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Please stand as you are able. 
INTRODUCTION 
 

All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In him baptism, Steven Elliot was 
clothed with Christ.  In the day of Christ’s coming, he shall be clothed in glory. 
Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.  For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.   
 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, 
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose 
from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
   
  



  



GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Steven Elliot 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth.  In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us 
faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so 
that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen.  
 
  



Please be seated.  
FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
 

  1 For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2 a time to be born and a time to die; 
 a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down and a time to build up; 
 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn and a time to dance; 
 5 a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6 a time to seek and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep and a time to throw away; 
 7 a time to tear and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silent and a time to speak; 
 8 a time to love and a time to hate; 
 a time for war and a time for peace. 
 

 9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has 
given to everyone to be busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; 
moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find 
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I know that there is nothing 
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they 
live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all 
their toil. 14 I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it 
nor anything taken from it; God has done this so that all should stand in awe before 
him. 15 That which is already has been, that which is to be already is, and God seeks out 
what has gone by. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
  



PSALM  Psalm 34:4-9 

Please read responsively by whole verse. 
 

 4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
  and delivered me from all my fears. 
 5 Look to him, and be radiant, 
  so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
 6 This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD 
  and was saved from every trouble. 
 7 The angel of the LORD encamps 
  around those who fear him and delivers them. 
 8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; 
  happy are those who take refuge in him. 
 9 O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, 
  for those who fear him have no want. 
 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he 
not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who 
was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or peril or sword?  
  
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
  



Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL  John 14:1-6 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
 

  1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
Please be seated.  
SERMON  Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

 



 
  

 

 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith, the faith in which we are baptized, using the words of 
the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end with, “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Please respond with, “Hear our Prayer.” 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ.   Give to your whole church in heaven and 
on earth your light and your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to 
sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all of us who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your 
loving care, that, casting all our sorrows on you, we may have strength for the days 
ahead. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this 
world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your 
light and life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 

DIALOGUE 

 
  



PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
  



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,  
you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

   

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 
It is made ready for those who love God  
 and for those who want to love God more. 
So come, you who have much faith  
 and you who have little; 
You who have been here often  
 and you who have not been here long; 
You who have tried to follow  
 and you who have failed.   
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

  



LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

  



 
 Continues on the next page 

 



 
 
 
 
  



Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to 
the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
COMMENDATION 
 

Let us commend Steven to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Steven Elliot.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own 
flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into 
the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in 
light. 
Amen. 
 

Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ.   
Amen. 
 

  



 

Following the service, all are invited to a luncheon in the fellowship Hall. 

 



PERMISSIONS  
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United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
  
Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 
sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 
granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  
 
Here I Am, Lord, Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Children of the Heavenly Father, Music Public Domain, Text © 
1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights 
reserved.  I Love to Tell the Story, Text and Music Public Domain.  Beautiful Savior, Text and Music Public Domain. 

  



Steven Elliot Andersen 
OCT 7, 1967 - DEC 1, 2025 

 
Steven Elliot Andersen passed away on December 1, 2025 at the Laurels of 
Gahanna where he had been living since he had a Stroke in 2020. 
 

He recently contracted several aggressive cancers that took his life in a short time. 
He was born on 10/7/1967 in Brooklyn, NY. He was a 1986 Graduate of Northland 
High School and attended Columbus State Community College Culinary School. 
Steve was a wonderful Chef and has worked at the Worthington Inn, the Winding 
Hollow Country Club, Mound Builders Country Club and was the Sous Chef at the 
Columbus Country Club when he had the Stroke that shortened his career. Steve was 
also a Past President of the Central Ohio Home Plate Club and when time from his job 
allowed he also enjoyed playing Vintage Base Ball with the Ohio Village Muffins alongside 
of his Father and Brother.  Steve will be missed at the Laurels as he had been active in the 
daily life of the residents.  For a while he was the Resident President and sat in on Monthly 
meetings with the Administration passing on residents’ concerns.  He also called the 
Weekly Bingo games, Uno games and also helped some of the elderly residents find their 
way around and also included them whenever he would order Pizza or Chinese from local 
restaurants when the daily menu wasn't to his liking. He would plant a garden in the 
courtyard every summer and grow vegetables and flowers.  In addition, he looked after 
the rabbits, birds and squirrels that lived there.  They would look for him whenever he 
wheeled out.  That's how he kept busy. 
 

He is survived by his Mother and Father, Marilyn and Don Andersen of Centerburg, 
Ohio, sister, Donna (Husband Bill) Suren of Columbus, Ohio, brother, Craig (Wife 
Melinda), and niece, Victoria of Columbus, Ohio and niece, Jenna Andersen of 
Marietta, Ohio. 
 

A Memorial Service will be held in the near future at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Westerville, Ohio. 
 

Contributions in his memory can be made to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Westerville, 
Ohio or the American Cancer Society.  



As we cultivate welcoming communities of faith with our neighbors and world, we strive for a world 
where everyone “Experiences God’s Love”. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  
Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy-free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  
 
 

Online giving to St. Paul is available: Using your mobile device,  
scan below or Text SPLCGIVE to 73256.  

 
CONTACTS 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull, 614-886-5364,  
jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 
 

Pastor Gary Grieger, 989-350-8411, 
 gary.grieger@splcwesterville.org  
 

Karla Kruse, 614-882-7601, 
karla.kruse@splcwesterville.org 
 

Zach Ruppel, 614-882-7601, 
zach.ruppel@splcwesterville/org 
 
Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, 
amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 
 

Prayer requests may be sent to 
prayer@splcwesterville.org 
 

Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Closed: 12 PM- 1 PM 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Karla Kruse, Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod, Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel, Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell, Organist 
Susan Treer, Contemporary Keyboardist 
 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 
St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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