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Thousands Mourn for Two Bristol Police Officers 
Thousands gathered to honor two Bristol police officers dur-
ing a combined funeral at Pratt & Whitney Stadium at 
Rentschler Field in East Hartford on Friday, October 21, 
2022. 

Sergeant Dustin DeMonte and Officer Alex Hamzy were 
shot and killed on Wednesday, October 12 in what police 
believe was an ambush set up by a 911 call made by the 
shooter. Officer Alec Iurato, who survived a gunshot wound 
to his leg, struggled to get behind a police cruiser and fired 
a single shot that killed the assailant. The initial incident, a 
reported domestic disturbance on Redstone Hill Road in 
Bristol, occurred around 10:30 pm. Shortly after the officers 
arrived at the scene, the gunman opened fire, killing 
DeMonte and Hamzy and injuring Iurato. The gunman’s 
brother was shot in the incident as well. 

The shootings left the police department, the town and the 
state with a sense of shock, disbelief and overwhelming 
grief.  

In an emotional press conference Thursday morning, Bristol 
Police Chief Brian Gould praised both men along with 
wounded Officer Iurato, as heroes. 

“They answered a call to duty and they responded without 
hesitation,” a somber Gould told reporters assembled at a 
firehouse on Vincent P. Kelly Road. “That’s what they did 
every night before that, and that’s what our officers do and 
will continue to do day after day.” 

As the news of the shooting spread, residents left flowers, 

candles, balloons and notes of remembrance around a police 
cruiser parked outside the Bristol Police Station. 

Hundreds of people turned out to a vigil to honor the fallen 
officers at Bristol Eastern High School on Thursday night, 
including Gov. Ned Lamont and Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz. 
Officers representing nearly every department in Connecticut 
lined the entrance into the school’s auditorium, which quickly 
filled to capacity. Additional people were moved to the 
school’s cafeteria, where TVs were set up to broadcast the 
event. 

Lamont directed flags to half-staff in honor of the fallen offic-
ers, calling it a senseless tragedy. 

“My prayers are with their families, loved ones, and fellow 
officers,” Lamont said. “I also ask the residents of Connecti-
cut to keep in their prayers a third officer who was shot while 
responding to this emergency. This is a devastating reminder 
of the dangers that police officers face every day to protect 
our families and neighbors from all kinds of situations. These 
officers are heroes and will always be remembered for the 
honorable service they provided to their town and their state.” 

Citizens throughout Bristol and across the State expressed 
their sorrow, concern and support. Residents posted condo-
lences on social media; others illuminated blue lights on their 
homes and hung blue ribbons; silent vigils were organized; 
while restaurant employees delivered trays of food to the Po-
lice Department. 

Flowers and notes of remembrance would obscure a patrol car 
parked in a plaza in front of the Bristol Police Department 

Bristol Police Chief Brian Gould addresses those gathered for a vigil 
at Bristol Eastern High School 
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Bristol Mayor Jeff Caggiano said. “We’re united in immeas-
urable grief for those hero officers, for their families and 
friends, and for all of our law enforcement personnel.” He 
also announced that a “Bristol Police Heroes Fund” for the 
officers’ families has been established at Thomaston Sav-
ings Bank through the Bristol Police Union and Bristol Po-
lice Commissioners. 

The New York Yankees held a moment of silence in 
memory of DeMonte and Hamzy before its ALDS playoff 
game against the Cleveland Guardians on Friday afternoon. 

Additionally, the Tunnel to Towers Foundation announced 
that it will pay off the mortgage on the DeMonte family 
home as part of its annual Season of Hope Campaign. 

The funeral for the two heroes was the culmination of more 
than a week of mourning. Thousands of police officers, 
some from as far away as California, Colorado, Texas and 
Canada, were in the stands for the nearly three-hour memo-
rial ceremony at the University of Connecticut’s 40,000-seat 
stadium in East Hartford. 

Mourners from across the region had streamed into the sta-
dium over several hours before the service began. 

Parts of major highways in the Hartford and New Haven are-
as were shut down as processions that included dozens of 
police motorcycles escorted the two officers’ bodies from fu-
neral homes to the stadium. The police participating in the 
motorcade were from throughout the region, including North 
Providence, Rhode Island, and Larchmont, New York. 

The flag-draped coffins of DeMonte and Hamzy were carried 
onto the field by fellow officers and placed in front of a stage. 
The procession onto the field included the officers' families 
and other Bristol police officers, firefighters and police acade-
my classmates.  

Officer Iurato, still recovering from the wound sustained in the 
shooting, took part in the procession by carrying a ceremonial 
United States flag, which was present at Ground Zero and on 
board the final flight of the U.S. space shuttle. 

At the beginning of the ceremony, Chief Gould posthumously 
promoted DeMonte to lieutenant and Hamzy to sergeant. 

“As a leader, we often hear the phrase ‘lead by example.’ 
However, that is not enough. You must be an excellent exam-
ple. Sgt. Dustin DeMonte and Officer Alex Hamzy are the 
epitome of excellence,” Gould said. 
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“The new lieutenant and sergeant have made their expecta-
tions very clear for us – to be forever exceptional, a very 
high expectation indeed. However, together, we will pre-
vail,” Gould said. 

He administered the oath of office and then asked those in 
attendance to provide the officers’ families with a standing 
ovation. 

The grieving widows gave tearful tributes to their husbands, 
while other family members and colleagues of the two slain 
police officers spoke of their service, dedication and self-
lessness, as well as pled for an end to hatred and suspicion 
against the police. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the flags on the caskets 
were folded and given to the widows, while helicopters flew 
in formation over the stadium. Officers then returned the 
caskets to the hearses as bagpipers played “Amazing 
Grace.” 

Officers from other states said it was important to show sup-
port in large numbers after such a tragedy, especially to the 
fallen officers' families letting them know they're not alone. 

“We’re all family,” said Sgt. Greg Dube, of the New Hamp-
shire State Police. “We definitely feel their pain. The best way 
we can show our respect is in strength in numbers.” 

Gov. Ned Lamont, who attended the service, offered his con-
dolences. 

“It was an honor for me to attend this touching ceremony to-
day and listen to the beautiful tributes to these two officers,” 
Lamont said. “Lieutenant DeMonte and Sergeant Hamzy are 
heroes and served with integrity and courage. We will forever 
keep them and their families in our hearts. My prayers are 
with their families, their friends, and the members of the Bris-
tol Police Department.” 

DeMonte and Hamzy were the first Bristol officers to be killed 
on the job since 1944. The Connecticut Law Enforcement 
Memorial lists 52 law enforcement officers across the state 
killed by gunfire since 1855. 

Only once before were two officers in Connecticut killed in a 
single shooting: In 1935, Bridgeport Sgt. Thomas Kearney 
and Officer Wilfred Walker were shot as they chased an 
armed burglar down a city street. 
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Bristol Police Lieutenant Dustin DeMonte, 35, of North Ha-
ven, is survived by his wife, Laura DeMonte and their two 
children, Phoebe and Porter. A third child is expected in 
March 2023. He also leaves his parents, Mona and Philip 
DeMonte, two siblings, Philip and Makayla, his in-laws, 
and extended family members. 

DeMonte was born in Middletown, CT on May 24, 1987. 
He was a 2005 graduate of Middletown High School, 
where he was a catcher for their baseball team as well as 
a member of the band.  

DeMonte, a 10-year veteran of the department, was pro-
moted to sergeant only a year ago. He had previously 
served as a school resource officer at both Greene-Hills 
and West Bristol schools. Bristol teachers, from the 
schools where DeMonte served, said on Facebook that 
students lovingly called him “Officer Banana.” 

“Some students [say] that YOU have been the predomi-
nant male figure in their lives,” one commenter said. “You 
entered our GOAL room and our lives with a bright smile, 
crazy wit, and unassuming acceptance. EVERY. SINGLE. 
DAY.” 

“You joined us during the tough days and the greats. From 
basketball games to our novel reading, you were there, 
participating, being present, connecting. Always connect-
ing. And I think that’s why this all hurts extra. Because of 
your genuine connections to everyone.” 

Another woman posted that DeMonte would brighten her au-
tistic son’s day by saying hello to him every day. 

DeMonte earned several awards for his dedicated service 
and patrol work, including the Officer of the Year in 2019 and 
the Silver Star. 

In 2019, he and Officer Zachary Levine were honored for 
saving an unconscious man in cardiac arrest in a Goodwin 
Street apartment. They both did CPR and restored his pulse 
before an ambulance arrived to take him to a hospital. The 
victim ultimately survived and is doing well. 

Bristol Police Chief Brian Gould described DeMonte as “very 
focused on furthering his career and education.” He earned a 
bachelor's degree in Criminology at Central Connecticut 
State University in 2012, with a minor in Psychology. He was 
recently accepted to Nichols College, where he intended to 
begin graduate studies in Organizational Leadership.  

DeMonte spent time working with the Bristol Police Youth 
Cadets Program as an advisor until he was promoted to ser-
geant, according to two cadets. 

“He taught us a lot of really good things, so we learned a 
whole lot from him,” current Youth Cadet Captain Madison 
Santello said. “And he was always friendly to us.” 

After leaving the program, DeMonte took time to stop to 
check in with his former cadets whenever possible, Santello 
said. 

Six years ago, DeMonte was part of a team that volunteered 
to clear overgrown shrubs from the memorial monument out-
side police headquarters. The monument honors Officers 
James McNamee, James Burns and Ernest Schilke, who, 
until October, were the only Bristol police officers to die in the 
line of duty. 

One of DeMonte’s best friends, Bristol Officer Mark Kichar, 
said that they were appointed to the Police Department at the 
same time and roomed together at the Connecticut Police 
Academy for six months in 2012. He described DeMonte as a 
true community police officer and an all-around great person. 

DeMonte’s family, Kichar, his fellow officers and the commu-
nity are left to pick up the pieces after having been shattered 
through an act of senseless violence. 

“It’s going to be difficult,” Kichar said. “It’s going to be very 
difficult. We took an oath together. If he was next to me right 
now, he would say, ‘I need you to keep going.’” 

Going forward, Kichar said, he won’t take the next day for 
granted. 

“Tomorrow is never a promised thing,” Kichar said. “This 
shows other people, too, that we’re not just cops. We’re hu-
mans. Dustin was the definition of that. He was a father, he 
was a brother, he was a son. He was a loving husband.” 

Lieutenant Dustin DeMonte 
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Bristol Police Sergeant Alex Hamzy, 34, of Bristol, is sur-
vived by his wife Katie Scott Hamzy. He also leaves his 
parents, Ahmad and Salma Hamzy; his sisters Donna 
Hamzy Carroccia and Rania Hamzy Audi; his in-laws, and 
extended family members. 

Hamzy’s Bristol roots run deep. He was born Dec. 16, 
1987 in Bristol and graduated from Bristol Eastern High in 
2016, where he played on the football team. He also 
worked in a popular restaurant - the Crystal Diner, formerly 
on Main Street, which was owned by his father – before 
ultimately becoming a police officer in 2014. 

Hamzy was incredibly proud of his profession and served 
his hometown with conviction and integrity. 

One of his fellow officers observed that having such deep 
ties to the city was particularly helpful. 

“There were consistent calls he would go to and nine times 
out of 10, the person would recognize him first, like, ‘Hey, 
aren’t you a Hamzy?’” the officer said. “Or he would say, 
‘Hey, I knew your daughter’ or ‘I went to school with your 
son.’ That always helps with the connection with the pub-
lic.” 

Hamzy loved Bristol, the officer said. “He had just bought a 
rental property a couple months ago next to the hospital.” 

He was also known for volunteering for the annual “Cop on 
Top” fundraiser, where police officers camp out on the roof 
of the Route 6 Stop & Shop to get donations for the Jimmy 
Fund. 

Remembering the eight-year veteran, Bristol Police Chief 
Brian Gould noted that, “Throughout his career he re-
ceived numerous letters of commendation and recogni-
tion”.  

In 2016, he was given the police Silver Star for catching 
two burglary suspects while patrolling Page Park. They 
were in a van stolen during a burglary in New Hampshire, 
and had just burglarized a Farmington restaurant. 

That same year, Hamzy also received a Lifesaving Com-
mendation along with Officers Dan Dwyer and Kevin Cyr 
for rescuing an unconscious 41-year-old man in cardiac 
arrest. They did CPR until an ambulance arrived. 

“According to the on-scene paramedic, the officers’ actions 
saved a life and they did a great job,” police said in an-
nouncing the award. “The victim was hospitalized and ulti-
mately survived.” 

In April of 2021, Hamzy was selected to join the Central 
Regional Emergency Response Team (CR-ERT) or 
SWAT, a team covering the towns of Bristol, Plainville, 
Southington and Plymouth. Joining the "Team" was one of 
the many highlights of his career. 

Hamzy was also one of a handful of officers who served as a 
longtime advisor for the Bristol Police Explorer Cadet Pro-
gram. A unique learning experience for youth to be exposed 
to policing through instruction, demonstration, and hands on 
training. He was passionate about teaching young adults the 
values needed to succeed in serving their community with 
integrity and commitment. 

Former cadet captain Emma Lewis, 17, said the room would 
light up whenever Hamzy walked into a meeting. 

“Whenever he would walk through the doors, all the cadets 
would get happy because we knew that there would be a lot 
of memories made and that he made every learning experi-
ence fun,” Lewis said. 

Lewis joined the program with an interest in law enforcement 
and is now studying criminal justice at the University of New 
Haven to one day become an officer herself. 

The universal sentiment of his colleagues was that Hamzy 
was committed to his career as a police officer and dedicated 
to his family and friends. 

“You could count on him for literally anything”, remarked one 
officer. “He would want you to be better. He wanted you to be 
the best version of you that you could be. … He really cared 
for us as friends.” 

Sergeant Alex Hamzy  
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The 55th Annual Meeting of The Hundred Club of Connecti-
cut was held during a luncheon at the Promenade Ballroom 
in Hartford on October 26th.  Nearly three hundred mem-
bers and guests attended the event. 

In celebration of the Club’s fifty-fifth anniversary, the Annual 
Meeting Committee, chaired by Bob O’Shaughnessy, ar-
ranged for a small display of artifacts representative of 
three public safety professions supported by the Club – law 
enforcement, the fire service and corrections. The items, 
used by public safety practitioners, included both contem-
porary and obsolete tools. The display was intended to illus-
trate the type of exhibit that is planned for the Heroes’ 
Room at the Club offices. A large poster chronicled the his-
tory of The Hundred Club, noting its growth in both mem-
bership and services to families. 

Kevin Hogan, the recently re-
tired WFSB News Channel 3 
Bureau Chief, served as the 
Master of Ceremonies. The 
meeting opened with the post-
ing of the colors by the Con-
necticut State Police Honor 
Guard, the Department of Cor-
rection Honor Guard and the 
Hartford Fire Service Honor 
Guard, accompanied by the 
Connecticut Firefighters’ Pipes 
and Drums.   

With the audience on its feet 
and the flag bearers at atten-
tion, Hogan led the audience in 

the Pledge of Allegiance and introduced Club Chaplain Fa-
ther Michael Dolan, who offered a prayer of thanksgiving 
and remembrance of the year’s fallen heroes. 

Hogan then introduced a number of special guests, includ-
ing Attorney General William Tong and Life member Sena-
tor Richard Blumenthal. The most notable invitees, the 
spouses and family members of the fallen, were recognized 
and the generous support of the Aegis Group at Morgan 
Stanley, who sponsored the luncheon, was acknowledged. 

Club President Peter 
Carozza presented an 
award to Skip Thomas, 
commemorating his 
many years of service 
to the Club, culminat-
ing in his tenure as 
Managing Director.  

Carozza also expressed his appreciation for the opportunity 
to lead the Club and thanked its Officers and Directors for 
their dedicated efforts to assist the families of public serv-
ants who made the ultimate sacrifice. The members of the 
Board were asked to stand and be recognized for their ser-
vice. 

Noting that Carozza’s and Thomas’ work on behalf of the 
Club was, in large part, made possible by the generous un-
derstanding and support of their wives, Club Administrator 
Ceil Hansen presented floral bouquets to Kim Taglia and 
Jane Thomas. 

The meeting’s keynote speaker was 
William “Bill” Hackett, the former State 
Emergency Management Director. Re-
tiring in 2021,  he previously served as 
the Acting and Deputy Commissioner 
of the Department of Emergency Ser-
vices and Public Protection and the 
Governor’s Homeland Security Advisor.  

Hackett discussed the many challenges 
facing public safety services, including 
the difficulty in recruiting and retaining 
highly qualified and motivated recruits, 
limited funding and the continuing and inherent dangers of 
the professions, such as exposure to toxic substances. Nev-
ertheless, he said that he was gratified by his experiences, 
seeing how seemingly disparate public service agencies co-
ordinate and collaborate for the benefit of the citizens they 
serve. 

In closing the meeting, Kevin Hogan saluted the Club’s mem-
bership noting, “The sole reason for the existence of The 
Hundred Club is to honor the memory of the Connecticut 
public safety officers who have given their lives in the line of 
duty.  We do this by making sure they will know that we will 
be there to take care of their spouses and families.  The Club 
is only able to do this because of you, the members, who are 
so very generous, loyal and committed”. 

Annual Meeting Celebrates  
55 Years of Service 

Police, fire and correction 
Honor Guard units  

Jane and James “Skip” Thomas 

William Hackett 

The Hundred Club Board of Directors 
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Dale Hourigan, a retired Connecticut State Police Major, 
has been appointed as The Hundred Club’s new Managing 
Director. The Board of Directors approved the selection of 
the Nominating Committee in October, filling the vacancy 
created by James “Skip” Thomas’ retirement effective No-
vember 1, 2022. 

Hourigan has over 38 years 
of law enforcement experi-
ence in Connecticut. He be-
gan his career as a Walling-
ford Police Officer in 1979, 
serving there for five years. In 
1984, he joined the Connecti-
cut State Police, remaining 
with that department until his 
retirement in 2016. 

During his tenure with the 
State Police he rose through 
the ranks and held a variety 
of positions. 

He served 10 years as an Assistant Team Leader/Operator/
Sniper on the State Police Tactical Team (SWAT).  

Serving as a Lieutenant, Hourigan held several command 
assignments including Commanding Officer of Troop A 
(Southbury), Troop B (North Canaan), Internal Affairs Unit, 
Connecticut Regional Auto Theft Task Force, Hartford Safe 
City Cold Case Shooting Team, Background Investigative 
Unit, Area Commander and Executive Officer for the 
Statewide Narcotics Task Force, Criminal Justice Infor-
mation Services and Executive Officer/ Instructor of the 
State Police Training Academy. 

He was assigned as part of a large State Police response to 
New York City for 3 months following the World Trade Cen-
ter terrorist attack, providing New York State Police and the 
New York City Police Departments with security support at 
Ground Zero, assisting with Family Victim Liaison Services 
and acting as a liaison for the Governor of Connecticut. 

As a Captain, Hourigan commanded the Statewide Narcot-
ics Task Force. He was one of many troopers that respond-
ed to the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, where 
he served over 130 hours as one of the primary State Po-
lice on-scene commanders and was responsible for devel-
oping and implementing the Trooper Family Liaison con-
cept.   

Promoted to the rank of Major in 2013, he served in a varie-
ty of assignments including Commanding Officer of the Bu-
reau of Selections and Training, as well as the Command-
ing Officer of Western District, overseeing operations at 
Troops A, B, L, and G, as well as the Western District Major 
Crime Unit.  

Hourigan holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from the Uni-
versity of New Haven and is a graduate of the FBI National 
Academy and the U.S. Coast Guard Senior Leadership 
School. He is an active member of the Middletown PBA Pipe 
and Drum Band and the current President of the State Police 
Emerald Society. 

He and his wife, Nancy, have two adult children. Rachel is 
pursuing her advanced studies at Goodwin University. Con-
nor is a State Trooper and a veteran of the Global War on 
Terrorism and currently serving as a SSGT with the CT Army 
National Guard. 

Following the recent renovations and enlargement of  the 
Hundred Club’s office facilities, Liberty Bank donated several 
pieces of furniture. The furnishings have made the space 
more comfortable, inviting and utilitarian. Major additions in-
cluded a work station in the main office and a large confer-
ence table and chairs for the Heroes Room. Multiple book-
cases, end tables, lamps and an enclosed white board were 
also part of the bank’s considerate gift. 

On Thursday, November 17, 2022, a small delegation of Club 
Officers and Directors went to Liberty Bank’s Middletown 
headquarters where Skip Thomas presented the bank’s CEO 
and President, David Glidden, with a plaque, in appreciation 
of their generosity. Then, on behalf of the Liberty Bank Foun-
dation, Glidden awarded a very generous contribution of 
$25,000 to The Hundred Club of Connecticut.  

The Foundation was established in 1997 as an extension of 
Liberty Bank’s commitment to its communities. Adopting the 
responsibility of not only providing excellent financial prod-
ucts and services, but also to making its communities better 
places to live and work, the bank created its charitable arm. 
The Foundation supports nonprofit organizations to build 
strong families and communities through grants, corporate 
sponsorships and volunteer service.  

Dale Hourigan Named 
Managing Director 

Dale P. Hourigan 

Liberty Bank makes significant 
financial and in-kind donations 

Liberty Bank and Hundred Club officers (L-R) Toral Maher, Bob 
O’Shaughnessy, Dale Hourigan, David DelVecchia, Skip Thomas, Bill 

Sydenham, Rachael Van Ness, Matt Gunsalus, and David Glidden 
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The Hundred Club of Connecticut 
119 Oakwood Drive 
P.O. Box 419 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 

 

 
 

The Officers, Directors and Staff 

of The Hundred Club of Connecticut 

Extend Seasons Greetings and 

Best Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 

New Year 


