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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start/Early Head Start will assist children and families in acquiring services needed as a result of a traumatic event such as a death, natural disaster, abuse.

	Procedure:
	When a child or family has been identified as needing additional services due to a traumatic event, staff will meet with the family to identify the type of service they need.
· Staff will be trained in recognizing signs and symptoms of trauma in children and adults.  

· Staff will be training in recognizing the need for self-awareness and wellness.

· Staff will be offered the opportunity to consult with a mental health professional to address any mental health needs staff may have.

· If an enrolled child is in need of mental health services due to a traumatic event, staff will work with the parents, teachers and the Special Needs Service Manager to make a referral to the Mental Health Consultant for observation, and/or mental health referral for counseling using the Parent Permission Referral Form as directed in the Aggressive Behavior Intervention/Referral/Suspension/Expulsion Policy .

· If an enrolled child has a medical need related to a traumatic event. Staff will work with the parents, teacher and Health Services manager to find the appropriate medical services.

· If the parents or other family requests mental health services, staff will refer the family to the family advocate who will assist the family in finding mental health services.

· If the family is in need of community or social services, staff will refer the family to the family advocate who will assist the family in finding the community services needed to meet the family’s needs.
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