	POLICY NAME
	Head Start/Early Head Start

Curriculum Planning



	SUBPART

	C
	HSPPS NUMBER 
	 1302.21, 1302.30, 1302.32, 1302.35

	LAST PC 
APPROVAL DATE 
	
	PAGE NUMBERS
	Page 1 of 4

	REVISON DATE 

	
	
	



	Policy Statement:
	Education staff make decisions in the curriculum planning process to help children gain skills and confidence. The curriculum decisions will encourage children to be actively involved in the learning process, to experience a variety of developmentally appropriate activities and materials, and to pursue their own interests in the context of life, their community, family culture and world. The curriculum plan integrates the various Head Start components. Curriculum will be developmentally and linguistically appropriate while recognizing each child’s rate of development, interests, temperament, and cultural background.

Family information and input is a required component of curriculum planning and implementation. Parents will be given opportunities to contribute to curriculum plans. Weekly curriculum plans are developed in advance to document the sequence, times, and use of all required program curricula.


	
	

	Procedure:
	 The Creative Curriculum is the program curriculum. Supplemental curriculum resources are available for educational staff to enhance learning experiences across all developmental learning domains. These supplemental resources include but are not limited to:

· Conscious Discipline

· Ready Rosie

· 2nd Step

· Picturing America

· I am Moving I am Learning

·  

Educational staff will use individual child and family information when creating their weekly lesson plan.  This information may be gathered from:

· Parent/Teacher conferences and home visits

· Parent input or suggestions about classroom curriculum

· Assessment information
 

Educational staff will use the Lesson Plan Checklist form to document their weekly lesson plan.  The weekly plan will provide a balance of child initiated and adult directed activities through individual, small, and large group activities, routines and transitions. The weekly plan will include the following areas: 

· Plan for interest areas

Educational staff will document changes, planned activities, and/or assessment related skills that are being focused on in each interest area

 

· Daily activities

· Educational staff will document the following daily activities: whole group time (aka “circle” or meeting time), music/movement, story time, transitions, and other special planned activities.

· Individualization

· Educational staff will document how they will promote specific opportunities for children to practice goals and objectives in routine, planned and child-initiated activities either in the Individual Child Planning area or through the use of child initials in other areas.

· Individual Child Planning area and/or notes sections may also be used to document supports or modifications needed to meet specific needs.

· Emergent activities

· Educational staff will document emergent changes or additions to the weekly plan based on children’s interests and ideas.  These may be carried over into following weeks or incorporated into a class study based on children’s continued level of interest.

· Family engagement

· Educational staff will document the activities and experiences that are planned for linking classroom learning to home.

· Educational staff will utilize Ready Rosie to send a playlist to families weekly. They will check correspondence with families utilizing Ready Rosie and reply when families respond. . 

· Pending CDC guidance, teachers/centers plan and initiate a Family Literacy activity at least twice annually, one in the fall and one in the spring of each year, in collaboration with public schools when possible. These meetings will be documented on a completed Group Volunteer Time Sheets when these events are held and what activity was done. These forms will be turned in monthly to  the Parent Engagement Manager. . 



In addition, the lesson plan will include at a minimum, activities that address the following areas:

a.2 ELG’s per OKDHS 5 Star Guidelines

b.Cooking/nutrition project (1x weekly)
c.Math (daily)

d. Fine motor (daily)

e.Gross motor (daily, counts as physical activity for 5 STAR)

f.Health: safety, nutrition, general health (each needs to be planned 1x weekly)

g.Language (daily)

h.Literacy (daily)

i.Science (daily)

j.Social emotional development (daily)

k.Music and Movement (daily, counts as physical activity for 5 STAR)
 

Weekly lesson plans will be submitted through Creative Curriculum to the HS Education Specialist and Early Head Start Educational Specialist for review and/or feedback at a frequency determined by the Program Director.
 
Current lesson plans must be legible and posted in an accessible and visible place in the classroom for reference and notation of changes. Parent signature per unit of study is  
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