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Past Event Photos
Did you get snapped at our
latest events? Check check
our social media to see if

you were snapped!

@keep.carlsbad.beautiful

Instagram:

@cityofcarlsbadnmgovernment
@keepcarlsbadbeautiful

Facebook:

Indeed:
@CityofCarlsbadNM

LinkedIn:
@CityofCarlsbadNMTourism

YouTube:
@explorecarlsbadnm2316

Scan here!

Check out our tourism page!

CONNECT WITH US!
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Dear Neighbors & Friends:

I am pleased to share that the splash pads at Friendship Park (E. Riverside Dr.) and the Bob

Forrest Youth Sports Complex (3213 W. Lea St.) will remain open through the end of

September, as long as the weather continues to cooperate. This means families will have

more time to enjoy the warm days with their children. The Friendship Park Splash Pad will be

open seven days a week, while the Bob Forrest Youth Sports Complex Splash Pad will be

open Monday through Saturday during the complex’s regular hours. Please remember that

the splash pad near the Beach Bandshell (708 Park Dr.) is now closed for the season so that

we can begin needed repairs. I encourage families to take advantage of this extra

opportunity to soak up the sunshine and make a few more memories before fall sets in.

Looking ahead, I want to highlight one of the most important events for our community,

Carlsbad’s annual Energy Summit, which will take place on October 23, 2025. This year’s

theme, “At Home with Energy,” reflects the many ways energy impacts our everyday lives.

Energy is not only what powers our homes and businesses, but it also drives innovation,

supports our economy, and helps create opportunities for the future. The summit will feature

a variety of panels and presentations designed to provide valuable insight into the industry

and its impact on our community. We are also honored to welcome former NBA player and

University of New Mexico Hall of Famer Kenny Thomas as a special guest speaker. He will

share an important message about mental health and resilience, topics that matter to all of us.

The summit is free and open to the public, and I strongly encourage residents to attend. It is

a wonderful opportunity to learn more about the industry that supports our community and

hear from experts about the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. We are also

currently accepting both sponsorships for this year’s summit and nominations for the Spirit of

the Workforce Awards. These awards honor the hardworking men and women who exemplify

the resilience, dedication, and skill that keep the energy industry strong. If you would like to

www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com 101 N. Halagueno Street, Carlsbad NM

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

4

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/


nominate someone, or if your business is interested in sponsorship, please visit

www.carlsbadenergysummit.com or contact Valeria Bannister at

vabannister@cityofcarlsbadnm.com.

As the season changes, we are also entering a busy time for families in Carlsbad. Fall sports

are starting up, and we know how important it is for children and parents to get to practices

and games on time. Please remember that this also means an increase in traffic around sports

fields and schools. I ask that we all remain patient, cautious, and safe while on the road. We

all have somewhere important to be, but let’s make sure everyone gets there safely.

Finally, with hunting season just around the corner, I want to take a moment to encourage safe

and responsible practices. Firearm safety is critical, not just for hunters, but for their families

and the community as well. Always treat every firearm as if it is loaded, keep your finger off

the trigger until you are ready to shoot, and never point your firearm at anything you do not

intend to shoot. Be certain of your target and what lies beyond it, and set a good example for

younger hunters by following these rules yourself. Hunting season is a special tradition for

many families, and practicing safety helps ensure it remains both enjoyable and secure for

everyone.
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Thank you, we look forward to enjoying the last few

weeks of summer and welcoming fall with open

arms. Wishing you all a great month!

Sincerely,

Carlsbad Mayor Rick Lopez
Email: mayor.office@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Phone: (575) 887-1191
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Which upcoming Carlsbad event are you most excited about
this fall?

September in New Mexico isn’t complete without…  

Which “first sign of fall” do you notice most? 
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Do you have any fun plans for Labor Day?

Which type of City project do you think makes the biggest
difference for Carlsbad? 

What reminds you most that you’re making a difference at
work?
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The Grant Programs Department was formed in November 2023 as a separate
department reporting directly to the City Administrator to ensure checks and balances.
The Grant Programs is charged with all project accounting and works closely with the
Projects and the other departments to ensure compliance with not only grant
programs, but also with the City’s Capital funding. The department's main objective is
to have centralized management and compliance oversight of all grants.

The Department assists in the preparation of the City’s Annual Infrastructure Capital
Improvement Plan (ICIP) and assists the City with finding grants for projects and other
initiatives. The Department is made up of two full-time staff members, including me as
the Director of Grant Programs and Patrick McManus, as the Project and Grant
Accountant. My entire 20-plus-year career has been focused on Finance, Grant
Writing, and Grant Management. Patrick is new to the City but not new to government, 
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GRANTS PROGRAM

as he came to us from the USDA
Forest Service, formerly as a
Financial Analyst. Together, we
are moving the department into
the next level, and Patrick has
already been instrumental in
assisting us in implementing a
new Grant and Project
Management software system and
finalizing a robust policy and
procedures for our operations.

In addition to Grant Programs, we also oversee the Lodgers’ Tax (LT) Promotional Fund
Application Process, and I serve as the LT Advisory Board City Liaison. Our working
days cannot be described as typical. Every day can be filled with lots of exciting work,
training, and meetings with departments, contractors, stakeholders, and grant funding
agencies. The Grant Programs Department is heavily deadline-driven because at any
given time, we can manage multiple grant application deadlines, manage complex
projects, process progress reporting, and request reimbursement for grants.

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/
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We face challenges every day, while we multitask, but at the end of the day, our job is
extremely fun and fulfilling because everything we do is to make Carlsbad a better
place to live, work, and play.

The Grant Programs Department has been instrumental in bringing millions of dollars
of funding for public safety equipment, roads, water, sewer infrastructure, facility
renovations, and new construction. We have received funding for planning projects
from NMDOT and our grant management software from our local partner, Southeast
NM Economic Development District (Council of Governments). We are proud to have
been awarded highly competitive grant funding from the U.S. Department of Justice,
Federal Highway Administration, Land and Water Conservation Act Funding, and
many more State and Corporate Grants.

Our future department goal is to continue seeking competitive grant opportunities for
our ICIP projects. We also look forward to continuing to assist departments in applying
for and managing successful projects and initiatives. We are excited to have
departments that want to learn and grow in this area, and we are here to provide
support, training, and assistance every step of the way.

Sincerely,

Angelica Barrios-Testa
Director of Grants Program

We have secured significant funding for
many phases of projects, including:

Cavern Theatre Rehabilitation

Lower Tansill Area Improvements

Alejandro Ruiz Senior Center

Shorthorn (Sunset) Park Rehabilitation

Double Eagle Waterline

National Parks Highway Sewer

Extension
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Name: Red (3)
Pawrent: Patrick McManus

He loves all the usual dog stuff - top three being
attention, attention, and attention.

Pets of the Month
Meet the adorable pets of our City of Carlsbad employees!

Name: Buckeye (left) & Cardi (right)
Pawrent: Angie Testa

We are big Ohio State Buckeye fans, so the dogs are
named after the Buckeyes. Cardi is short for Cardinal, the
state bird. Both are Red Dobermans, scarlet and grey, just
like the team colors. They’re my loyal protectors, but also

loving. Just don’t mess with Mom.

Name: Nova
Pawrent: Laci Orgain

Nova’s favorite pastime is licking the floor!

Name: Winnie & Burger
Pawrent: Hanli Norman

Winnie likes to sleep! Burger loves to play!
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Tues. September 9th:

Carlsbad Public Library Toddler Time

Wed. September 10th:

Carlsbad Public Library Preschool

Story Time

Carlsbad Public Library LEGO Time

SENMC Paint Party Session 

Thurs. September 11th:

Carlsbad Public Library Baby Time

Carlsbad Farmers & Makers Market

Fri. September 12th:

Karaoke/Open Mic at Guadalupe

Brewing Company

Sat. September 13th:

STEM Fun Day at Carlsbad Public

Library

Mon. September 15th:

SENMC Hispanic Serving Institution

Week

Tues. September 16th:

Carlsbad Public Library Toddler Time

Mon. September 1st: 

Labor Day

Tues. September 2nd:

Trivia Night at Milton’s Brewing

Wed. September 3rd:

Summer Yoga at SENMC

Trivia Night at Milton’s Brewing

Thurs. September 4th:

Carlsbad Public Library Baby Time

City of Carlsbad Comprehensive

Plan Update at Council Chambers

Carlsbad Farmers & Makers Market

Fri. September 5th:

Karaoke/ Open Mic at Guadalupe

Mountain Brewing Company

Sat. September 6th:

Caffeine and Cultivate: Seed Swap

Carlsbad Public Library STEM Club

Sun. September 7th:

Bingo hosted by Carlsbad Arts

Council
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Tues. September 16th Continued:

SENMC Hispanic Serving Institution

Week

Trivia Night at Milton’s Brewing

Wed. September 17th:

Carlsbad Public Library Preschool

Story Time

Carlsbad Public Library LEGO Time

Brews and Books at Milton’s Brewing

Thurs. September 18th:

SENMC Hispanic Serving Institution

Week

Carlsbad Farmers & Makers Market

Fri. September 19th:

Storytime at the Living Desert Zoo

Karaoke/Open Mic at Guadalupe

Mountain Brewing Company

Sat. September 20th:

Caffeine and Cultivate: Seed Swap

Brittany’s Hope 4th Annual Dink

Victorious Pickleball Tournament

Tues. September 23rd:

Carlsbad Public Library Toddler Time

Wed. September 24th:

Carlsbad Public Library Preschool

Story Time

Carlsbad Public Library LEGO Time

SENMC Hispanic Heritage Month

Celebration, the Space Latina

Thurs. September 25th:

Carlsbad Public Library Baby Time

Carlsbad Farmers & Makers Market

Fri. September 26th:

Library Closed

Karaoke/Open Mic at Guadalupe

Mountain Brewing Company

Tues. September 30th:

Carlsbad Public Library Toddler Time

Trivia Night at Miltons
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For more information regarding any of
these events or others please visit the

official City Events Calander.

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/
https://www.carlsbadchamber.com/copy-of-events
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See page 33 for answer key.

Autumn
Football
Cavmen

Coyote
Homecoming

Labor Day

Volunteer
Septembeer Fest

Zia

Greenchile
Enchilada

Renaissance

Council
Cavern Theatre
Farmers Market

SEPTEMBER WORD SEARCH
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The City of Carlsbad would like to share several updates about some of

our community’s most popular recreational facilities.

Splash Pads – Staying Open Longer

Two of the three splash pads will remain open through the end of

September.

OPEN: Friendship Park Splash Pad (E. Riverside Dr.)

Sunday - Saturday

OPEN: Bob Forrest Youth Sports Complex Splash Pad (3213

W. Lea St.)

Monday - Saturday

CLOSED: Beach Bandshell (708 Park Dr.)

Now closed for the season, so we can begin repairs.

Carlsbad Water Park – Closed for the Season

The Carlsbad Water Park is now closed for the 2025 season.

Thank you to the residents, visitors, lifeguards, and staff who made

this summer such a success.

Lake Carlsbad Golf Course – Fully Open

The Lake Carlsbad Golf Course is now fully open to the public.

For more information, call the Lake Carlsbad Golf Course at 575-

885-5444.

http://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/
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LABOR DAY: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2025

Veterans Day: Tuesday, November 11, 2025

Thanksgiving: Thursday, November 27, 2025

Day after Thanksgiving: Friday, November 28, 2025

Christmas Eve: Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Christmas Day: Thursday, December 25, 2025

New Year’s Day: Thursday, January 1, 2026

UPCOMING
HOLIDAY CLOSURES

FOR 2025
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Richard Lopez, Mayor
mayor.office@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Ward 1
Edward Rodriguez | etrodriguez@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Lisa Anaya-Flores | laflores@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Ward 2
JJ Chavez | jochavez@cityofcarlsbadnm.com
Jeff Forrest | jjforrest@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Ward 3
Karla Hamel Niemeier | kjniemeier@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Mary Garwood | msgarwood@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Ward 4 
Anthony Foreman | arforeman@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Mark Walterscheid | mewalterscheid@cityofcarlsbadnm.com
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY ADMINISTRATION
Wendy Austin, City Administrator

wdaustin@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

Ken Ahrens, Deputy City Administrator
ksahrens@cityofcarlsbadnm.com

KC Cass, Chief Operating Officer
kccass@cityofcarlsbadnm.com
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FREQUENTLY USED NUMBERS
City Switchboard:
Utility Billing:
Code Enforcement:
Municipal Court:
Solid Waste:
Water Maintenance:

575.887.1191
575.887.1191
575.885.1185
575.885.3363
575.885.0042
575.885.6313

Police Dispatch:
Fire Dispatch:

575.885.2111
575.885.3125

Non-emergency Fire & Police

For emergencies please call 911.
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