WORSHIP & SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION
Minutes of Worship & Spirituality Commission
Thursday, October 7, 7:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk82117035]Present: Paul Bobay, Pam Bourjaily, Joseph Glykys, Karen Hanson, Donna Jondle, Mary Kelley, Mike Kelley, Sandy O’Brien, Janet Steenlage, and Fran Zuber.

The prayer was let by Mary Kelley.

Approval of the September Minutes:  Janet Steenlage moved to accept the September minutes and Mike Kelley seconded.

PAST EVENTS (Events happening before the W&S Commission meets again.)
October 2/3:  Stewardship Fair 
· Notes from 2019 Minutes: 4 acolytes, 12 EMs, 6 readers, and 6 ushers. Two people signed up to train as sacristans. 2021 Stewardship forms collected to date include these volunteers: 2 Acolytes, 2 EMs, 4 Lectors, 3 Ushers; 1 Homebound, 3 Senior Care, 2 Music. Upon reflection of these volunteers, some of these are people who are not new volunteers but people who are currently doing this volunteer work. 

· There was a question as to whether the stewardship form should be completed only by new volunteers. The previous form had a spot to mark if you were a new volunteer or if you were already on the volunteer list. The new form does not have the option to note new or returning. Some members completed the forms and some did not and it was decided that we needed some clarification on completing the form. Pam Bourjaily will take this question to the Parish Council Meeting and report back to us on the correct process for completing the form.

· There was also a question on what the Homebound Ministry is at St. Thomas More. This ministry appears as an extension of the Worship and Spirituality (W&S) Commission on the stewardship form. If this ministry is in operation, what are the members doing and who is in charge? Is it appropriately placed as an extension of the W&S Commission? Sandy O’Brien will follow up and report back to the group. 

October 24, 11:00 a.m. Mass—The ministry at this Mass will be done solely by the youth of the parish. Michelle Montgomery is scheduling all of the ministers for this Mass.

November 1 (Monday):  All Saints Day—When the solemnity of All Saints falls on a Saturday or on a Monday, the obligation to attend Mass is lifted. Because All Saints Day falls on a Monday in 2021, it is not a day of obligation. We will not be having mass that day.

· There was a suggestion that a note be included in the bulletin listing where Mass would be offered in the Iowa City area in case someone wanted to attend Mass.

Displaying the Book of Remembrance 
· Father Adam contacted Maricarla Rohret about the Book of Remembrance and it will be put out the weekend before so people can write the names of their loved ones who have died. People are also allowed to email the office and the staff will write the names in the book. 

November 2 (Tuesday):  All Souls Day—Regular Mass Day—9:00 a.m. Mass only

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 13/14:  Anniversary of move of St. Thomas More to current site—EMs will carry in the candles as we have done in the past to note this event.
	
November 25:  Thanksgiving Day—Mass at St. Mary’s 12:10 p.m.

November 28:  First Sunday of Advent
	
ART & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – Mary Kelley
The A&E Committee will be meeting on October 21.

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS – Pamela Bourjaily/Karen Hanson/Mick Langguth/Joseph Glykys
The following items have been approved by three of the five commissions and approvals are expected by the other two this week. Once all five commissions have approved these items, the Parish Council will be voting on their acceptance. 
· Commission leadership progression: Commission chair terms: 3 years with option for 3-year renewal with commission agreement. It is recommended there be a transition plan when the leadership turns over, with a chair-elect shadowing the current chair during a 6 - 12 months period.      
· Twice yearly commission chair meetings to confer and share updates—and to ensure that commissions know which commission is doing what/in charge of what in terms of responsibilities for programming and for events. Meetings will also facilitate ongoing commission collaboration and updates to the responsibility matrix as well as review of events to determine if certain yearly events should be retired / refreshed and if new events/activities should be added. The president-elect of the parish Pastoral Council would be in charge of chairing and convening the twice-yearly meeting.
· Creation of a commission responsibility matrix (internal document for parish staff and commission chairs) to determine which commission is responsible for which event/activity). Creation of the initial responsibility matrix would be a joint commission chair/pastoral council leadership/pastor duty

NEW BUSINESS
· A suggestion was made by Joseph Glykys that next year in celebration of the feast day of St. Thomas More we form a procession into (and possibly around) the church. Since the feast day is in June, the weather should be nice and this would be a nice way to celebrate the feast day. It was noted that we have done processions before and even had luminaries to light the procession’s route it the procession was done in the dark. A suggestion was made that we might process through the cars in the parking lot.
· Paul Bobay noted that October 9 the Holy Father will open the synodal journey leading bishops from around the world gathering in Rome two years from now. On Sunday, October 17, each diocese will begin this journey as well with suggested readings. Paul wondered if we will use the readings suggested for that event or the traditional readings for Sunday Masses.
· Paul also noted that Sunday, October 24, is World Mission Sunday and asked the same question about the readings for those Masses. Sandy O’Brien will follow up with Father Adam and report back to the group through Mary and Mike Kelley.
· Mary Kelly noted that before COVID protocols went into effect we kept a count of attendance at all Masses and wondered if we should start doing this again. Sandy O’Brien will follow up and ask about the reinstatement of this process.
· All of the commissions are being asked to revise their pages on the St. Thomas More Catholic Church website. Sandy O’Brien brought some suggestions and there was a discussion about what should be included. Some decisions were made and Sandy will follow up with Katie Schneider about getting our W&S Commission page updated. 

ITEMS FROM FATHER ADAM
See previous notes.

LOOK AHEAD DATES
December 8 (Wednesday):  Feast of Immaculate Conception-- Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Mary Kelley will create Signup Genius for ministry volunteers.

December 12: Confirmation Mass (Taizé)

December 13 (Monday): Communal Reconciliation—Father Adam is planning on an in-person event starting at 7:00 p.m. There was a question as to whether Father Adam would like to have a meal for the visiting priests. Sandy O’Brien will follow up and report back at the November Meeting. 


NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, November 4, 2021
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