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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start/Early Head Start will guide families of enrolled children through the transition to kindergarten by implementing strategies and activities, strengthening family partnerships and creating a successful shift of children becoming kindergarten students. 

	
	

	Procedure:
	1. In September, 
     a) Share screening results with families and link those results to resources they can use to support their children’s needs. 
     b) Discuss school readiness goals with families and describe how you will work                     with their children towards those goals throughout the year at Head Start and at    home.  
2.  In December,  
     a) Share honest and accurate information with families about how the children are doing, based on classroom assessment results.  
3.    In February, 
      a) Provide information to families in their native language(s) about upcoming kindergarten registration events.  
b) Share children’s progress toward kindergarten readiness with their families.  
c) Collaborate with families to generate ways they can support their children’s kindergarten readiness. 
      d) Use social networking, including text messaging and community websites, to send out kindergarten registration information. 
4.  In March,  
     a) Family Advocates attend pre-enrollment activities at the LEA
5.  In April, 
    a) Work with schools to plan events and opportunities for children to learn about their new school (classroom visits, family events, etc.). 
     b) Encourage families to connect with their children’s new school by asking the new teacher or principal any questions they may have.  
     c) Support students’ independence in self-care skills (going to the bathroom,  washing hands, taking off and putting on coats, etc.). Continue for the rest of the school year. 
d) Share books about kindergarten with children. (See resource list at the end of the calendar.) 
e) Invite current kindergarten teachers to talk with incoming families about what to expect and how they can continue to be engaged in their children’s learning and development. 
f) Arrange visits to kindergarten classrooms for the children in your class.
g) Refer families, as needed, to community resources, such as libraries, museums, and social services for further information about kindergarten and kindergarten readiness. 
h) Inform receiving LEA about the needs of special populations of children who will be transitioning. 
i)Engage families to help generate ways they can participate in their children’s transition to  
kindergarten: for example, by talking with their children about what kindergarten is like, and practicing new skills at home 
*Delta Head Start will collaborate with the LEA provide additional transition services for children with an IEP. 
**For families and children who move out of the community in which they are currently served, including homeless families and foster children, Delta will assist the family in transitioning their child to other Head Start programs. If Head Start is not available, Delta will assist the family to identify another early childhood program that meets their needs. 
***The steps in this policy will apply to families who have decided to transition them to other early education programs, including public pre-kindergarten, in the year prior to kindergarten entry
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