
  

Eleanor Kanasawe, born on December 16, 1958, in the heart 

of Wikwemikong, Ontario, nestled on the serene Manitoulin 

Island, has carved her name into the world of art with a 

unique blend of tradition, inspiration, and passion.  

Her artistic journey began during her high school years when 

she started painting alongside Martin Panamick, her mentor 

at the time. While Eleanor initially lacked formal training, her 

collaboration with Martin ignited her creative  

spirit, laying the foundation for her self-taught artistic 

prowess.  

Captivated by the intricate threads of her Indigenous heritage, Eleanor found herself 

immersed in a world brimming with inspiration drawn from nature's bounty and age-

old craft traditions. Her artistic exploration led her to embrace a diverse array of 

mediums, from the delicate intricacy of beadwork to the rustic allure of birchbark 

and the supple embrace of deerhide, alongside the timeless canvas, where Eleanor's 

creative essence truly flourished.  

Eleanor's artistic evolution was further nurtured during her summers at Birch Island, 

Ontario, where she participated in art camps and communal gatherings, exchanging 

ideas and experiences with fellow artists. These outdoor retreats not only fueled her 

creativity but also strengthened her connection to nature and her Indigenous roots.  

Throughout her career, Eleanor's artwork has graced the walls of numerous galleries 

and museums, particularly in Sudbury, Manitoulin Island, and Toronto, Ontario, 

where her exhibitions garnered attention and acclaim.  

THE WORLD IS YOUR CANVASTM 


