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Newsletter 356, 13th February 2026 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

 

Time is a funny thing. In some ways, it seems like Christmas was only last week and in other 

ways it seems a very long time ago. It has been a very busy half term, and at a time of year 

that has not enjoyed the best of weather. Despite the non-stop rain of recent days it is good 

to be seeing longer hours of daylight and spring flowers arriving again. I hope you all have a 

good rest this week and a happy half term holiday. I look forward to seeing you again on 

Monday 23rd February. 

 

 
 
 
Weekly Worship Focus 

Our Worship this week has continued to focus on the messages of Candlemas. Our bible reference has 
been Luke Chapter 2 verses 22-40. We have turned away from thinking about Christmas and started to 
look towards Lent and Easter. Next week Christians celebrate Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday as 
Lent begins. 

  
We invite parents of children who receive certificates to join us for worship on a Friday in school. However, 
you can still join us virtually if it is easier for you. Monday – Thursday we have whole school worship at 
2.45pm. On a Friday it is 1.05pm at All Saints and 2.30pm at St Martin. You are welcome to join us at any 
of these sessions. 
 
Vacancies 
We are currently advertising three vacancies, which can be viewed on our website. These include a part 
time L3 Early Years assistant at St Martin, Breakfast Club assistant at St Martin and a two day support 
assistant at All Saints. If you, or anyone that you know are interested in any of these positions we are 
always happy to have an informal chat first. Please spread the word. 

 
 
 
 
School Chaplaincy Vacancies 
Do you have the time to be a school chaplain? You don’t need to be ordained, 
you just need to care and the diocese will train you. More information here; 
https://www.elydiocese.org/school-chaplaincy  

Discovering Chaplaincy 

We are now recruiting for our first cohort on this new course - for all who 

are considering school or college chaplaincy. 
 Are you thinking about school chaplaincy in your local school? 

 Are you already a school chaplain but would like to develop your learning? 

 Are you ‘just interested in exploring’ this area of work? 
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 Then this course might be for YOU! 

 Find out more about the Discovering Chaplaincy course 

 Find out more about School Chaplaincy in the Diocese of Ely 

 Book a place on the course here 

The course is delivered over 6 sessions with a self access, self paced online learning platform, interspersed 
with online group facilitated sessions to draw the learning together. 
  
Launch Date for the course: Tuesday 21 April 
End of course Celebration: Tuesday 7 July 

World Book Day 

This year World Book Day will be celebrated on Thursday 5th March. An extra 

special day in this year of reading. 

We have discussed the question of whether to dress up or not with some reading 

advisers recently and have decided that we will not be dressing up again this year. I 

am very aware that some of you 

will be disappointed by this but 

we really want to concentrate on 

reading and not be distracted. 

We are planning a lot of lovely 

events to make the day special 

including reading with your child at (an earlier) drop-off, 

inviting children to bring their favourite book to school 

that day and having a second hand book sale, amongst 

other surprises for the children on the day. 

 
Readers 
Do you have an hour you could spend listening to children read each week?  

Reading is a life skill and a wonderful gift to give to a child in either of our schools. 

Please let the office know if you can help our children to love reading. 

Training will be given. 

Please let your class teacher or the office know if you are available and interested in this opportunity. 

 
Lunchtime Clubs 
Could you lead a lunchtime club one day a week? Maybe play some board games or watch a film with a 
small group of children. Do you have other ideas or talents? Please let the school office co-ordinator, or 
your child’s teacher, know. 
 

NSPCC Number Day 
Thank you for your support last week on Number Day. 
At All Saints we raised £33.20 and £33.38 at St Martin. 
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Vocational Afternoons 
Science week will be w/c 9.3.26.  We will be holding our 
vocational afternoons on Wednesday 11th March at All Saints, 
and Thursday 12th March at St Martin's. 
 
Whatever your job is we’d really appreciate you sharing it with 
the children. Our aim is to demonstrate that there are lots of 
careers that can be aspired to and it’s worth doing your best 
now so that the choice is as wide as possible when they are 
older. 
 
It’s a totally non-threatening situation that staff and pupils have  
always enjoyed. Please let your child’s teacher or our office co-
ordinator know if you can help. Thank you! 

 
 

 

Times Tables Awards 
 

 
Attendance 

It will be lovely tosee everyone back in school on Monday 23rd February. 

 

All Saints St Martin 
 Mathematician Writer Computing 

Whiz 
 Mathematician Writer Computing 

Whiz 

Saturn Ragnar Phoebe Ivar Explorers Isabella Finley Tobias 

Jupiter    Dylan Jemima Jadon Adventurers Indy Oscar Bonnie 

Neptune Kyson Teddy Luna Investigators Barney James Alexandra 

Mars Milosz Jacob Isabelle Seekers Arlo Gi Grace Sebastian 

Voyagers Oscar Bobby Eve 

 Researchers Vincent Elsie George 

Jupiter Ivy Investigators Cormac 

Neptune Abigail Seekers  Arlo Ga 

Mars Jonah Voyagers Rose 

  Researchers Esmae 

Attendance: Our expectation is at least 96%  

All Saints                              St Martin 
Saturn 90.97% Explorers 98.89% 

Jupiter   93.59% Adventurers 98.33% 

Neptune 96.30% Investigators 97.24% 

Mars 95% Seekers 96.36% 

  Voyagers 97.50% 

  Researchers 96% 

Total for the school 93.27% Total for the school 96.69% 

Oh no! Well done! 
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Half Termly Winners  

DOJOs: Congratulations Deer and Oxburgh you have achieved the most dojo points this half term so you 

will get an extra playtime on Tuesday 24th February.       

    

Attendance: Congratulations Saturn and Investigators you have had the best attendance this half term 

so you can come to school in your own clothes on Tuesday 24th February. Well done!    

  

 

Our special value this half term is: Forgiveness 
 All Saints Partnership St Martin 

16th – 20th February                                                               Half Term Holiday 

17th February  Chinese New Year 
Start of Ramadan 

 

18th February  Ash Wednesday 
Start of Lent 

 

27th February  Seekers & Voyagers Vsit  

1st March  St David’s Day  

4th March  Holi  

5th March Library Lorry World Book Day  

9th March  Science week Starts 
Vocational Days TBC 

 

15th March  Mothering Sunday  

17th March  Parent Consultations Library Lorry 

18th March  Parent Consultations  

20th March  Red Nose Day  

23rd March  FGB 
LKS2 production TBC 

 

26th March   Investigators Visit 

27th March  Church  

Last Day of half term: Friday 13th February 
First Day of next half term: Monday 23rd February 

Last Day of term: Friday 27th March 

Non-contact days this year: 1st & 2nd September, 24th October, 5th January, 13th April 

                  

All Saints St Martin 

Deer 1047 Sandringham 973 

Badger 997 Blickling 791 

Owl 1037 Houghton 1041 

  Oxburgh 1050 
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Parking 
Further to my message about parking on The Green I have discovered that one of the 
incidents actually happened on Westgate Street rather than The Green.  
I understand that some people park in Westgate Street to avoid The Green. However parking 

here often leaves no space for waiting cars to pass. With non-school traffic driving past at pick up time 
(often faster than they should be), it makes it extremely dangerous for children walking out into the road as 
there is little to no visibility due to cars parking so close to the lane leading up to the back gate, already 
causing at least one near miss. 

Please think about others when you park, keeping our children and their families safe and not causing a 
problem for our neighbours. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Lunchtime Gardening 
We’d really like to make use of the reflection 

garden again. It needs some tidying up. 
Could you commit to one lunchtime a week to help 

some children do this? 
Please let Mrs Raven De Burca know if you can 

help. 
Thank you! 

 

Wraparound Care 
As you are aware we are now lucky enough to 

have both a before school club and an after school 
club. Not very many children are attending these 
unfortunately. Soon our grant funding will run out. 
If we want these clubs to continue, we need more 
children to use them. Unfortunately we’re facing a 

‘use it or lose it’ situation.  
If you are in receipt of benefits and your child is 

entitled to free school meals they can attend wrap 
around care for free. Please ask at the office 
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Have a lovely week. 

I look forward to seeing you all bright and early on Monday 23
rd

 February. 

Don’t forget that lessons start at 8.45am. 

Katherine Howe 
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This half term at Holkham they are celebrating 

THE FESTIVAL OF LITTLE STORIES  

 
Join them for some fun book related activities 
including storytelling, local author meet and 
greets, illustration workshops and a whodunnit 
story trail around the Park. The Norfolk 
Children’s Book Centre pop-up shop will be with 
us for the festival duration too. 

No charge, other than for parking. 
 
https://www.holkham.co.uk/whats-on/february-half-
term/?utm_source=Holkham&utm_campaign=1ededf80d6-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_WHATS_ON_IN_JANUARY_2026&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8f495
41780-1ededf80d6-345368005  
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