
SACRAMENTS 
 

BAPTISM:         Please contact the Parish Office 
RECONCILIATION:              Thursday: 7:15pm to 7:45pm 
                                    Saturday:    3pm to 3:45pm 
                                    Any time by appointment 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION:   t / b / a 
FIRST COMMUNION:  Sunday, May 2, 2027 
CONFIRMATION:  t / b / a 
 

MARRIAGE:    By appointment only 
          Please call at least 6 months in advance 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:   Call anytime 
Please call the parish office to inform us of an illness or 
hospitalization of a parishioner or family member.  Privacy 
laws prohibit hospitals from releasing information to clergy 
about hospitalized church members without the specific 
consent and request of the patient or their immediate family. 
 

ORDINARY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday:           4pm 

Sunday:          11am 

Daily Mass:       Tue and Thrs 7:30am 

Communion Services:   Mon, Weds and Fri 7:30am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation:   Please see the bulletin 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: Thursday 6pm to 8pm 
 

Communion Calls:  If you or someone you love is ill or 
homebound and would like to receive Communion, please 
call the parish office to make arrangements for regular visits. 
 
 

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 12:30pm to 5pm 
Regular time to make appointments, registrations, etc.  
 
 

Regular bulletin deadline:  Wednesday by 12pm 

September 27, 2026 

The Mission Statement of St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Parish 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we strive to grow in relationship with Him,  

live the Faith, and share His Good News with others. 

ST. PAUL the APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH 
511 N. Conrad Street 
Peotone, IL 60468-9290 
 

CHURCH OFFICE TELEPHONE:      708 258-6917 

CHURCH OFFICE E-MAIL:   

                  ParishOffice@stpaulpeotone.org 
 

PASTOR:                                     Rev. Thomas Theneth, CMI 
         815 468-1954 / Theneth52@gmail.com 
DEACON:                                                       Mr. James Kelly 
                                                 815 412-0565 
DEACON E-MAIL:                  jimk3163@sbcglobal.net 
PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER:            Paula Prium 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON:        Patrick Frencl 

CCW PRESIDENT:               Denise Carriel 

K of C GRAND KNIGHT:                                       Bill Sander 

BUILDING & GROUNDS:                                 Steve Maltese 

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON:               Al Leffelman 

WORSHIP COMMISSION:                                  Paula Prium 

SOCIAL SERVICES COORDINATOR:  Mary Ann Battermann 

MINISTERS OF CARE:                          Barb Egelski 
——————————————————————————— 
DIRECTOR of RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:        Dcn Jim Kelly 
RE OFFICE E-MAIL: StPaulReligiousEd@stpaulpeotone.org 
RE OFFICE PHONE:  708 258-9580 
 

FAITH FORMATION (RELIGIOUS ED) CLASSES: 
Are held at St. Joseph in Manteno 

——————————————————————————— 

Find us— 
Facebook:  “St. Paul the Apostle Peotone” 

Website:  StPaulPeotone.org 
YouTube:  Saint Paul the Apostle Peotone 

The sign-up sheets for Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of the                        

Eucharist are in the rear of the church.  Please sign-up where you are able. 



Sat 9/26   3:00 pm—   CONFESSION 
    3:30 pm—   ROSARY  
    4:00 pm— +Richard W. Strubin 
    req by Bob & Helen Lewis 
    and 
            The People of the Parish                 

Sun 9/27 10:30 am—   ROSARY 
    OUTDOOR 11:00 am— +Donna Dionne 
    req by Tim & Cindy Reed 
   

Mon 9/28   7:30 am—   COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Tue 9/29   7:30 am— +Joe Ladislas 
    req by Peggy Schwiesow 
 

Wed 9/30   7:30 am—   COMMUNION SERVICE 
     

Thr 10/1   7:30 am— +Candace Marevka 
    req by Peggy Schwiesow 
 

    6:00 pm—   ADORATION 
              NO CONFESSION 
 

Fri 10/2   7:30 am—   COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Sat 10/3   3:00 pm—   CONFESSION 
    3:30 pm—   ROSARY  
    4:00 pm— +Tina Strubin 
    req by Al & Jan Leffelman 
    and 
            The People of the Parish                 

Sun 10/4 10:30 am—   ROSARY 
      11:00 am— +Jim Henderson 
    req by Carol Henderson 
    and 
          +Jim Egelski 
    req by Egelski Family 
     

If you are attending a Mass that you requested an                      
intention to be said for, please sign the gift bearer book in 
the rear of the church and let an usher know you are here 

if you wish to bring up the gifts. 

The Altar flowers from                                               
September 19--October 2 are given in loving 
memory of the  deceased family members of              

Fr. Thomas Theneth CMI. 
———-—————————–—–——-————-————————— 

All dates for 2026 have been 

filled.  Please contact the             

parish office to reserve dates in 

2027. 
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 TUESDAY after 
7:30am Mass until approxi-
mately 4pm and THURSDAY 
after 7:30am Mass. 
 Father celebrates Mass 
at Beecher Manor on Thurs-
day at 10am and will be 
available after that prior to 
Adoration / Confession. 

 
 

The Mission of St. Paul 
the Apostle at Peotone, 
within the parish of             
St. Patrick, Wilton Center, was founded on 
October 2, 1949. 



COLLECTION SUMMARY: September 19—20, 2026: 

Budgeted      $3,205.53 
Sunday Offertory*    $2,833.60 
Minus      $   371.93 
Envelopes used / distributed              74 / 468 

*Includes 9 Online Givers 
Providing for Our Future   $1,008.25 
——————————————————————————–————— 

Secure and convenient 
ONLINE GIVING is available 
at GiveCentral.org.   
Please put in zip code 60468 to 
find the St. Paul portal.  A credit 
card or bank account can be 
linked. 

St. Paul the Apostle CCW 
is once again participating 
in UNDY SUNDAY, 
Catholic Charities Diocese 
of Joliet’s annual collec-
tion of basic necessities 
for individuals and fami-
lies in need. 
 

This year we have been 
asked to collect: 

Men’s boxer briefs in all sizes; 
Adult incontinence underwear sizes L — 3XL,  

pull-up style only, no tabbed briefs, please.   
 

Please donate new, unopened items and bring 
them to the church lobbies between Saturday,            
October 10 and Sunday, October 18. 
 

These everyday essentials are among the items our 
clients need year-round, and your generosity 
makes a meaningful difference for our neighbors 
in need. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The 3rd session of “Eucharist,” the 5-week 
Bible study, will be on Tuesday,                 
September 29, and continue the next two 
Tuesdays. The morning session is at 9:30am, 
and a repeat evening session at 6:30pm.  
 

Study guide booklet is provided by the CCW. 
Open to women and men. It’s not too late to 
join us! 
 

Please contact Jean Adduci 
at jeanadd@aol.com, for more information.  
 

Please pray for the continued success of this 
new parish endeavor! 
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 In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Parable of 
the Two Sons. A father asks both of his sons to go 
work in his vineyard. The first son refuses initially 
but later regrets his defiance and goes. The second 
son answers with polite obedience, but never actual-
ly shows up. This short parable cuts directly to the 
core of grace, conversion (metanoia), 
and the relationship between faith 
and action. This parable refers to the 
refusal of the chief priests to recog-
nize John the Baptist as a messenger 
of God. A good number of sinners 
were converted by John’s preaching 
and confessed their sins. Such people 
were well disposed to receive the 
message of Jesus which opened for 
them the kingdom of God and 
showed them the true face of God the 
Father.  
 The second son represents 
hypocrisy; he has the correct religious vocabulary 
and external compliance but lacks internal commit-
ment and actual fruit. Salvation requires cooperating 
with God's grace through action, not merely lip ser-
vice. The Greek word ‘metanoia’ used for the first 
son's change of mind is a deep change of heart. Ini-
tial sin or defiance does not have the final say; what 
matters to God is a heart that responds to grace, re-
pents, and submits to the Father's call. The tax col-
lectors and prostitutes Jesus mentions are embodied 
by the first son. Though their initial lives were a 
clear "No" to God’s law, their willingness to hear 
John the Baptist and repent opened them to the 
Kingdom. Jesus directs this parable at the chief 
priests and elders and points to the danger of 
‘Spiritual Presumption’. Their tragedy was not lack 
of religious knowledge, but spiritual pride. Presum-
ing their righteous standing based on status or exter-
nal duty blinded them to John’s call to repentance. 

 In his Homilies on Matthew, St. Chrysostom 
emphasizes how Jesus cleverly brings the religious 
authorities to condemn themselves using their own 
moral judgment. Chrysostom notes that Jesus frames 
the parable so simply that the chief priests and elders 
cannot help but give the correct answer—that the 

first son did the father's will. By do-
ing so, they unwittingly sign their 
own spiritual judgment, acknowledg-
ing that actions outweigh empty 
promises. Chrysostom highlights the 
sheer scandal of Jesus' message to the 
religious establishment: prostitutes 
and tax collectors—those who lived 
in blatant, public defiance of God's 
law represents the son who said "I 
will not” but repented at the preach-
ing of John the Baptist and Jesus. 
Their later obedience (metanoia) put 
to shame the elders who claimed cov-

enantal loyalty represents the son who said "Yes, sir" 
but refused to bear fruit. 
 The First Son represented the pagan nations 
(Gentiles) who initially lived in idolatry and rebel-
lion against the true God ("I will not"), but upon 
hearing the Gospel, repented and entered the Church 
to do the Father's work. The Second Son represented 
the unbelieving Israel especially the so called spiritu-
al leaders like Pharisees, and Scribes and those who 
possessed the Law, offered verbal adherence to the 
Covenant, and professed obedience, yet rejected the 
Messiah when He arrived. St. Augustine emphasized 
the psychological and spiritual shift in the first son 
who "afterward changed his mind." Grace is always 
available to turn an initial "No" into an active "Yes."  
 
 Yours in Christ,                                                                                

     Fr. Thomas Theneth CMI 

 Please join us next Sunday,             
October 4 after 11am Mass for 
the BLESSING of ANIMALS.  
 Bring all your animals, 
great and small, for a special 
blessing. 
 Animal blessing services 
are a way for humans to celebrate 

the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi (October 4), em-
bodying his love of animals and all mankind. St. 
Francis is the patron saint of animals and the envi-
ronment and founder of the Franciscan order. 
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 The Knights of Columbus will be host-
ing a PARISH PICNIC today following 11am 
OUTDOOR (weather-permitting) MASS. 
 The Knights will supply hamburgers 
and hot dogs and parishioners are asked to 
bring a dish to pass.   
 Sign-up sheets are available in the 
back of church.  



Pledge Report for St. Paul the Apostle Parish as 
of September 20, 2026 

 

 Monthly pledge payments are due in the 
next few days.  Since we have reached our goal in 
paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal will be 
returned to our parish for our needs. 
 If you would still like to make your gift, 
please prayerfully consider how you can elevate 
your faith beyond all expectations in support of 
those in need. Pledge envelopes are available in 
the pews, or you can use the envelope you                
received in the mail from the diocese. We also  
welcome online gifts at jolietdioceseappeal.org. 
 

 PARISH GOAL:   $16,700 
 AMOUNT PLEDGED: $26,775 
 AMOUNT PAID:   $24,839 
 BALANCE DUE:  $  1,936 
 DONORS:            90 
 REBATE:   $  5,697 

 The Baby Bottles for Life campaign to 
support the programs and services of Water-
leaf Medical Clinic and Education and Re-
source Center located in Aurora, which 
helps pregnant women facing crisis or unin-
tended pregnancies, will end next weekend. 
 Bottles are in the lobbies. Checks are 
preferred.  If you wish a tax receipt, checks 
made out to Waterleaf, must be used. 
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Please keep the Adamsick 
Family, Arline Clark, Frances 
Librera Biondo, Ashley Doo-
dy, Rev. Tom Ewing, Rich 
Harms, Bernie Iversen, Emily 
Klamkin, Frances Librera, 
Peggy Schwiesow, Anna Smaga, Marcel Smaga, 
Judy Strubin, Mary Jane Szewka, Julie Szudar-
ski, Jean Vinezeano and those that go unnamed 
in your prayers. 

 

Please note that only names given with permission 
of the person or by a family member will be added 

to the list. 

The Pope’s Intentions for            
September 2026— 
For the care of water: 
Let us pray for a just and sustain-
able management of water, a vi-
tal resource, so that everyone 
may have equal access to it. 

Did you know you can request an Apostolic Blessing 
Parchment from Pope Leo for the following occasions? 
—Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation 
—Marriage 
—Priestly Ordination 
—Religious Profession 
—Ordination of Permanent Deacons 
—Anniversary (10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60,  
    65, 70, 75, 80 years) of Marriage, Priestly Ordination, 
    Religious Profession 
—Birthday (18, 30, 40, 50, 55, 60, 65,70, 75, 80, 85, 90,  
    95, 100-110 years) 
 

For more information, please visit:   
www.elemosineria.va/parchments 
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