, plan, and execute these 
year-long events, focused on celebrating the history of our 
parish and our patroness. Want to be a part of the 
planning? The next committee meeting is March 1 at 6:30 
p.m. in IC St. Louis Hall. 

https://www.hriccatholic.org/
https://www.hriccatholic.org/IC-Online-Giving
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HR Online Giving 
It’s convenient and safe. To learn more about Online giving 
(one-time or recurring donation options available), visit our 
website, hriccatholic.org and click the “Links” tab, then click 
on “HR Parish Online Giving” to get to the site or contact 
Christine Breslow at 978-462-2724 x 402 

HOLY REDEEMER PARISH 

HR St. Vincent de Paul 
“Thus says the Lord: Share your bread with the hungry, shelter 
the oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked when you see 
them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then light shall 

break forth like the dawn…” Isiah 58: 1-5 

Who is Isiah referring to? Who are “your own”? 
These are those less fortunate that need your help 
of course. They are mothers, fathers, sons, and 
daughters just like us. As we approach Lent, 

please consider “your own” among us and give generously 
to the Holy Redeemer SVDP conference. 

As a reminder, we are looking for new members to join our 
conference. Please call 978-346-8604 (x4) and leave a 
message on our voicemail if you’re interested. We would 
truly like to hear from you! 

To donate, there are envelopes in the pews at St. Ann and 
at Nativity churches…or simply use the poor boxes in these 
churches. Make checks out to HR SVDP. Please give what 
you can so that we can continue to make a difference in the 
lives of the poor around us. Don’t forget the clothes 
collection bin behind the Green St., Merrimac rectory! As 
always, we appreciate your generosity. 

If you know of someone who needs help, please have them 
call our hotline at 978-346-8604 X4. 

Shawls and Lapghans 
Shawls and lapghans are given freely as a gift, to offer 
comfort and joy! We would be happy to deliver to anyone. 
Or if you personally would like to give one to a friend, 
relative or neighbor, please contact Helen at 978-771-4673 
or hvktax@aol.com. Come join us. Don’t know how to knit 
or crochet? We will teach you!  

We will be taking a "winter break" from our meetings until 
May 4, but will continue to deliver shawls and lapghans to 
those who need them during our break. When we start 
again, we meet on the first Thursday of every month at 
Nativity Hall in Merrimac at 2:00 p.m. Our next meeting is 
Thursday, May 4. All are welcome! 

 
 

HR Grand Annual 
Goal $25,000 

To Date $18,995.00 

$25,000 
$20,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$  5,000 

 

HR Offertory Collection 
HR Offertory, Feb. 4–5    $1,069.00 
Ongoing Church Maintenance   $   467.00 
Mailed in Offertory, week ending Feb. 3 $   700.00 
Weekly Online Offertory Giving  $   257.50 
 

The second collection this weekend (Feb. 12) is Turkey/Syria 
Earthquake Relief. The second collection next weekend (Feb. 
19) is St. Vincent de Paul. Make out checks to HR St. Vincent 
de Paul.  

Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to Holy  
Redeemer Parish with the second collection noted in the memo. 

If you would like to mail in your collections, send them to  
Holy Redeemer Parish, 4 Green Street, Merrimac,  
MA  01860 
 

You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our  
website to learn more: hriccatholic.org/hr-online-giving. 

Greeters Needed 
We could still use some more greeters. High school 
students and adults are welcome. In particular, we need 
greeters at the 4:00 p.m. Masses at both Nativity and St. 
Ann. This little task simply involves smiling and saying 
hello, handing out bulletins, or perhaps giving directions to 
the restroom or the ramp. 

Would you like to help? Please contact Sue Noyes at 
susanjnoyes@gmail.com. 

Communion to the 
Homebound 

We would like to offer our Holy Redeemer parishioners the 
opportunity to receive the Eucharist if you are homebound 
or unable to attend Mass on a regular basis. If any 
parishioner knows of someone who might be interested in 
receiving the Eucharist, please also let us know. This could 
be a one-time occasion, or a regular schedule could be 
arranged. Please call Melinda Burrell at 978-462-2724 to 
schedule a visit. 

Activities Committee Meeting 
The Holy Redeemer Activities Committee will meet on 
Wednesday, February 15, at 6:00 p.m. in the Merrimac 
Hall to discuss future events.  

Some possibilities are a bake sale, Lenten “Simple 
Suppers” prior to the Stations of the Cross during Lent, a 
parish dinner after a 4:00 Mass, or a yard sale. 

Please join us and bring your ideas. All are welcome. 

Bake Sale Feb. 18 & 19 after 
HR Masses 

The Activities Committee will be hosting a bake sale after 
all 3 Masses, February 18 & 19. This is the weekend prior 
to Ash Wednesday. Our time to get ready for “Fat Tuesday” 
before fasting on Wednesday, the first day of Lent. 

Anyone wanting to contribute to our delicious treats can 
drop items off prior to attending Mass. 

https://www.hriccatholic.org/
mailto:hvktax@aol.com
https://www.hriccatholic.org/hr-online-giving
mailto:susanjnoyes@gmail.com
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