
  

 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

November 26, 2023 

HOLY REDEEMER AND IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
COLLABORATIVE PARISHES 

SERVING MERRIMAC, NEWBURY, NEWBURYPORT, AND WEST NEWBURY 

hriccatholic.org All Are Welcome 

Thus says  
the Lord GOD:  
I myself will look 
after and tend  
my sheep.  
I myself will  
pasture my sheep; 
I myself will give 
them rest, says  
the Lord GOD.”  
(Ez 34: 11, 15)  
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Collaborative Staff 

Immaculate Conception School 
1 Washington Street, Newburyport 01950, K–grade 8,   

Mrs. Joan Sullivan, Principal, Phone: 978-465-7780, 
Fax: 978-234-7331, www.icsnewburyport.com 

St. Mary’s 
Cemetery 
36 Storey Avenue, 
Newburyport 01950 

 

@HRICCatholic 
 

 

hriccatholic 
 

Holy Redeemer - Immaculate  

Conception Collaborative  

Parishes 

St. Ann 
Church: 300 Main St., W. Newbury  01985 

Rectory: 46 Maple St., W. Newbury  01985 

Phone: 978-346-8604 
Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

 

Nativity 
Parish offices and church: 

4 Green St., Merrimac  01860 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 978-346-8604 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish, church, rectory, and offices: 
42 Green St., Newburyport  01950 

Office Hours: M–F 9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 

Phone: 978-462-2724 

Fax: 978-234-7399 

Email: info@hriccatholic.org 

Pastor 

Rev. Timothy Harrison,  

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

info@hriccatholic.org  

Senior Priests in Residence 

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

Rev. William H. McLaughlin 

Rev. George E. Morin 

Rev. Charles Stanley 

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Paul Dow 

978-887-5350 

Deacon John Moranski 

978-432-1443 

St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Holy Redeemer  

978-346-8604 x 4 

hrsvdp300@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Immaculate Conception 

978-518-0728 

St Mary’s Cemetery 

Joseph Viel, 978-208-0266 
 

 

Office Associates 

Christine Breslow, Administrative  

 Assistant/Bookkeeper 

978-462-2724 x 402 

cbreslow@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant  

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

Dennis LaMalfa, Business Manager 

978-462-2724 x 451 

dlamalfa@hriccatholic.org 

Karen Leff, Coordinator of Media Outreach 

hricbulletin@gmail.com 

 

 

Lifelong Faith Formation 

Aaron Giard, Director of Lifelong Faith 
 Formation 
978-462-2724 x 405 or 978-346-8604 
agiard@hriccatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant,  

 Lifelong Faith Formation 

978-462-2724 

burrell@hriccatholic.org 

 

Website: www.hriccatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception School 

Joan Sullivan, Principal, 978-465-7780 

jsullivan@icsnewburyport.com 

Maintenance 

Bud Kent, IC Building Maintenance 

978-462-2724 

bkent@hriccatholic.org 

Eddie Martinez, IC Facilities Manager 

978-462-2724 

emartinez@hriccatholic.org 

Music Ministry 

Jennifer Acorn, HR Organist 

978-697-1082 

Kathy Peavey, HR Vocalist 

978-360-8756 

 

Donna Postle, IC Music Ministry Director 
978-317-8903 
Tim Richard, IC organist 
Steve Swochak, IC Music Coordinator 
978-270-4924 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays 3:00–3:30 p.m., IC Church 
Or by appointment. (Call Collaborative 
offices to schedule.) 



Christ the King                  November 26, 2023 

3 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

From the Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 

Sometimes, you just have to do it yourself 
to get it right! Some things can be 
delegated, others cannot. True leadership 
requires achieving a delicate balance 
between sharing responsibilities with 
others and knowing when to step up yourself and complete 
a crucial task. It is the fine art of enabling gifts and sharing 
the work while avoiding the trap of micromanaging and 
becoming a control freak. A successful completion of the 
project is more important than basking in personal glory or 
receiving special recognition for a job well done. The work 
will speak for itself. 

How do any of these statements connect to the terrifying 
judgment scene from Matthew’s Gospel? First of all, what is 
the work to be accomplished? From Matthew’s perspective, 
it is simply this: feeding the hungry, giving drink to the 
thirsty, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, visiting the 
confined, and giving welcome to the stranger. That is the 
work to be done. At the end of the day, if this is 
accomplished, then we all ought to rest well. Then again, if 
this is the work to be done, none of us ought get a wink of 
sleep these days…. 

Far too many are hungry in our world. There is a vast 
inequality to the availability and distribution of basic food 
supplies in our world, nation, and even local community. 
Earth is a place of haves and have-nots. That as a human 
race we can land a man on the moon but have not figured 
out how to ensure that every human being has enough to 
eat each day is a genuine scandal that cries out to God. 

Far too many do not have adequate clean drinking water. 
And the problem is getting worse. On a planet that is 75% 
covered in water, you would think everyone would have an 
overabundance to quench their thirst. Yet through pollution, 
mismanagement of fragile resources and outright greed 
and neglect, clean drinking water remains a precious and 
increasingly rare commodity, available consistently to fewer 
and fewer each year. 

Far too many do not have adequate clothing or shelter from 
the elements. While some affluent countries landfill or 
“recycle” last year’s outdated fashion, many millions suffer 
the ravages of extreme weather and long for relief. 

Far too many are lacking in proper medical care and suffer 
needlessly because of obtuse health care systems and 
impossible government bureaucracies. Even in the 
wealthiest nations on Earth, the sick are often neglected or 
forgotten…out-of-sight, out-of-mind, as they say. 

Far too many elderly and those who are imprisoned are 
abandoned by their families, their communities, and their 
fellow citizens. Forsaken to lives of loneliness and neglect, 
they waste their days wondering if anyone cares, if they are 
still lovable, useful, or forgivable? 

Far too many in our world remain strangers without 
welcome in foreign lands and struggle to find hope and 
acceptance. Refugees from war and violence, poverty, and 
climate change, addiction and disease…they seek a new 

(Continued on page 4) 

Like Us on Facebook 
Holy Redeemer - Immaculate Conception 

Collaborative Parishes 

Shawls and Lapghans 
Shawls and lapghans are given freely 
as a gift, to offer comfort and joy! We 
would be happy to deliver to anyone. Or 
if you personally would like to give one 
to a friend, relative or neighbor, please 
contact Helen at 978-771-4673. 

Come join us. We meet on the first Thursday of every 
month at Nativity Hall in Merrimac at 2:00 p.m. Don’t know 
how to knit or crochet? We will teach you! All are welcome. 

Our next meeting is Thursday, December 7 at Nativity 
Hall, Merrimac at 2:00 p.m. 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday (11/25) 
 4:00pm IC Connie Bucci, Robert Cynewski 

(Fr. Morin) 
 4:00pm Nativity (Fr. Stanley) 
Sunday (11/26) 
 8:30am Nativity (Fr. McLaughlin & Deacon Dow) 
 9:00am IC Claire Paulsen (Fr. Harrison) 
 10:00am St. Ann (Fr. Stanley) 
 11:30am IC Alan Chu (Fr. Harrison & Deacon 

Moranski) 
Monday (11/27) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. McLaughlin) 
Tuesday (11/28) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. Harrison) 
Wednesday (11/29) 
 9:00am IC The Sylvester Family (Fr. Stanley) 
Thursday (11/30) 
 9:00am IC (Fr. Morin) 
Friday (12/1) 
 9:00am IC The Graham Family, Ralph Teran & 

Family (Fr. Harrison) 
Saturday (12/2) 
 4:00pm IC Stephen M. Boy, The O’Connor Family, 

John (Jack) Gagne (Fr. McLaughlin & Deacon Dow) 
 4:00pm St. Ann John & Ellen Johnson (Fr. Morin & 

Deacon Moranski) 
Sunday (12/3) First Sunday of Advent 
 8:30am Nativity Leonard DesMarais (Fr. Harrison) 
 9:00am IC Bob,Oscar, & William Moore (Fr.Stanley) 
 10:00am St. Ann Jerry Mullen (Fr. Harrison) 
 11:30am IC Fr. Michael Welch (Fr. Morin) 
 

In your prayers please remember William J. Plante and all of the 
faithful departed. 

The priests’ schedule is subject to change without notice. 

IC—Immaculate Conception, Newburyport 
Nativity—Merrimac 
St. Ann—West Newbury 

Saturday Vigil Mass is live-streamed online through our 
website: hriccatholic.org. 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

This Week in Our Collaborative 

 

Adoration 
Be There Because Jesus Is There! 

Enter the mystery of Jesus truly present in the Monstrance. 
You needn’t understand. Just come. Be. Because He is 
there. Let Jesus lead. Be changed by His 
presence. 

Place: IC Church (enter at Green Street door only) 

Time: Thursdays 7:00–8:00 p.m. 

 Fridays 9:30 a.m. 

Place: IC Church 

Enter through the Green Street door only. 

Christmas Flowers 

We are taking monetary donations and memorials for the 
purchase of flowers for all 3 churches for Christmas. Please 
do not have flowers delivered to the churches but allow us to 
purchase them. Place your flower donation envelope in the 
collection at the churches or mail them to the offices. 

Donation deadline is Monday, December 11 at noon. 

IC Haiti 
May the Lord continue to bless our ongoing efforts to support 
the people of Haiti. We thank Him for offering us a ministry of 
service to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

If you would like to contribute to IC Haiti, please mail checks 
to IC Haiti, 42 Green Street, Newburyport, MA. 01950. 
Checks should be made out to “IC Haiti.” 

beginning and a chance to simply live. Without a welcome 
from those who surround them, they will wither and perish. 

And God takes notice! 

So, on a good day, we might all come together and 
collectively engage these problems as challenges. On a 
good day, we might re-think our priorities to bring better 
balance and harmony to how we utilize the limited, God-
given resources of our world. On a good day, we might all 
come to agreement as to when and where positive change 
needs to happen. On a good day, we might globally 
embrace substantial care for those in need, profound 
compassion for those who are suffering, a divine-driven 
quest for righteousness and justice that we could cherish 
as our universal offering back to God. On a good day, we 
might truly see ourselves as partners with the Lord in caring 
for all of God’s children, stewards of Creation and treasured 
sons and daughters of the Most High…on a good day…. 

But we don’t have many good days, do we? Greed, lust, 
hatred, division, lies, selfishness, jealousy, fear, and 
anguish so often cloud our minds and hearts that it is a 
struggle to even know what to say to God or seek 
forgiveness for. “When did we see You…?,” we mutter. 

The truth is that while God will always invite us into a 
genuine collaboration in His saving work, even expecting 
and demanding that we return to Him what He has first 
given to us, in the end, God has not sat on the sidelines 
waiting for us to get it right. Instead, in the very best of 
ways, He has acted powerfully to bring about the offer of 
salvation for all through Jesus Christ. Reflecting on how we 
will be judged and by what criteria (providing food, water, 
clothing, care, welcome, and presence to those in need), 
we should pause before ever thinking we have done 
enough. One thing this terrifying Gospel makes clear is that 
everyone—the good, the bad, and the ugly, will be 
surprised and caught off guard by the judgement of the 
Lord, who takes the care of His beloved (all of us) so 
personally. 

So, in this time of abundance, let’s get the work done. 
God’s work. Our work…that our surprise at the end of time 
might turn to joy, not sorrow. In the end, the work will speak 
for itself! 

Thanksgiving Blessings to all, 

Fr. Timothy Harrison, Pastor 

(Continued from page 3) 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Prayers for the Sick  
May the comfort and healing of Christ embrace all in our 
Collaborative who are suffering from illness, especially: 

Patricia Baikewicz 
Priscilla Brown 
Vasfije Buhali 
Autumn Rose 

Coulombe 
Bill Crounse 
Drew Daubach  
Kristen 

D’Entremont 
Deb Downie 
Jeanine Ebacher 

Fowler 
Ann-Margaret 

Ferrante 
Jay Hanslig 

Ed Hardy 
Jane Harney 
Terence Healey 
Rosemarie Hines 
Linda Hofferty 
Armand Hyatt 
Michael Juralewicz 
Arthur LaPointe 
Helen McCance 
Patricia Carey 

McCarthy  
Carol O’Neal 
Eleanora Paciulan 
Joseph Palumbo 
Joanne Pesa 

Lee Preble 
Donika Pulake 
Douglas Rose 
Maureen Russell 
Rob Schweizer 
Frank Siderio 
Yvonne Sloban 
Gary Smith 
Arlene Stoddard  
Tom Tribble 
Michael Tucker 
Helen Vaillancourt 
Maddie Villers 
Laurent Vincent 

Contact the Collaborative offices to remove someone or to add 
someone on our prayer list: 978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604. 

The Sacrament of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is one of the seven Sacraments 
of our Church and is administered by a priest for healing and 
inner wholeness. Those who are seriously ill, elderly, or are 
entering the hospital can request to be anointed. Due to 
varied schedules and availability, it may not always be 
possible for a priest to come on short notice to offer the 
Sacrament, therefore it is strongly recommended that you 
request the Anointing of the Sick before going in for a 
hospital stay, upon entering a nursing home, or at the 
beginning of hospice care. Please call the Collaborative 
offices at 978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 to learn more. 

Collaborative Faith Formation 
School Year Programs  

(K–10, Including Sacramental Prep. 

It’s not too late to register your child for class! 

Faith Formation schedules and registration forms for the  
2023–24 school year are available on our website at 
www.hriccatholic.org/Faith-Formation. 

Baptism 

We celebrate this sacrament the second Sunday of each 
month at IC Church. Please call the Collaborative offices 
(978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604) for more information. 

RCIA Corner 
In this week’s “RCIA Corner,” we answer the question 
“What is RCIA?” RCIA stands for “Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults.” Since it is actually a series of rites that lead to 
initiation and not just one rite, the Church will soon be 
changing the name to OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults). Many people think of RCIA/OCIA as a program, but 
it is more like a process. RCIA should not be viewed as a 
series of courses one takes to then graduate and become 
Catholic. Becoming Christian is primarily a conversion of 
the heart as we train the mind. It affects not just the 
intellect, but our moral lives and daily decisions. It opens us 
to a relationship with the God who loves us through a life of 
prayer and service to our neighbor. It looks different for 
every person. Candidates pass through various liturgical 
rites that immerse them more deeply in the Mystery of 
Christ, culminating in their baptism (from the Greek word 
for “immersion”) into Christ’s Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. The process is relational, prayerful, 
dialogical, hands-on, and intellectual because all of these 
help one grow in relationship with Christ and his Church. 
If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming 
Catholic, we encourage you (or them) to reach out to Aaron 
Giard at agiard@hriccatholic.org. 

Eucharistic Revival Events 
Save the Dates 

The current crisis in the Church in the United States of many 
Catholics’ misunderstanding of, and even non-belief in, the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist is a reality that 
mandates our urgent attention and evangelization. As part of 
the National Eucharistic Revival currently taking place 
nationwide, Cardinal Séan O’Malley has asked Archdiocesan 
parishes to host a Eucharistic Revival event. IC Church has 
accepted the Cardinal’s invitation to host an event for the 
Merrimack Vicariate. 

Thursday December 28, 2023 and Thursday March 21, 
2024. Both two-hour events summon Catholics within our 
Vicariate. Come for all or any part, beginning with communal 
hymns and inspiring testimonials on Jesus’ Real Presence in 
the Holy Eucharist, followed by one hour of Sacred Silence 
before the Blessed Sacrament, and concluding with food and 
fellowship afterwards. 

Agenda: 

Welcome/Sign-in: IC Church Narthex, Green Street Entrance, 
6:00–6:15 p.m. 

Communal singing, witness talks: IC Church, 6:00–7:00 p.m. 

Solemn Adoration/Benediction: IC Church, 7:00–8:00 p.m. 

Fellowship/Tables of free religious items and reading 
materials: IC St. Louis Hall, 8:00–8:30 p.m. 

While this event is free, it is also priceless, so invite youth, 
elders, friends, lapsed Catholics! Let’s end our 175th 
Anniversary with an event that honors our Lord with a 
resounding AMEN as you experience how hymns, silence, 
and dusky darkness teach secrets of the heart that only 
Jesus’ Real Presence can impart to us. 

Novena to Mary 
You are invited to a Novena, as part of the 175th 
Anniversary celebration in honor of Mary, our patroness, 

being held in the Immaculate 
Conception Church at 7:00 p.m. for 9 
evenings from Wednesday, November 
29 to Thursday, December 7. 

Our evenings of prayer and meditation 
will feature reflections from an ICS 
teacher and HRIC parishioners on such 
themes as “Mary As My Friend,” “Mary 
Undoer of Knots,” and Purposeful 
Obedience. 
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HR PARISH 
Holy Redeemer Projects 

Painting the Interior of St. Ann Church 

We are raising funds to give the interior of St. Ann Church a 
new coat of paint. We need approximately $9,000 to 
complete the project. Special envelopes have been included 
in the monthly packets for those who receive them, or blank 
ones are available at the back of the church. Once the money 
has been raised, we will schedule the painting to be done. 
Many thanks for your support and generosity in helping to 
complete this work! 

Air Conditioning for Nativity Hall  

We are raising the funds to add air conditioning to Nativity 
Hall. Like the church, we intend to install the heat pump 
“splits” that have enabled us to enjoy a more comfortable 
environment for worship this summer. We hope to see this 
work done for about $12,000. Special envelopes are included 
in the monthly packets for those who receive them and blank 
envelopes are available in the church. Once we have raised 
these funds, we will proceed with the project. Many thanks for 
your generosity and support! 

Advent Retreat 
Please consider this Individual Directed Advent Retreat 

How will you prepare Him room in your heart this Advent? St. 
John of the Cross tells us, “Where God finds space He 
enters.” God waits patiently for us to make space for Him. 
This Advent will your keep God waiting or make room for 
Him? 

Your Advent directed retreat will focus on preparing Him 
room. Readings and reflections will be guided by the 
teachings of St. John of the Cross and St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
Prayer and spiritual direction may help you discover the 
desires that occupy your heart, direct your choices and 
actions and compete with your desire for God. Worldly 
desires can fill the sacred space God will dwell if you desire 
Him above all else. As you bring the fruits of your prayer and 
pondering to God and to spiritual direction your desire for 
God may deepen lessening the power of your unhealthy 
attachments and creating space for God to fill with His love. 

Our Advent retreat opens December 4 and closes December 
23. However, you may begin at any time during retreat. I will 
provide information, reflections, prayers, and poems for your 
reflection and meet with you for 4 one-hour individual 
sessions of spiritual direction as we are led by the Holy Spirit. 

You may schedule direction sessions throughout the retreat 
as desired and at your own pace. We will meet via telephone 
or Zoom on a day and time convenient for you. This offering 
is designed to provide an affordable, convenient, safe retreat 
and create an intimate space for you to share yourself deeply 
with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

Retreat opens December 4, retreat closes: December 23. 

Spiritual Director: Elizabeth McCarthy, Certified Spiritual 
Director, Pastoral Counselor. 

Please Call (978) 462-7483 to register or for additional 
information. Suggested donation: $90.00 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS 

Bulletin Information 
Email all bulletin submissions by Monday at noon to 
hricbulletin@gmail.com. 

Questions of the Week 
Adult: Reflecting on today’s Gospel, what lifestyle 
changes might you make? 

Child: When Jesus comes and looks at our life, 
what do you think He will be looking for? 
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Saturday Mass at St. Ann 
Please remember that our Saturday 4:00pm Mass will 

move to St. Ann, W. Newbury for the month of December. 

HOLY REDEEMER PARISH 

Fair Wrap up Meeting 
Our fair wrap up meeting is Wednesday, November 29 at 
6:30 in Nativity Hall. We will discuss what went well and what 
did not. Also, we will plan for future events. 

Please consider joining our group to share ideas for new 
activities, or join in and help us with what we have planned.  

Our group may be considering participating in Old Home 
Days in Merrimac this August. We may take over the Boy 
Scout chicken BBQ. We will definitely need more help from 
parishioners if we take over the BBQ. 

Please consider coming to our meeting and help support our 
Parish. Contact Cindy Quinn at 978-346-0072 with questions. 

St. Ann Coffee Hour 
St. Ann Church Welcomes All to the Return of Our  

“Coffee And…” 

We welcome all to join us on the first Sunday 
of every month for St. Ann’s “Coffee And…” 
coffee social. We will meet on Sunday, 
December 3, after the 10:00 Mass. We 
hope you will join us in the church hall, for 
coffee and baked goods, to visit with old 
friends, and to make new ones. For your convenience, the 
side door on the parking lot side will be open with easier 
access to the hall.  

 

HR Grand Annual 
Goal $25,000 

To Date $8,540.00 

$25,000 
$20,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$  5,000 

HR St. Vincent de Paul 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Psalm 100:4–5 

Your generous donations have allowed 15 families to have a 
Thanksgiving meal this year. Thanks to all who attended the 
Holy Redeemer Christmas Fair and stopped by our table to 
learn about our mission and to give a donation. Your 
continued kindness is truly appreciated. 

We must continue the efforts to address the ongoing needs 
of the poor in our community however. We’re helping several 
families with immediate and serious needs. A single mother 
raising two children under 10 years of age is trying to get 
back into the workforce and is having trouble making her 
rent payments. Another family with three children in grade 
school need warm clothes. Another family with health 
problems needs to make payments to keep their heat on. 
While our own blessings are counted and acknowledged this 
season please think of those less fortunate and continue to 
give generously. The days are short and the nights are long. 
These families need your help. Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Helping this Holiday Season 
Merrimac Holiday Helper Program is looking for pajamas 
and socks for school-aged children. Tags will be on the trees 
for specific children. Please be sure to return the tag and item 
by December 10

.
 

Emmaus House is looking for $25.00 gift cards from Target, 
CVS, and Walgreens. They are registered with Target for 
online shopping: go to Target.com, choose registry, first 
name: Emmaus, last name: Inc., click wish list, view registry. 
You should be able to send it to Emmaus directly. 

(Continued right) 

 

HR Offertory Collection 
No second collection this weekend (Nov. 26). The second 
collection next weekend (Dec. 3) is Ongoing Church 
Maintenance. 

Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to Holy Redeemer 
Parish with the second collection noted in the memo. 

If you would like to mail in your collections, send them to  
Holy Redeemer Parish, 4 Green Street, Merrimac,  
MA  01860. 
You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our  
website to learn more: hriccatholic.org/hr-online-giving. 

Fair Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Holy 
Redeemer Holiday Fair a success! The fair is a great time 
to bring our community together, working to help support 
our parish. Thank you to everyone who bought a raffle 
ticket and those who helped sell raffle tickets. Thank you 
for those who baked, frosted, and canned and those who 
purchased from our bake table. Thank you for the 
contributions to our baskets, the donated gift baskets, and 
for coming to the fair and buying our gift baskets. Thank 
you to those who supported the nearly new table and those 
who found treasures to take home. Thank you to those who 
made their homemade soups and thank you to those who 
enjoyed a delightful lunch in our café. Thank you to all who 
supported the silent auction by donating items, and for 
those who were upping the bids to make it a great 
competition. Thank you to all our workers. Those who 
started months before our fair, and those who helped out 
the day of the fair, and especially those who came and 
helped clean up after the fair.  

Anyone who displayed a fair sign on their lawn, are asked 
to return the lawn signs to the back of either church. We will 
clean them up and get new numbers ready for next year. 

Pregnancy Care Center is looking for new onesies, 
(newborn–2T), blanket sleepers (newborn–2T), outfits 
(newborn–2T), crib sheets, baby wipes, diaper rash cream, 
baby bottles, new maternity clothing (leggings dresses, 
pajamas- sizes s–xl), gift cards from Walmart, Amazon, and 
Target. Paper towels, toilet paper. Toiletries for baby & Mom 
(bath wash, lotion, soap, shampoo & conditioner, etc.) 
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Follow Us on Instagram 
HRICCatholic 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

IC St. Vincent de Paul 
If you know someone living in Newbury/Newburyport who 
needs assistance, please suggest that they call our help 
line 978-518-0728. We are ready to assist.  

You can now make online donations on our website: 
www.svdpnewburyport.org. If you would like to mail in 
your donation, please make your check payable to “SVdP 
of Newburyport” and drop it into the collection box at Mass 
or mail it to the parish office at 42 Green Street, 
Newburyport, MA 01950. 

Breaking Bread Meal 

We serve our weekly Breaking Bread meal on Tuesday 
evenings. It is a hot, nourishing, 3-course dinner. Supper is 
served from 4:45–5:30. Those who prefer to continue “Grab 
& Go” can pick up at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome! 

Immaculate Conception School 
Classroom furniture for students that promotes 
learning, collaboration, and comfort has been a 
focus at Immaculate Conception School since 
Election Day, 2019. That was the date the first 
batch of brightly colored flexible furniture was 
delivered to the school by KI Furniture. Royal blue tables 
and lime green, white, and royal blue swivel chairs on 
wheels were the first coloration of classrooms ordered for 
the middle school. Immediately, the students’ experience in 
school changed. Within hours, teachers noticed an 
increase in conversation, energy, attention, and 
engagement. Despite the doubt, chairs that swivel and roll 
effortlessly were not a distraction. They were everything 
but. The classrooms could be reconfigured within seconds 
to enable the furniture placement to pair with or enhance 
the learning activity. The possibilities were endless, which 
helped to open teachers’ minds in a very positive way. 

Since then, ongoing conversations with KI Furniture have 
focused on planning and 
designing additional areas and 
classrooms within Immaculate 
Conception. Having classroom 
layouts and suggested furniture 
options is step one to visualizing 
and imagining an upgrade to a 
room. One area of particular 
focus has been the Innovation 
Lab, which opened just over a 
year ago. This STEM space is 
available to all grades as an 

alternate learning environment. Although not in the budget 
at this time, the dream for cutting edge furniture is on the 
school’s mind! 

Recently, KI Furniture developed a program that loans an 
entire classroom of furniture to 
select schools to try out. As if 
they knew of our dream, the IC 
was chosen to receive the 
“Live and Learn” classroom, 
which was delivered on 
Election Day, pictured. For the 
next month or so, students 
and teachers will offer 
feedback on the 9 different 
chairs and 8 different table 
tops. We are excited to share 
our experience with the product development team at KI 
Furniture. 

Immaculate Conception School offers a dynamic 
educational experience rooted in faith-based values. The 
work ethic of our students and expectation for respectful, 
courteous behavior is respected and valued by the 
community. Give us a call to learn more about all that an IC 
education offers! 978-465-7780 www.icsnewburyport.com 
Pre-K 3 to Grade 8.  

View our weekly bulletin online on our website: 
hricCatholic.org. 

 
 

IC Grand Annual 
Goal $100,000 

To Date $49,185.00 

$100,000 
$  75,000 
$  50,000 
$  25,000 
$  10,000 

 

Couch style seating, high tables 
and a variety of desks appeal to 
different types of learners. 

Grade 8 students test out the 
different ways that individual chairs 
can be used. 

Seeking Volunteers: 
 Offertory Collectors 

We are hoping to resume passing the collection baskets 
and bringing up the gifts at Mass as soon as possible. To 
do this we need to recruit men and women who are willing 
to do this on a somewhat regular basis. 

There would be one or two “captains” appointed for each 
Mass and they would arrange for the 6 collectors who 
would be needed at each Mass. All collectors would need 
to fill out a CORI form and a volunteer form. One of the 
current greeters would recruit a family or individuals for the 
Offertory Procession and would organize the Procession at 
the proper time. If you are interested, would you please 
email Jim at jimwilliamson35@gmail.com and let him know 
of your interest. Thank you for considering this request. 

IC Offertory Collection 
No second collection this weekend (Nov. 26). The second  
collection next weekend (Dec. 3) is Ongoing Church  
Maintenance. 

Unless otherwise indicated, make out checks to Immaculate 
Conception Parish with the second collection noted in the 
memo. If you would like to mail in your envelopes, send them 
to Immaculate Conception Parish, 42 Green Street,  
Newburyport, MA  01950. 

You can also sign up for online giving. Visit our website to 
learn more: hriccatholic.org/IC-Online-Giving. 

http://www.icsnewburyport.com
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Knights Hospitality Sunday 
Join us next Sunday, December 3, after the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass, in IC St. Louis Hall for Hospitality Sunday. We will have 
free coffee and donuts for all. 

All men of the Collaborative, 18 years or older, are welcome 
to join the Knights. We meet the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the IC Nazareth Library. For more 
information call 978-225-0804 or email kofc231@outlook.com. 

Win Cash! 
IC School Annual Holiday Calendars are now available. For 
over 20 years, IC School has run a holiday calendar 
fundraiser. Each $10 calendar gives individuals 40 chances 
to win a grand total of $4,800 in cash prizes. A winner is 
drawn each day from January 6–February 14 to receive a 
cash prize of $100, $200, or $300. Calendars are available 
at IC School, IC Church lobby, and the IC Parish Center. To 
enter, fill out the buyer’s name and contact information in the 
space at the bottom of the calendar. Cut it off and return 
both the ticket stub and the money to the School Office or to 
the Parish Center office no later than January 5, 2024. 
Check payments should be made out to Immaculate 
Conception School or cash is accepted. 

Bible Study 
Some Collaborative members are looking for people who 
may be interested in joining a Bible study on Wednesday 
mornings following the 9:00 a.m. Mass at IC. We would 
meet in the IC parish center weekly. If you are interested, 
contact Melinda at 978-462-2724. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 

175th Anniversary Prayer 
Immaculate Conception Church  1848-2023 

 

The Compassionate Friends 
The Compassionate Friends provides support for 
bereaved families after the loss of a child, 
grandchild, or sibling—any age, any cause. Visit 
our website tcfnewburyport.org. 

Our next monthly support meeting is Monday, November 
27 in the IC Parish Center, Room 209 from 7:30–9:00 p.m. 
Contact Mel Yell, 978-764-2547 or Heidi Damiano, 978-360
-7525 with questions. 

Join us for the NE Tenors concert this 
weekend. See page 6 for details. 
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