
  

James Mishibinijima, born on February 12, 1954, in the heart 

of Wikwemikong on Manitoulin Island, stands as one of 

Canada’s most eminent artists, weaving a mesmerizing 

tapestry of creativity deeply rooted in the profound 

traditions of the Ojibwe people. Mishibinijima’s artistic 

journey spans decades, marked by an unwavering 

commitment to exploring diverse art styles and mediums, 

each stroke echoing the whispers of his ancestors and the 

sacred landscapes that have shaped  

his identity.  

From the vibrant hues of the 1970s to the present day, Mishibinijima’s odyssey as an artist has 

been a pilgrimage to the sacred landscapes of Manitoulin Island, inspiring iconic series such as 

the transcendent "Mishmountain." His oeuvre resonates profoundly with audiences, offering 

solace and transcendence amidst life's myriad trials and uncertainties. Through his evocative 

paintings, Mishibinijima channels a profound philosophy of interconnectedness, urging 

humanity to cherish and safeguard the natural world for generations yet unborn.  

A pinnacle in Mishibinijima’s illustrious career arrived with a prestigious commission from Pope 

John Paul II, facilitated by the Bishop Jean-Louis Plouffe of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Sault 

Sainte Marie. The resulting masterpiece, titled ‘My Rock,’ now graces  the Vatican Museum’s 

permanent art collection, a testament to Mishibinijima’s profound artistic vision and spiritual 

resonance.  

The unveiling of ‘My Rock’ in the venerable city of Rome in October 2004 marked a deeply 

poignant moment for Mishibinijima and his cherished family, underscoring the global resonance 

of his art and the enduring power of cultural exchange. Throughout his illustrious journey, 

Mishibinijima has garnered international acclaim, his work serving as a timeless testament to 

the transcendent power of creativity and the enduring values of humanity, weaving together the 

threads of tradition and innovation in a vibrant tapestry of cultural expression.  
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