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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start will establish and annually review the program selection criteria. These criteria will consider the age of the child, and the extent to which the family meets the criteria established. Priority will be focused on children with greatest need according to the criteria below.  

	Procedure:
	1. After a child has been determined age eligible for Delta Head Start/Early Head Start, they will be prioritized by using the Child Plus computer program. Each child will be given a specific number of points for each priority they meet. Four-year old’s that have received Head Start services previously are automatically eligible for enrollment.  

2. At least 10% of Delta Head Starts enrollment opportunities will be given to children with disabilities.  

3. Delta Head Start/Early Head Start ensures that children who are categorically eligible, (TANF, SSI, SNAP, homeless and foster care) are given priority for enrollment.  

4. Priority points will be given to eligible Early Head Start families who are working and/or in school.  

5. Priority points will be given to teenage pregnant moms.  

6. Delta Head Start/Early Head gives enrollment priority for children whose families meet federal poverty guidelines; however, Delta 10% of children whose family income exceeds the federal poverty guidelines, with no upper income level limit. Furthermore, Delta may enroll children from families whose income is in the 100 – 130% of poverty range if there are no other children on the waiting list. The number of enrollees in the 100% - 130% of this category cannot exceed 35% of the total funded enrollment.  

7. ERSEA staff, using the Child Plus prioritization report 2025 will place priority on children that fit in the following categories, choosing one before two, two before three and so on.  

1. Returning Children  

2. EHS transitioning children who are income eligible or categorically eligible  

3. Children/pregnant women with the highest priority points who are Income/Categorically Eligible   

4. Children/pregnant women with the highest priority points who are between 100-130% of the poverty guidelines.                                                     

5. Children/pregnant women with the highest priority points who are over income  

8. Income eligible families will be enrolled by income ranking order.  

9. Early Head Start ensures that pregnant moms will receive additional priority points in order to meet funded enrollment requirements.  

10. Age eligible waitlisted children that are not enrolled in a given program year must re-establish eligibility to be considered for enrollment in the following program year. 

11. Children who drop from the program must re-establish eligibility to be considered for re-enrollment in the current or following program year.  

12. A child may transfer from one Delta center to another, if an opening is available in the receiving center. There will be no lapse in services.  

13. All age eligible families will be placed on the appropriate wait list(s) by the ERSEA staff.   

14. The ERSEA staff will send one of 4 letters to parents regarding the status of the application. Letters include:   

· Family has been accepted and enrollment to follow  

· Family is eligible and child placed on wait list.   

· More information or documentation required.   

· Family is over income but may be enrolled as space allows.  

15. Delta Head Start/Early Head Start database will develop a waiting list report using the following point system:  

a. Child’s age (Head Start only)  
· 25 points—four years of age but younger that five by September 1st.  
· 15 points—3 years of age but younger than four by September 1st.  
b. Child’s age (Early Head Start)  
· 6 weeks 
c. Disability  
· 20 points— Identify disability  
· 10 points—Suspected disability  
d. Categorically eligible  
· 15 points—Public Assistance  
· 30 points—Homeless   
· 30 points—Foster child  
e. Previous enrollment (Head Start only)  
· 5 points—Completed Early Head Start  
· 1000 point—Returnees  
f. Employment/School (Early Head Start Only)  
· 10 points—part-time employment  
· 15 points—full-time employment  
· 10 points—educational program  
· 10 points—work training program  
g. Teenage parent/pregnant mom (Early Head Start only)  
· 15 points—teen parent/pregnant mom 
16. Delta will use data from the community assessment to identify potential eligible families and potential barriers to enrollment and attendance. 
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