April 30, 2026
Greetings Pilgrims,
Thank you for being a part of our Franciscan Jubilee Pilgrimage to the Oldenburg Franciscan Center on Tuesday, June 2, 2026! We are excited to share the day with you as we reflect on the legacy of St. Francis of Assisi in the beautiful setting of Oldenburg. 
This email contains information to help you prepare for our trip. 
1). When you arrive, Alisa Fisher and Birgitt Hacker will check you off as you board the bus and make sure you have a signed waiver. We will have extra waivers in case you still need to complete one. 
2). The bus will depart promptly at 8:00 am, so please arrive by 7:45 am at the latest. The parish office entrance will be open so that you may wait there if you arrive early or need to use the restrooms.
· Itinerary:
· 9:15-9:30 am: arrive with time for a bathroom break
· 10:00 am: Mass in Immaculate Conception Chapel with our pastor, Fr. Ed Smith
· 10:45 am – 12:15 pm: Pray the Rosary at the Fatima Shrine (please bring your rosaries/we will also have extras)
· 12:30 – 1:15 pm, Fried chicken lunch in Oldenburg Academy cafeteria
· 1:15-1:45 pm: History of the Sisters of St. Francis talk with Sr. Clare
· 2:00 – 3:30 pm: Time to explore: (grounds and/or town of Oldenburg)
· Depart promptly at 3:45 pm; arrive back to SMOY approx. 5:00 pm
Good to know:
Our pilgrimage will be rain or shine, so please dress accordingly. Please pack a water bottle. St. Francis is a model of the "care of creation" so bringing your own reusable bottle is perfect for this pilgrimage. Water will be the only drink provided at lunchtime, so if you prefer something else, please pack it. The lunch will be served buffet style and features fried chicken, with sides of mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, coleslaw, and rolls provided by Wagner's Village Inn. Personal items may be left on the locked bus. On the bus ride to and from the pilgrimage, we plan to pray together. Please wear your comfy shoes. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have a question. We look forward to seeing you on June 2, 2026. I have attached information about the meaning of a pilgrimage for those who may be making a pilgrimage for the first time.
Warm Regards,
Alisa Fisher 
Pilgrimage Contact:
Alisa Fisher
Communications Coordinator
St. Margaret of York Church 
513-646-3954 (cell phone & best number)
 afisher@smoy.org

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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Spiritually, Pope Leo’s Jubilee
message calls believers to:

« Imitate Francis’s radical trust in God, simplicity, and
joy in the Gospel

« Live peace concretely--not as a vague ideal, but in
everyday relationships, communities, and care for
creation

e Convert daily life into a witness of charity, mercy,
reconciliation, and humble service




