St. Columban / St. Margaret of York Parish Family,

Below is an update on our Beacons of Light journey—where we are, what we’ve accomplished, and what’s next. Our Beacons of Light (or Pathways) Team includes two staff and two parishioners from each parish facilitated by members of our Pastoral Staff.

As a refresher, Beacons of Light is a multi-year initiative to revitalize parishes for the future—helping us best use our resources to proclaim the Gospel, make disciples, and build joyful, Eucharist-centered communities. Across the Archdiocese, this means forming “Families of Parishes” that share pastors and resources in response to changing demographics and fewer priests.

Our situation is unique. We are two large, vibrant, financially sound parishes with growing schools—different from the typical parish family. Archbishop Casey recognizes this and does not expect us to merge councils, staffs, or ministries, but to be united through shared pastoral leadership.

Early on, our team reviewed all our councils, commissions, and ministries. We found 57 shared ministries and 18 unique ones. We’re encouraging best practice sharing and inviting unique ministries to collaborate, rather than duplicate efforts. After this, we asked ourselves: “What’s next?”

In September, our Beacons team met with Archbishop Casey to discuss our unique path. He encouraged us to see Beacons of Light as an opportunity to grow in faith—personally, within our own parishes, together as a family, and as we serve our wider communities. Our mission remains: to proclaim the Gospel, make disciples, and foster joyful, evangelizing communities centered on the Eucharist.

Neither parish is meant to be the “lead” church. We are both strong, with our own gifts and traditions, connected by shared pastoral resources. We are not merging councils, staffs, or ministries, but building connections to learn and grow together. Our faith journeys are ongoing, with times of growth and challenge—let’s support each other along the way.
 
Archbishop Casey also reminded us that we now live in an Apostolic age, where faith is no longer woven into every aspect of society. Each of us is called to actively live and share our faith, even when it’s challenging or uncertain. True courage is doing what’s right, even when the outcome is unknown.  To that end, after much prayer and consultation, he will conduct an archdiocesan synod over the next two years, the last was over 54 years ago.  It will offer us a moment where we can prayerfully listen to the Holy Spirit and to one another to anew the joy of our discipleship.  It will culminate with a general assembly where representatives of our clergy, religious and laity will join together to discuss how Christ seeks to shepherd us into the future.

We believe we are stronger together. So, I encourage you to get to know our parish family: attend Mass at the other parish, visit each other’s websites or social media, or simply talk with friends from the other church. Let’s focus on what unites us—our faith and our spiritual journeys. We will also be offering a two-part series on spirituality and faith in March, so stay tuned for details.

In closing, the second verse of The Servant Song captures our message: “We are pilgrims on a journey. We are travelers on the road. We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.”

Yours in Christ,

Father Ed
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